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this time of the year the cattle eat it readily,
and it kills them'in a few honrs. The plant
is spreading, and people do not understand
what it is. There is quite 8 lot of it on
the roads of the metropolitan area. The
other day 1 was on a 12-mile section of a
highway, and saw one single Cape Tulip and
took the opportunity to eradicate it. The
plant appears to spread in places where one
would least expect to find it. The Agricul-
tural Department should. see that the local
authorities employ competent inspectors of
noxious weeds, or else take some other steps
to have the menace checked.

The Department of Agriculture has been
doing a very good job latterly, but prior
to the war it was understaffed. I hope that
position will not recur after the war. The
department cannot be expected to police the
various pests if it has not sufficient men
to do the work. More especially the depart-
ment should give attention to stock diseases.
A number of them are going unchecked
owing to the department not having the
necessary staff. This matter is of great im-
portance to Western Australia becanse we
depend so much on stock, Another import-
ant subjeet is the question of our main high-
ways. -Many years ago, at a south-western
conference, I put through a resolution re-
commending to the Works Department that
all wain and feeder roads should be sur-
veyed not less than 1% chains wide. The
idea is that a one-chain road is no use for
fast-moving traffie, especially in country
areas where stock are frequently travelled.
The vesolution was not acted nupon, although
sent forvard by the conference. Many years
afterwards, however, the Main Roads Board
did widen one or two main roads, and a
few others have since been surveyed wider
than one chain; but there are still hundreds
of miles of important roads only a chain
wide. We have the spectacle of the Canning
Highway, & narrow road today. What will
it be 'in years to come? I do not see why
the widening of that road cannot be carried
out before there is too much development.
If ‘the roads were surveyed 1% chains no
one would lose very much, because the land
is not valuable now.

‘We have seen the mistakes that have been
made in the past. Mr. Seddon said that it
was wrong for the Main Roads Board to
<anstruect ronds parallel with the railway
Tine because that did the railways a lot of
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harm. It may have done ihe railways some
harm, but it has done the public spme good.
I assure members that the main roads have
been & blessing to the people of this State.
I hope that after the war our transport
facilities will receive an overhaul with a
view to their being brought up o date. It
seems to me entirely wrong to prevent people
from baving the best possible transport, just
because it is interfering with a Government
undertaking such as the railways. The
Transport Board has done a very good job,
and has apparently come to stay. However,
we should allow people to use road trans-
port if that is so much better than other
transport available. Although we have to
pay for the railways, we do not want them
to stand in the way of development or in
the way of people gefting fo and from the
country quickly. I do not think there is
any need for me to say rouch about schools.
We know that every district has some com-
plaint concerning the need of repairs to
schools, but that is not the fault of the Gov-
ernment but of the manpower position, It
seems to me that not now buf after peace
has been declared will be the time to delve
into these matters.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjonrned.

House adjourned at 9.3 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 30th August, 1944,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (5).
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND ACT.
As to “Prior Membership” Contributors,
Mr. GRAHAM ssked the Premier:
How many members of the Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly, re-
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spectively, have taken advantage of clausd
2 of the Schedule of the Members of Par-
liament Fund Act?
‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Twenty-two members of the Legislative
Council; twenty-four members of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

BARBED WIRE.

As to Army Surplus Stocks,

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Is barbed wire from surplus Army
stocks being released to farmers through the
Department of Agriculture?

{2) If so, by whom was this barbed wire
manufactured ¢

{3) Is it correct that this has been ad-
vertised as in rolls of 28 )bs. with an ap-
proximate length of 150 yards and the
charge 7s. 6d. a roll?

(4) If so, is he aware that there aye only
approximately 100 -sirds in each roll?

(3) If he is not aware of this, will he
have immediate investigations conducted to
check this aspect of the matter?

(6) If snch check proves the statement
to be eorrect, will he immediately make re-
presentations through Army headquarters
so that it may he ascertained whether the
original suppliers have been profiteering at
the nation’s expense, and if so, do his best
to ensure that suitable action he taken?

{7) Does he agree that if the facts are as
stated, the supply of barbed wire to farmers
on the terms mentioned is more expensive
than the purchase of normal 800-yard rolls
through ordinary channels, and if so, will he
take steps to have the price of the surplus
Army stocks reduced proportionately?

The MINISTER FOR, THE NORTH-
WEST replied:

“ {1} No. Permits are not required for
second-hand barbed wire.

(2) Information not available.

(3) Such an advertisement has not been
noticed. It is understood wire ig sold by
weight.

(4) Length of roll depends on gauge of
wire. If 12} gange, length is approximately
150 yards per roll.

(5) and (6) See No. 1.

(7) Barbed wire of local manufaecture,
1214 gauge, contains- approximately 600
yards per ewt.
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MINE WORKERS' RELIEF FUND.

As to Contributors.
My. SMITH asked the Minister for
Mines:

For the year ended the 31st December,
1939—

{1) What averags number of ming
workers, as defined in the Mine Workers’
Relief Aet, and those who are obliged to
eontribute, or may contribute, actually con-
tributed to the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund?

{2} How many mine workers among them
were engaged exclusively on the production
of minerals other than gold?

(3) How many prospeciors were among
the total contributors?

(4) How many ex-employees not actively
engaged in mining were among the contri-
butors?

(5) What was the total amount of con-
tribution for which the Government was
liable for the year?

The MINISTER replied:

As the Board's year closes on the 31st
Janunary each year, the fizures given are for
the 12 months ended the 31st January, 1940.

(1) 9,832,

(2) Nil

(3) Twenty.

{4) 123 Miner’s phthisis contributors.

(6) £17,451 18s. 5d.

SUPERPHOSPHATE,
As to Railway Freight.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is he aware that on the 11th Janu-
ary, 1944, the railway freight charge on
the carriage of superphasphate was increased
by sixpence per ton?

(2) Is he aware that it was reported that
this additional freight charge was imposed
becanse of the assertion that the superphos-
phate, owing to alterations in quality as a

“resu]t of war-caused conditions, may damage

tarpaulins used to cover the superphosphate
while in transit?

{3) Will he state whether this additional
charge was imposed with his knowledge and
consent?

{4) Will he state whether, becaunse of
additional eosts incurred, as the result of
war-caused conditions, in the earriage and
handling of other classes of goods on the
railways, extra charges have heen imposed



352

on such other classes of goods in order
similarly to eompensate for the additional
costs?

(5) If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.

{2) The charge was imposed as a contri-
bution towards the cost of repairing damage
cansed by superphosphaie to tarpaulins
during transit and such charge barely covers
the cost of repairs end replacements.

(3) Yes,

{4) There is no analogy as the depart-
ment is not put to similar expense through
the carriage of other eommodities.

{5) Answered by No. 4.

STATE BRICKS.
As to Prices, ete.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) What price per 1,000 did the State
Brickworks charge for bricks prior to Sep-
tember, 1939%

(2) What is the present price charged by
the State Brickworks for bricks per 1,0007

(3) Has the State Government considered
the advisability of establishing branches of
the State Brickworks in the agricnltural
areas?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) First-class standard red brick, 69s.
per 1,000 on rail, Byford. (Less 2% per
cent. cash discount.)

(2) Tax free price, £5 9s. per 1,000 on
rail, Byford. Tax inclusive, £5 12s. 9d.
{Less 2} per cent, cash diseount.)

(3} Certain propositions placed before
the (Government are receiving eonsideration.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Leave to Introduce.

BON. W. D. JOHNSON (Gnuildford-Mid-
land) [4.35]: 1 move—

That leave be given to introduee a Bill for
““An Act to repeal scction one huadred and
eight of the Companiea Act, 1893-1838."*

T desire to thank the Government for
adjourning the House last night before my
motions were renched, because T was not pre-
sen{,

Question put and passed.

Bill introduced and read a first time.
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As to Second Reading.

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [4.37]): I move—
That the Bill be printed and that the

second reading be made an Order of the Day
for Wednesday, the 13th September.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison): Such a
motion has been contrary to the procedure
of the House for & long time. With aill due
respect to the member for Guildford-Mid-
land, 1 contend that private members’ busi-
ness has always appeared on the notice paper
in rotation. I do not know that any special
privileges should be extended to a private
member. On several occasions I reecall that
consternation was caused because by some
means or other private members’ motions
were out of order on the notice paper; mem-
bers’ business which should have appeared
at the top of the notice paper was placed
lower down or at the bottom. It was then
decided by this Chamber that the present
procedure should be adopted and we were
given to understand by the Government that
private members’ business would be taken
in the order in which it was moved, I am
informed by the Minister for Mines, who
ought to know, that that has always been
done sinee. It is a fair and just way of allo-
cating private members’ business. I am not
singling out the member for Guildford-Mid-
land, and I think he will not press his motion
when he realises that by doing so he would
be asking the Chamber to give him pre-
ference,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Quite the other way.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know whether
the Honse will do so or not; but when we
come to the day on which the members’
business is to be transacted, his motion will
be dealt with, irrespective of where it ap-
pears on the notice paper, by virtne of this
motion.  Accordingly, other private mem-
bers’ business will be crowded out. His Bill
must be taken; the hon. member understands
that. I am wpot ineclined to support the
motion, because if T do and it is earried other
private members will be moving similar
motions and will therefore be entitled to the
like consideration. [ think the present pro-
cedure, which has worked so well and
smoothly should be strictly adhered to.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must rule that the
objection taken by the member for Mur-
chison is fatal, There is nothing to prevent
the member for Guildford-Midland, from
moving that the Order of the Day be post-
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poned until Wednesday, the 13th September,
but it must take its place on the nolice
paper,

HON. W, D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
Jand): I have no objection. I did this to
tacilitate the business of the House and not
to take any unfair advantage. I will not
be here next Wednesday, It is the easiest
thing in the world to have this postponed,
and thai will be done. I thought I would
be straightforward about the matter. In lien
of my first motion, I now move—

That the Bill be read a second time at the
next sitting of the House.

I will not be here then, but will move in
that direction.
Question put and passed.

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. N. Keenan and read
& first time.

MOTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT,
As to Commonmwealth Policy.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [442): 1
move—

That Parliament views with deep concern
the failure of the Commonwealth Government
to announce some definite poliey in respect to
soldier Jand settlement and what financial as-
sistance will be available to assist ex-members
of the Forees who desire to take up primary
production, This apparent lack of policy is
bringing hardship to many Western Australian
ex-servieemen and it is also against the best
interests of Western Australia where there is

so much suitable land available at moderate
prices,

I feel confident that I have the support of
all members of this Hounse in moving this
motion. I am sure that we all view with
great concern the fect that there is no
plan already in operation for soldier settle-
ment, and the rehabilitation of soldiers
generally, Some soldiers have already been
discharged from the Army and are most
anxious to take up land, but there is no
provision for them to do so. We also have
soldier settlers who were settled under the
last, or present soldier seftlement scheme,
and who have been away and taken part in
this war. Some of them have returned, but
no national financial assistance has been
provided for them. We ean appreciate that
their holdings have deteriorated during
their absence, and that it is necessary for
them to be rehabilitated, but no provision
has been made to that end.
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We are all concerned with the latest an-
nouncement that appeared in the Press on
Monday. It states that consideration of
the soldier settlement scheme has again
been adjourned for one month, This is very
disappointing to the soldiers and also to
the members of this House, because we all
realise the urgency for bringing into being
some plan for the rehabilitation of our sol-
diers, The war has been going on now for
just on five years. Surely, after our experi-
ences of the last war, we know that we
should have some schemes ready now. It
geems to me that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will go muddling along until it is
too late. We do not know when this war
will finish., We all sincerely hope that the
time is not far distant. What position will
we be in if we are not ready to receive
these men and rehabilitate them? Who will
be blamed?

Mr. Needbam: You should have voted
‘IYBS.!’

Mr. THORN: That is all nonsense!

Mr. Needham: The soldiers voted ‘‘Ves®’
themselves,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THORN: 1t has hbeen definitely
proved that the Referendum had no bear-
ing on the subject at all. We have already
had an announcement through the Pre-
miers’ Conference, of different plans for
housing and other schemes. They may have
been held back until the Referendum was
over, but they have definitely come to light
now. I think the opinion of most members
of this Chamber was that whichever way
the Referendum went it would have no
effect on the future progress of our States.
How could it have? No Government would
retard the progress of the States because
they did not allow themselves to be bluffed
into selling their birthright. This State
can also be very proud of the faet that it
has, per head of population, the greatest
number of enlistments of any individual
State. That makes our task the more ur-
gent and heavy.

As T was going to say before I was =0
rudely interrupted we, as a State Parlia-
ment, will have the full responsibility for
putting into effeet whatever schemes are
brought down by the Commonwealth, and
we will get the backwash from any failures
or delays in attending to these urgent mat-
ters, We know perfeetly well that the
machinery is set up in the States. We know
that the representatives of the electors in
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the different States understand the require-
ments of their electorates, and that they
are the best and most capable people to
handle this sitnation. Therefore, what-
ever the Commonwealth Government may
say members will ind that the full respom
sibility for the rehabilitation of our sol-
diers will reat on this Parliament, and if
it fails we are the people who will have to
bear the brunt,

Mr. Marshall: We have always to take
the baekwash.

Mr. THORN: Of course. We have heard
a tremendous lot about the new industries
in this State, but we require a magnifying
glass to find them.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
new party?

Mr. THORN: That will not help, but the
Minister will feel the effects of the new
party before he is very much older. We
need a magnifying glass to find the new
industries that have been started in this
State. They are not here! Therefore, we
must realise and appreciate that our great-
est source of rehabilitation for the returned
men is the land. We are a land-minded
population. Our own soldiers, and even
those in other States, have expressed a
wish to go on the land in Western Austra-
lia. Many young Eastern States soldiers
have assured me that as soon as the war is
over they are returning to this State.

The Minister for Mines: I wonder why?

Mr. THORN : Because they realise that
we have the land here, and that the price
of land ia quite reasonable eompared with
that in the other States. Much more land
is available in this State than there is in
the other States, and it is to the land that
we must look to rehabilitate our soldiers. It
is time we had s scheme ready and were
in & position to advise our soldiers what to
expect when they return.

There has been a lot of talk sbout the
failure of soldier land settlement after the
1914.18 war, but sarely to poodness we have
learnt from those failures! All said and
done, it was a partial failure only, like
group settlement and most of our land
schemes. Many of our soldiers on the land
succeeded and were able to pay their way.
We have learnt from the mistakes then made.
Reference has been made to price-fizing.
This State was the first of all to pass price-
fixing legislation and that will be of great
benefit to us when the next land settlement
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scheme for soldiers is undertaken, Many
of the men who were settled on the land
after the last war were crippled by high
costs. Qalvanised wire, 80 necessary for
trellising vines and fencing properties, is
about 23s, a cwt,, whereas soldiers after the
last war paid 80s. a ewt. High costs also
ruted for galvanised iron; in fact, prices of
all necessaries were at the top beeause there
was no price control. Now, fortunately, we
have price control; we have our own State
legislation, which will he invaluable in the
direction of preventing high costs of settle-
ment.

Mr. Marshall: Is not that Act to operate
only for the duration of the war{

Mr. THORN: Yes, but surely we will ap-
preciate its value and continue it! Another
reason for the partial failure of the land
settlement scheme after the last war was
the high price paid for re-purchased estates.
When those estates were subdivided. and
handed to the soldiers, they never had a
chance, owing to the high cost. Soldier
settlers no sooner started operating than
the markets of the world flopped and they
could not get a payable price for their pro-
duce. With all these factors against them,
they certainly had a hard row to hoe, but
in spite of all, T think I am correct in say-
ing that soldier settlers have produced from
their holdings £20,000,000 worth of primary
products. Therefore nobody can contend
that the soldier settlement scheme of 20 odd
years ago was a complete failure.

Some months ago the Land Committee
of the Returned Soldiers’ League sat in con-
ference to devise a land settlement scheme so
that we might be ready to put it into opera-
tion when the time eame. Most of the mem-
bers of that committee sre soldier settlers
from the last war, After months of work
and consideration, the committee drew up a
scheme and, through the Federal office of the
organisation, presented it to the Common-
wealth Government. The Commonwealth
has considered the scheme and regards it
fairly favourably; in fact, we have been in-
formed that guite a large portion of the
scheme will be adopted. Thus the R.S.L,
as a movement, has tried to play its part
in assisting the Commonwerlth to introduce
a scheme that will avoid the errors made in
the previous scheme, But I wish the Com-
monvwealth would get a move on.
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The report of the Rural Reconstruetion
Commission also contains the framework of
a very good scheme. I have perused the
report and I consider that the secheme out-
lined is a sound ome. But what reception
has it met with? I think I am right in say-
ing that the Commonwealth considers it too
costly. 1 believe the estimated cost is
£40,000,000. If that is so, I do not for a
moment consider that it is too costly. If we
do not have a scheme ready to put into
operation, what is going to be the result?
The men being demcbilised will have to be
maintained. I believe it is the intention of
the Commonwealth to keep them in the Army
until we are ready to absorb them, and will
not that cost the country millions of pounds?
It will be a matter of frittering away mil-
lions in maintenance instead of having a
scheme ready under which these prospective
settlers will be able to go straight zhead.
Therefore I say that £40,000,000 for a
scheme is not too much. However, we are
likely to be up against objections of this
sort all the time. Seemingly there is a dif-
ference of opinion between the Common-
wealth and the State Premiers as to sharing
the cost of the scheme, and I suppose they
will go ranging over that question for months
and losing a lot more valuable time.

I regard soldier land settlement as being
mainly the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government. The Commonwealth
has taken all our revenue and is taxing our
people up to the hilt. Thig being so, why
does it not go ahead with the scheme and
accept full responsibility, allowing the
States the management of it? At any rate,
I hope that will be the final outcome of the
conference deliberations. As I have re-
marked, we hear complaints from all over
the country and even from soldier settlers
from the other war., We know that much
money has been spent on printing pamph-
lets, on newspapers and on paying profes-
sors to lecture on land settlement and
rehabilitation after the war. The man-
agement of the affairs of the Commonwealth
at present appears to be in the hands of
young professors. These young men are
directing affairs today and I for one do not
feel preparcd to accept their advice on land
settlement. T would much rather have the
advice of a man of practical experience and
of members of this Legislature who have
been condueting the affairs of the country.
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They are the ones to guide the Common-
wealth Government as to the people fo be
settled on the land and the best means of
settling them.

Mr. Marshall: That is a most unscientific
observation.

Mr. THORN: In theory, perhaps, but not
from the practical standpoint. I consider
that my observations are mest seientifie.
After the 1914-18 war, more than 5,000 men
took up land in this State under the Soldiers’
Settlement Scheme and I presume there will
be just as many—prohably more—desirous
of going on the land after this war.

There is a matter that should cause con-
corn to every member of the House. I refer
to the slaughter of dairy stock. It is a dis-
grace that today our heifer calves and
vealers are being knocked on the head, be-
ing slaughtered holus-bolus for beef. When
the war finishes, we shall find ourselves in
a very serious position because of that, We
shall not be able to look to New Zealand or
Canada, or to other countries outside Aus-
tralia, to help us with our dairying industry
after this war as they did after the last war.
I trust the matéer will be very seriously
treated in connection with our future seftle-
ment, and particularly in connection with the
dairying industry. The slaughtering of
heifer calves and heifer vealers should be
stopped immediately, I have here some
letters that I would like to read regarding
repatriation. One states—

With reference to your communieation re-
garding purchase of & farming property, I
desire fo advise that any applieations in respeet
of land settlement should be addressed to the
Boldiers’ Settlement Scheme, Agricultural

Bank, Perth, which department will give you
details of the scheme.

That is & reply sent to 8 man who wants
to go on the land. Here is another letter
be received—

We acknowledge your letter of the 22nd
ultime concerning the proposed purchase of a
farm under the Soldiers’ Settlement Scheme,
and have to advise you that up to the time
of writing the bank has not heen advised of
the completion of plans concerning the re-
patriation of soldiers from this war; therefore
at present the bank is unable to assist. We
understand that the settlement of soldiers on
the land is one of the matters being dealt with
by the Commonwealth Rural Reconstruction
Comminsion,
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And there is a further letter addressed to
the same person—

In reply to your letter of the 4th October,

and furtber to mine of the 3rd June last, I
regret that I am unable to advise you what
progress has been made by the Commonwealth
authorities in the matter of repatriation of
soldiers from this war. Unless or until this
bank has been appointed to carry out the Gov-
ernment’s policy in this connection, we will
be unable to give you any adviee.
The first of these letters is from the Repatri-
ation Commission, and the other two are
from the Commissioners of the Agricultural
Bank of Western Australia. That is the
position in whiech we find ourselves todx:ty.
Even our Agricultural Bank cannot give
proposed settlers any information. The
position is pretty hopeless, and unless we
do something and do it quickly we shall find
ourselves in g mess. As I said before, tbe
blame, instead of being cast on the Com-
monwealth Government, will rest on our
shoulders. No members with knowledge of
the facts will deny that today we do prac-
tically all the work for the Commonwealth
connected with post offices, pensions and sv
forth; and what do we get for it? We do
not get thanks.

Mr. SPEAKER: That matter does no%
come within the scope of the motion,

Mr. THORN: I urge the Government to
give consideration to the motion, which I
have pleasure in moving.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore): I associate
myself with the motion moved by the mem-
her for Toodyay, on which it was not my
intention to speak. However, I have risen
because of the unfortunate interjection
that came from the member for Perth. A
““Yeg'’ vote or a ‘“No’’ vote on the Refer
endum has absolutely no connection what-
ever wilth the need for us in this State
to do something for the returned soldier
in the way of land settlement, as proposed
by the motion. Are we to assume, because
of the unnecessary interjection, that on the
ground of there having been a **No'’ vote
in Australia there is no need for us in this
State, or in any Australian State, to take
up snch matters as those stated in the
motion? I venture to suggest that even
had there been a sueeessful ‘Yes’’ vote,
the problem would still have come back to
Western Australia, with the added disad-
vantage of our having to do all the work
and having immense diffieulty in obtaining
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the money required. The motion is espeet-
ally appropriate because no Australian
State will have a bigger primary producing
problem® to face than Western Ausiralia
will have. I happen to know that the men
who have come back find there is nothing
ready for themn, nothing at all!

A man who went to the Agricultural
Department g little while ago to make eer-
tain inquiries was told in the eourse of con-
versation that the gentleman who inter-
viewed him was impressed by the fact that
all the men who returned from the war
wanted to grow something. These men
have come back from the war with a frm
belief that they can never return to the
civil occupations which they followed prior
to enlistment. Consequently a vast number
of the youths returning will gravitate to-
wards the land. Provided conditionz are
made snitable and ecomfort is adequate, and
commensurate with the life people have fo
live in the bush, there is no finer ealling in
the world that those boys can go to than
farming is. Farming means freedom of
life. That life has to be planned for them
in advance, so that such questions as ab-
normal debt and abmormal taxation will be
resolved and these settlers will get a fair
chance. By this motion the memher for
Toodyay simply asks us as a responsible
Parliament immediately to set ahout waork-
ing out the plans, so that these young fel-
lows will have the opportunities I have just
mentioned, and espeeially the simple op-
portunity of living a deeent life, unencum-
bered by fluancial worries, on the land.
Nothing whatever has been prepared wp to
date; not even blue prints.

We know that there was a post-war
Rural Reconstruetion Commission, the
chairman of which was our Minister for
Lands, and the personnel of which might
be regarded as highly intelligent. We know
too, from the little we have been told, that
these gentlemen have put up some scheme
for the returncd soldier on the land. The
Commeonwealth Government, however, has
remained mighty silent about that phase.
Agsuming even that there had heen a
““Yes'' vote, there would still have heen
that silence. Members of every Parliament
in the British Empire have stood on their
feet, one after another, and have tnlked
about post-war reconstruction, about the
golden age which they promised the peaple.
I have arrived at the conclusion that every
word they uttered was unttered with their
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tongues in their cheeks. The war can end
tomorrow, and if it does God help those
boys of ours when they come back here!
The member for Toodyay suggesied it
would be necessary to keep those men in
the Army. He is probably right, but it will
be almost impossible to keep men in the
Army after an armistice has heen declared,
I know that from my own experience.

This motion is therefore perfectly
proper. It asks us, as responsible and in-
telligent persons, to set about the task of
preparing plans so that our boys can go
straight from the Army to the land if they
wish to do so. I am amazed that with the
trend of events and with the knowledge
we have of the progress of the Allied arms,
the work has not yet been done. It would
not surprise me in the slightest degree if
within seven days from now the German
people asked for an armistice on any terms
whatever. The breakdown of Germany is
getting nearer and ncarer. When it comes
we shall have to get into some sort of panic
rush to evolve plans for the rehabilitation
of our boys. The present deplorable state
of affairs should never have heen allowed
to come about. Still, ‘‘better late than
never!”” I commend the motion to the
House. Members eannot possibly turn it
down.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—HARBOURS.
As to Formation of State Board.

MR. HILL (Albany} [5.15]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House a State
harbour board should be formed for the pur-
pose of providing the State with a co-ordinated
and efficient policy of harboura and port de-
velopments, administration and control.
I have persistently drawn the attention of
members to forms of transport and the need
for sound transport administration. The
motion does not go as far as I would like,
but is intended only as a step in the right
direction. I hope the day is not far distant
when we shall have not only a State harbour
trust hoard, but u Minister and a depart-
ment of transport to co-ordinate and con-
trol all transport aefivities. When Mr.
Bruee was Prime Minister, he realised the
importance of having a complete system of
transport whieh would enable our total costs
to be kept at a minimum, so that Australin
eould compete in the markets of the world.
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Mr. Bruce arranged with ene of the leading
transport experts of the Empire, Sir George
Buchanan, to visit Aunstralia and report, not
upon the expansion of Fremantle harbour,
but upon transport in Australia with special
reference to port and harbour facilities.
Sir George Buchanan’s report is divided into
two volumes. I draw attention particularly
to Vol, 1, which deals with the economies
and administration of transport. In para-
graph 37 he says—

Porta are the medium or eclearing houses

between sea and land transport. On  their
proper location and efficiency the success of
the transport system as a whole greatly de-
pends, and examples can be given in various
parts of the world of ports being established
at great cost in unsuitable localities (because
land settlement first took place in tbat neigh-
bourhood), regardless of the fact that perhaps
a few miles away there existed a fine natural
harbour.- Australia is well provided with ports
and harbours, both actual and potential, and
in studying for the first time the policy of
port deovelopment in ecach of the States of
Australia, a stranger cannot fail to comment
on the interest taken by all classes of the
community in all the States in the develop-
ment of ports. Every township of importance
on the coast has its own acheme for turning
iteslf imto a port; indeed, some townships of
little importance also have their schemes. It
is all to the good that there is n keen public
interest in port development, and the Btate is
bound to care for isolated eommunities, where
such ccmmunities depend for their needs on
water carriage and must also despatch their
products by water, Apart from such cases,
however, the State is bound to guard carefully
aguainet lavish expenditure and unprofitable
projects.
Another of the leading transport aunthorities
of the world was the late Sir David Owen,
for 16 years General Manager of the Port
of London Authority, and President of the
Institute of Transport of Great Britain. In
one of his articles he very truly said—

Empire trade may be encouraged or vitiated

by the degree of efficiency of its ports.
In his presidential address to the Institute
of Transport he dealt with the problem of
port costs. In the course of his remarks he
said—

A port is not in itself a means of conveyance
or of transport. It is only a facility for the
actual means of transport. A port, in order
to be effective, must adapt itself to the chang-
ing menns of transport. If it does not ite trade
will Jeave it. Or if that is not possible the

result will be a handicapping of trade by in-
creaged costs and delay.

Forty years ago the Port of London pro-
vided proof of Sir David’s coniention. That
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port then consisted of a conglomeration of
docks under the control of various dock
companies, shipping companies and railway
companies. The port was not adapting it-
self to the changing means of transport. Its
t{rade was leaving it and the port was on the
down-grade. As a result of the findings of
a Royal Commission, the Port of London
Autharity was appointed, and that auth-
ority took eontrol of the port in April, 1939,
Central administration provided a co-ordin-
ated and efficient policy of development and
control. The down-grade was converted into
an up-grade, and before the war the Port
of London’s trade broke all existing records.

Let us now turn to this State. We have
spent £26,000,000 on our railways, which
are under the control of a Commis-
sioner and his department. He is respon-
sible to one Minister. On our water supplies
we have spent £14,500,000, Our Director of
Works is one of the most able hydraulic
engineers in Australia. The whole of our
water supplies is under the Water Supply
Department, whieh is responsible to one
Minister. We have a loan liability of
£3,400,000 on our roads. Our Main Roads
Department is responsible to the Minister
for Works who also controls all Iocal govern-
ing bodies, which in turn contrel the other
roads of the State. When we turn
to our ports, what do we find? We
have spent £7,500,000 on our ports,
and we have no one department or
one Minister controlling them. The Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust is responsihle to
the Chief Seeretary. The Port of Perth
is responsible to the Premier. The Bunbury
Harbour Board is responsible to the Minis-
ter for the North-West. The jetties at Al-
bany, Esperance, Busselton and Port Hed-
land and the wharves at Geraldton are under
the Railway Department. The jetties at
North-West ports are under the Harbour
and Lights Depariment, controlled by the
Minister for the North-West.

The Minister for the North-West: Very
good administration, too.

Mr. HILL: I am not doubting that.
Bulk-handling is under the control of the
Minister for Lands, and cool storage faeili-
ties upder the control of the Minister for
Agriculture, When any expenditure is
wanted at a port it is not considered by any
governmental body, but the people con-
cerned have to come cap in hand to the
Minister for Works who administers har-
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bours and rivers. On all sides we hear com-
plaints of our high charges and inefficient
service. Let us see what others have to say.
I will read paragraph 351 of Sir George
Buchanan’s report—

A few remarke on the subject of administra-
tion at the Port of Fremantle are due.
There ie obviously too much interest taken in
Fremantle Harbour by politicians and this I
respectfully suggest is detrimental to the prog-
ress and well-being of the port, The reports
of the parliamentary debates in the Legislative
Agsembly bear eloquent testimony to this state
of affairs, It is ome thing for a Minister of
the Crown to econtrol a department entrusted
to his care, but quite another thing for a
great undertaking such as Fremantle Harbour
to be controtled in its administrative acts by
debates and divisions in Parliament. Again,
if the functions of the Port Commissioners
were those of earners of revenuc for the State,
a case might be made out for political eontrol.
But the port is not a tax-collecting organisa-
tion; the sole concern of the Fremantle Com-
missioners 1a to devise and control an under-
taking that will hand on to eonsumera, whether
in Australia or overseas, at the lowest possible
cost, all produce passing through the port, and
therefore the political interest taken in Fre-
mantle port affairs, and the closd control exer-
cised by the Government, I venture to suggest,
arc misplaced, State control over the ports
exists throughout Australia and I have pointed
out, State by State, where thias control hampers
progress, In no State, however, are such bur-
dens laid upon ports, or, in other words, upon
trade, as those that exist in Fremaptle, and
in no State perbaps is the need for a reform
in methods of administration more urgent than
is the need in Western Australia,

Mr. North: What year was that?

Mr. HILL: That was 1927. Now let us
turn to the Eighth Report (1941) of the
Commonwealth Grants Commission, In
paragraph 178 the report states—

Harbours.—The expenditure out of loan
funds on outer harbours in Western Australia
is large and it does not appear to us that a
sufficient attempt is made to get an adequate
return from the users in the distriets served,
If the traffic will not stand the eost, there is
no reagon for expenditure on harbours unless
it is esgential for the industry of the district,
in which ease the industry should be charged
through a epecial rate. This policy has been
tried in other parts of Australia, and insist-
ence upon it has on occasions led the people of
& distriet to decide that the expenditure on a
barbour was not really necessary for their in-
terest. .

A multiplieation of harbours is uneconomic.
It is true that in Western Australia the Port
of Fremantle returns a large profit, but this
does not make up for the losses on the other
ports. In any case the profit of Fremantle
is no excuse for an unscientific and wunco-
ordinated policy of harbour development. A
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large expenditure has been made on the Bun-
bury harbour, which is only about 100 miles
from Perth, and it is doubtful whether it has
succeeded in overcoming the disadvantages of
the port. .

I will now quote a few figures to show the
result of this unseientific and unco-ordinated
control. In 1924 the Fremantle Harbour
Trust had a loan liability of £2,156,000.
It showed a surplus of £117,000. In 1939,
our last normal year, the loan liability was
£3,406,000, and the surplus was only
£116,320. The only out-port for which
figures are available is Bunbury. There, in
1924, the loan liability was £453,000, and
the surplus £796. In 1939 the loan liability
had grown to £687,000, and a deficiency had
replaced the surplus. The deficiency was
£22,8391. Now let us take all the ports of
the State. Unfortunately there are no
figures available for the years preceding
1931. In that year the ports showed a sur-
plus of £102,000. The surpluses for the
following years were—

Year. Surplus.
1932 £20,540
1933 £33,746
1934 £36,652
1935 £4,362

The total surplus for the years 1931 to
1935 was £236,000, the whole of whick was
paid into Consolidated Revenue. -In each
of the succeeding six years a deficiency was
shown as follows:—

Year. Deficiency.
1936 £17,000
1937 £28,000
1938 £32 000
1939 £18,000
1040 .. .. .. .. £61,000
141 .. .. .. .. £116,000
Other nations and States have changed

their port control. In 1921 the Port of
New York Authority was formed and the
chairman of that authority in the eourse of
& speech made remarks which are so applie-
able to this State that I will read them.
He said—

As a nation we have heen prodigal in the
waste rather than in the use of our national
resourees, but in the Port of New York we
have been prodigal in the negleet of our op-
portunitics. Even prodigality in the use of
them 'could scarcely exhaust their immense pos-
sibilities. We have grown amazingly in spite
of neglect of port planning because of the
natural advantages afforded us but in doing
80 we have created poimts of congestion which
check the easy flow of commerce, limit our
capacity and entail heavy expense.
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We are using automobiles, telephones, ampli-
fiers and many products of invention, art and
seience for our comfort and better intercourse
among ourselves but in our port terminal
operations we are in the main using the
methods of our forefathers when old St. Paul's
churchyard was uptown. If Rip Van Winkle
suddenly returned to Jook upon New York
with its skyserapers, its wonderful shops, its
ever fascinating erowds lie would say, ‘I must
have had a long sleep,’’ but when he wandered
to the Hudson River and saw the tugs and
lighters and car floats, he would say, ¢‘Oh, not
I, but the people of New York have been
asleep,*’ .

I shall not take your time to either ask
or answer why., Ap members of the Port
Authority it is

Not ours to reason why

We have but to do or die
in the attempt to overcome the loss and inertia
of the past, to plan so that we may cateh up
with our past mistakes and recover our lost
opportunities. It iz a berculean task, I shall
not weary you with details or statistics, The
picture you are to see will state them more
graphically and impresgively.

What is the problem? Briefly it is to
apply modern science, experience and inven-
tion to the development of the natural ad-
vantages at hand.

What are the obstacles?
few—

1. The geperal ignorance of and indiffer-
ence to the subject.

2. The immense and complex character of
it.

3. The diverse aunthorities and interests in-
volved, roany of which see only their own tiny
part or prerogatives and are jealous of others,
or are unable or unwilling to look at a larger
horizon.

4. Stubborn adherence to old eustoms.

How are these obstacles to be overcome?

1. By education of all the people as to
what the port problem really means to them
in the cost of doing business, of living and in
the facility to earn their living.

2, By cxhaustive, intensive and continuous
study by qualified and trainped men suech as
those on the staff of the Port Autherity and
as they have been doing it.

3. By a proper spirit of co-operation he-
tween a’l the varipus public and private
agencies working with and through 2 co-
ordinating agency with adequate powers of ad-
ministration. The compact between the States
of New York and New Jersey provides such
an agency and most of the many other official
and unofficial units are showing such a spirit
of co-operation.

4, By demonstrating the economies anil ad-
vantages to be obtained by the applieation of
modern seientifie methods, so as to remove
prejudice and change uneconomic customa.

Here are just a

I think It will he agreed that those remarks
apply equally to Western Australia. We
have created here a point of congestion
which has limited our capacity, entailed
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heavy expenditure and ereated a very lop-
sided State. The necessity has been sug-
gested for appointing an authority to catch
up with past mistakes. Thus it is essential
in Western Australia that we shall have a
State harbours board so that we may have
co-ordinated and efficient policy of harbour
development and control. One of the greatest
obstacles that such a board will have to over-
come is the general indifference regarding
our poris or, rather, ignorance regarding
them. Some people seem to think that trans-
port troubles are ended when products reach
the port of shipment. If that were so, I
would be a very lueky individual. I had
a wharf attached to my fruit shed, and in
one year I sent more produce over my little
wharf than was handled at the port of
Bundeberg in the year 1935-36. With the
advent of improved road facilities I aban-
doned my wharf in faveur of motor trans-
port. In my case my troubles do not start
until I get my produets to the poxt of ship-
ment.

It may be thought that I was fortunate
in being only 17 miles from Albany com-
pared with the position of a grower at
Bridgetown 170 miles away from Fremantle.
On the contrary, the advantage has proved
to be with the Bridgetown grower, because
it costs him less to get his fruit from the
packing shed at Bridgetown to the ship’s
side at Fremantle, 170 miles away, than it
cost me to deliver my fruit from my pack-
ing shed to the wharf at Albany, a distance
of 17 miles. I favour the establishment of
a State harbours board, for with only local
hoards there would be a tendency towards
parochialism. Naturally each port would
claim that the commodities available should
be bandled by it. There would be too mnch
competition. We require fto have ports for
the eountry, and we should not endeavour
to ran the country merely for the benefit
of the ports. I am definitely against the
present port zone system, whieh is based on
one faetor only—railway mileage. Our
object must be to provide export facilities
at the lowest possible cost.

With a sound port poliey trade will natur-
ally flow to its economic port. On the other
hand, I also consider we should have loeal
harbour boards at the more important ports,
in addition to the State harbours board. It
will be recognised that each port has its
local problems, and we must be careful to
build up a sound poliey of decentralisation.
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When we set up a State harbours board, w
must ensure that it is, in fact, a State ba
bours board and not a Swan River harbour
board. It is interesting to note what i
done in other countries. In South Afriet
for instanee, all forms of transport are cor
trolled by the Railways and Harbours Ad
ministration, After the last elections hel
in that Dominion, a Minister for Transpor
was appointed. Unfortunately, I have nc
seen any report from South Africa sine
that appointment was made, and I do ne
know what changes were introduced afte
that change was effected. I have a copy o
the report issued by a Royal Commission o
transport which earried out investigation
in Queensland. The report is dated 1937
The rcecommendations of that body are s
mueh to the point that I will read portion
of them—

It will be appareat from our review of th
particular fports and their problems that th
question of port control called for attentio
early in our inquiry. We heard voluminou
evidence about it. Many witnesses suggeste
that some co-ordination was necessary and muc!
evidence wag directed to the point whethe
ports and harbours should be brought unde
State control,

The system of control by Harbour Board
was established as far back as 1892 by th
Mecllwraith Government, when it was stated b;
the Premier (Sir Thomas McIlwraith) that th
centralised system of administration previousl;
operating had fgiled.

In those ports now under the control o
Harbour Boards the evidence was strongly i
favour of the retention of that form of ad
ministration, which, on the whole, haa workei
satisfactorily.

In most cases the chairman of the Harbou
Board i & prominent business man znd th
members are the representatives of various in
terests in the district served by the ports, wit
Government representation.

That Harbour Boards generally have ren
dered good service cannot be disputed, as thei:
members have heen imbued with an earnes
desive to develop their ports to the best advan
tage; but some ports have reached a stag
when their interest burden has become suc)
that they are finding it difficult to carry on
Particularly is this so in tha case of Rockhamp
ton, which at the 31st Decemher last owes
£250,641 in interest, and had a total indebted
ness of £772,872.

Then the report goes on to state—

The Commission has had no evidence to war
rant a recommendation for any drastic change
of administration of those ports and harbour:
not now controlled by boards, with the excep
tion of Brisbane, which is efficiently admin.
istered but which may benefit from a change
of control. Everything points to the fact that
the Governor-in-Council (through the Harboure
and Marine Department) is exercising prope:
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<ontrol of those ports. Moreover, the evidence
also ehows that the Harbour Board’s adminis-
tration in almost every case is efficient, but
that between two boards there has been a con-
test for trade at the expense of their revenues,
which contest should be terminated; that more
co-operation among Harbour Boards is deair-
able to prevent the unnecessary duplication of
costly plant where one set of equipment can
be used to serve two or more ports; and that
one board may be spending more on river im-
provements than its faeility is worth.

Defects in the Harbour Board system may,
however, be remedied by giving to a central
authority a measure of control of the boards’
activitiea.

Actually there is no proper acope for the
intervention of a tranmsport co-ordination auth-
ority, ns such, as its real function is to co-
ordinate and ration conflicting eervices of
different kinds. If the co-ordimation of ship-
ping services with that of the railways were
contemplated, the position would be otherwise.

We recommend that the present system of
harbour board administration be allowed to
continue, subject to the proposed central con-
trol, not only of capital outlay on the con-
struction of harbour works, but also of revenue
expenditure on maintenance. This would ensuro
that unneceseary work would not be under-
taken out of revenue funde that should be
utilised for repayments to the Government
and would tend to more careful control of
capital expenditure.

We recommend, therefore, that a Central
Portzs and Harhours Authority be established.
The constitution of this central authority is
primarily one for the Government to determine.
It may be, however, that a suitable body would
comprise three or five members, including a
harbours engineer.

The function of this authority should be to
eontrol ond co-ordinate the activities of the
various harbour boards and to administer the
harbours and ports mow operated by the
Treasury.

I am inclined to endorse that recommenda-
tion, which I regard as most applieable to
Western Australia. In New South Wales,
in 1936, the Maritime Services Board took
over the control of the ports there and also
assumed control of the Sydney Harbour
Trust. Thus the whole of the boards there
are controlled by one authority, with loeal
advisory boards at the more important ports
of Newcastle and Port Kembla. In Vietoria
we have the Melbourne Harbour Trust, one
of the most efficient organisations in Ausg
tralia. There is also the Geelong Harbour
Board. Four years ago I had the pleasure
of being the guest of the members of the
latter board. They asked me what sort of
vontrol we had in Western Aunstralia, and T
told them. Their reply was, “Efficlent ad-
ministration in those circumstances is quite
impossible.” The onter ports in Victoria
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are controlled by the Government. I ven-
ture to suggest that Victoria has much to
gain from the ereation of s Victorian har-
bours board controlling all ports, In South
Australia the control of all ports was taken
over by the Souoth Australian Harbours
Board in 1913. That body is also a very
efficient organisation. Before the war it had
paid £2,100,000 into Consolidated Revenue.
Members know what is the relative position
in Western Australia. Now we come to a
very important question of fnancing our
ports. In 1929 a Commonwealth committee
appointed to inguire into transport facilities
in Australia reported as follows:—

Main porta at capital cities show an annual
profit of about £500,000, most of whieh en-
hances 3tate revenues, Minor ports of the
mainland States make an annuval loss of about
£490,00C which is met from State revenues,

About 80 per cent. of the oversea trade is
carried out at the main ports, and thus over-
sea trade is at present being taxed to some
extent o meet the losses incurred at minor
ports. Many minor ports have for a lengthy
period shown annual losses, failing to earn
even their working costs. Other outports are
losing trade on account of motor transport con-
ceatrating trade at larger ports.

The tonnage now uscd in the oversea trade
is in excess of requirements.

It is recommended that—

(a) The finances of the main ports should
be separated from those of the States, and
port chirges adjusted te ensure that the am-
nual revenue of the main ports shall be suffi-
cient only te meet working costs, interest and
amortisation.

(b) Losses at minor ports should be met
from BState revenue, and anpual losses now
incurred be reduced by closing certain ports,
and by rail and road transport concentrating
the sea-borme trade at other more suitable
ports, '

In Queensland, a Royal Commission that
dealt with the same subject apparently ex-
pected, like Sir George Buchanan, that each
port should stand on its'own feet. I do not
consider that policy is right. Because some
ports with natural advantages are cheaply
managed while others are very cosily to
administer, I favour the grouping of all
ports so that those with natural advantages
will nssist regarding the losses on other
ports not so favourably situated. In New
South Wales the profits derived from the
Sydney harbour are by no means sufficient
to meet the losses on the outports of the
State. Four years ago I had the pleasure
of lunching with the Minister for Traps-
port in Sydney. I told him I considered
the port should be brought under the con-
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trol of the Minister for Transport, but the
Minister, Colonel Bruzner, did not agree
with me and held that the ports were an
entirely different proposition from ordin-
ary transport facilities. I do not wonder
that a Minister would not want to control
all the harbours. The Sydney Harbour, of
course, is a beautiful sheet of water with
fine faeilities, but it is not & cheap harbour
to develop. On the other hand, there are
28 ouiports in New Sonth Wales, and al-
most without excepsicu thev have proved to
be a heavy burden on the taxpayers of the
State.

In Vietoria the Melbourne Harbour
Trust has to pay 20 per cent. of its gross
receipts into Consolidated Revenue and the
amount so paid is, I think, more than suffi-
cient to meet the losses on the other ports
of that State. In South Australia all ports
are grouped and the loss on one is offset by
the profits on others. Of their oversen
ports—Port Adelaide, Wallaroo, Port Pirie,
Port Lincoln and Thevenard—the last men-
tioned port is the only one not paying its
way. There are 78 outer ports in South
Australia. When I was there eight years
ago I met the General Manager of the
South Australian Harbours Board. I
thought it wonld be extremely interesting
to find out how the eoastal shipping id
that State would stand up against motor
transport. When I again met that gentle-
man four years ago, he preeted me with
this statement: ‘*Motor transport is play-
ing up with our coastal shipping.’”’ He had
a map of South Australia on the wall and
pointing to it said, “Wallaroo is here and
there is the centre of Yorke Peninsula. It
is possible to eonvey super from the works
to the centre of the peninsula from Walla-
roo by motor at 10s. per fon. He said,
‘*What hope have we of competing with
them? I only wish we could close down 60
of our ports.” He added, “The trounble is
that when we suggest entling out one of
these old worn out jetties, the politicians
complain, ‘Why cut out something we have
had for 50 years?’ forgetting the answer,
‘We did not have motor transport 50 years
ago.) 1y

I wish now fo sdy a word about the fin-
ances of the ports of Western Australia,
as I do not think that will be out of place,
Let me compare the Fremantle harbour
with the Melbourne Harbour Trust wherd
£9,000,000 has heen spent, but £4,000,000
has been paid off. At Fremantle, a sum of
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£3,400,000 has been spent on the port, ar
the loan liability in 1939 was shown .
£3,407,000, in spite of the fact that the Fn
mantle Harbour Trust has paid somethin
like £2,300,000 into Consolidated Revenn
When we turn to the port of Albany, w
find some interesting information. 1 har
complete figures showing the expenditw
on that port. The returns I have indica
that the total expenditure on the port «
Albany has been £196,336 from los
moneys. The revenue expenditure amounte
to £18,506, making a total expenditure ¢
£216,500. In 1938-39, the port was expecte
to pay interest on £273,000. Some of t¥
items charged to the Albany harbhour m
very interesting. In conpection with ti
Albany jetty rcad an expenditure out ¢
revenue in 1859 is charged up as £238 8
2d. Up till 1871, a sum of £6,898 5s. B
had heen spent on the Albany jetty roa
I do not know where that road is. For a
I know, it may have started at the caus
way, but the amount is still charged w
In 1872, the people of Albany complaine
because the revenue from the harbour w:
greater than the expenditure in the whol
district. No fizures are available as to ho
muech the Government has collected fro
the Albany harbour. Al we know is ths
every penny spent on the port, plus a
other £50,000, has been rharged to it, an
it is expected to pay interest on the tot:
sum.

Here is another interesting item. Th
expenditure on the Albany-Kalgan Rive
between 1911 and 1913 was £1,400. I coul
tell members a lot about that expendifur
The work is 16 miles from the Albany hai
bour. I was chairman of the settlers’ assc
elation in those days, and was one of thos
who negotiated with the Government to ge
the work done. We wanted to use wate
transport and required that some rock bar
shonld be blasted ount of the river. Th
Public Works Departruent would not b
guided by local experis on the spot, me
who had been miners and knew how ¢
blast rocks. The member for Guildford
Midland was Minister for Works at th
time. He was at my home, and we had .
flying-fox neross the river. The Ministe
had & ride on the flying-fox and when w
got him in the middle we said, ‘‘There yo!
will stay until yon promise to have th
work done.’”” When the Minister returne
to Perth, he no doubt acted on the prin
eiple that a forced promise was not bind
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ing. Another item charged to harbours and
rivers is interesting, The Bunbury harbour
shows a loan lability of £689,000, The
deficiency in 1938-39 was £22,821, and that
wags the lotal deficiency of the port for that
year. The Geraldton harbour showed a
loan liability of £899,000 and a defieit of
£32,192. But there is £300,000 worth of
wharves under the control of the Railway
Department there, and no figures are avail-
able as to whether they have shown a profit
or o debit. The Albany port shows a loss
of £4,809. The jetty showed a profit of
£3,000, 20 there is only a difference of about
£1,800, The Swan River shows a loan lia-
bility of £400,000, of which the sum of
£300,000 was spent in reclamation, and I
do not see that Swan River reclamations
shonld be charged to the ports of Western
Augtralia.

Then we have other jetties and works,
bridges and plant. It would be interesting
to know what we have for a loan lisbility
of £400,000 for our jetties, steamers and
plant. When we get our State harbour
trost board, I suggest that the loan liabil-
ity be fixed at a reasonable amount, in view
of the enormous sum that has been paid
into Consolidated Revenue, and also be-
canse no provision has been made in the
past for sinking fund. It is absolutely
essential that we group the financial ports
of Western Australia. Fremantle, the capi-
tal port, has almost 2 monopoly of the im-
port trade, which pays wharfage. The out-
ports handle o large percentage-of the ex-
ports, whieh do not pay wharfage. Some
of the profits of the capital port should be
utilised to reduce the interest against the
outperts. " To keep down the liability in
the future, it is essential that all proposed
harbour works should be carefully investi-
gated before any expenditure is ineurred.

For many years in Parliament the poli-
ticians whe are able to pull the most strings
were able to get their pet railways. When
the damage had been done, n Railway Ad-
visory Board was appointed. Its functions
are now taken over by the Transport
Board. Before any new railways are pro-
posed or approved, that board has to re-
port fully and give an opinion as to
whether the expenditure is justified. It
is not economy to spend £1,000,000 a year
on & port, which would mean an annual ex-
penditure of £30,000, merely to save £5,000
or £10,000 on haulage. I should like to
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draw attention to paragraph 549 of the
Buchanan report—

A feature of Australian port development in
the past has been the development of ports in
unsuitable situations, and to mneglect various
fine matural harbours where no engineering
works were required other than c¢omstruction
of wharfs, To give examples:—Rockhampton,
on the Fitzroy River, should not have been de-
veloped, with a harbour like that of Gladstone
only a few miles distant. It is difficult to
understand, again, why a port should have
been created at Newcastle with the natural
harbour of Port Stephens next door. Andg,
finally, in Western Australia, it would he
cheaper to bLuild railways to Albany, rather
than spend the money mnecessary to develop
Bunbury inte a first-class port.

In the report of the Royal Commission in
Queensland, a lot of space is devoted fo a
suggestion for the closing down of Roek-
hampton in favour of Gladstone. Its
members were a judge of the Su-
preme Court, the Commissioner of Main
Roads and a bhusiness director. In
1939, n ship called at Albany. T met the
eaptain, but do not know his name. He
had distinguished sexrvice in the last war and,
amongst other things, was honorary A.D.C.
to His Majesty the King. I mentioned this
controversy hetween Gladstone and Rock-
hampton to the captain, and the fact that
there was no shipping man on the Royal
Commission in Queensland. He said, ‘It is
a great pity there was no shipping man on
the commission because he would have re-
commended the closing down of Rockhamp-
ton and the development of Gladstone.”
When I travelled to Brishane some four
years ago, I met a Queensland member of
the House of Representatives, who said,
“QOur trouble is that we have too many ports.
Gladstone will gradually swallow Rockhamp-
ton. It would be better for them to realise
that now and e¢lose down Rockhampton and
develop Gladstone.”

Last year I had the pleasure of meeting
the leading port engineer and the leading
port administrator of Australia in company
with the leading railwayman of Australia.
They were on a visit to Western Australia.
I previously met port men in Sydney and
Melbourne. They told me they bad exam-
ined the ports of Queensland. I said, “How
is the Rockhampton-Gladstone controversy
getting on?” They said that that did net
concern them, but that the logical thing was
to close down Rockhampton and conecentrate
the trade in Gladstone. A few weeks ago
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I met an important Commonwealth official,
a former Minister of Queensland. I said,
“I hope I am not treading on your eorns
if I refer to the Gladstone-Rockhampton
controversy.'’ He said, ‘‘ No, the sooner they
eut out Rockhampton and develop Gladstone,
the better.” In Newecastle we have another
tragedy. In 1919, one of the problems which
Lord Jellicoe had to report upon was the
congestion in the Sydney Harbour. In his
report he recommended the development of
Port Stephens as a naval port. I had the
pleasure of meeting two gentlemen who were
with Sir Leopold Savilie when he inspected
Port Stephens. One of them said to me,
“Port Stephens is where there should be the
dock.” The trouble with Port Stephens was
that it resembled Albany in that it had no
engineering works. Newcastle as a site for
a dock was, they said, a hopeless proposi-
tion, and so the dock had to go to Sydney.

When I was at Neweastle, T spent an
interesting time with the barbour master. He
told me that but for the B.H.I’,, Newcastle
would not be a seaport today. Newcastle
is not used by producers because they find
it is more economical to send their produce
to Sydney rather than mess around with
Neweastle. The harbour master had a chart
of Newcastle in front of him. He pointed to
a bend in the river and said, “We wanted
to dredge the hank away to get rid of that
bend in order to facilitate navigation. We
dredged and dredged, and finally had to
put a row of sheet piling around the hank
and reclaim it because the soil fell in as
soon as we dredged.” We must be careful
when we consider any proposal for harhour
works. It is very easy to throw away money
on the construetion of harbonrs. When one
. is up against Nature, one never knows how
one will interfere with what Nature has done.
I should like to point out, in conclusion, that
our objective must be to have a complete
and national system of transport which will
keep down our total cost to the minimum so
that onr producers may eompete in the mar-
kets of the world.

‘We have to consider the problem as one
big State problem and not as a series of
loeal problemns. Y repeat, it is not economy
to spend a million on harbours, which means
an annual expenditure of at least £50,000,
in order to save £5,000 or £10,000 in railage.
We have to consider all problems of trans-
port as a whole and which of the various
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means of transport is capable of doing use-
ful work for the benefit of the community.
The gotden age of railways has passed, but
railways under wise control ave still our
main means of land transport. Motor trans-
port has capabilities of useful serviee for
the community, but not unlimited serviee.
Ajy transport has come to stay. We want
a poliey which will encourage more coastal
shipping, but the trouble is that the workers
in the varions activities seem to consider
that their particular job is the end insteasdt
of the means to some other end. For in-
stanee, the railway mind is inclined to think
that a port exists for no other purpose but
to act as a feeder for the railways. Some
railway men would almost go to the extreme
of cutting out motor transport, while some
motormen  would advoeate that motor
vehicles be allowed unrestricted competition
with the railways. Our aim must be to have
each of the varions means of transport work-
ing where it can best serve the interests of
the community as a whole, and to achieve
that object we must see ports in their proper
perspective, acting as efficient links between
the various means of land transport on the
one hand and sea transport on the other, It
is with that object that I move my motion.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

MOTION—MEAT SUPPLY.
To Inquire by Seleat Commiltee.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [6.2]: I move:

That a Seleet Committee be appointed to
inquite tnto the supply of meat to the people
in the metropolitan area, and its disposal,
with particular reference to frozen meat; snd
to make such recommendations as the com-
mittee thinka fit.
In submitting the motion to the House [ am
actuated by two reasons; the first s the
recent experience of consumers in the metro-
politan area who had to purchase frozen
meat and the second is my desire to have
an inquiry made into the method of supply-
ing meat to the metropolitan market, with
a view of ascertaining whether some im-
provements can be made that will ensure the
quality of the meat supplied and a reason-
able price to the producer and to the con-
sumer. While the motion only asks for the
appeintment of a Seleet Committee, I would
much prefer the appointment of a Royal
Commission, beeause the matter is not a
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small one, It is an involved and very big
question and consequently it could be dealt
with better by a Royal Commission taking
evidence on oath and conducting its proceed-
ings in public so that the whole question
could be thoroughly investigated in all its
aspeets.

Members will probably recall a motion
that was discussed in this Chamber last year
dealing with tbis question. It was then men-
tioned by the Minister for Lands that it was
undesireble to publish figures of the quanti-
ties of meat available. There is no desiro
on my part to have that phase of the matter
investigated; if it is desirable to keep such
matters secret at present I do not want them
disclosed. My desire is that we shall inves-
tigate thoroughly our present method, which
has been in vogue for the past 50 years or
so, in order to ascertain whether we can
devise better methods of handling the stock
for the metropolitan market. One reason
that actuated me in taking this action is that
within recent months the Minister for Lands
stated certain representations had been made
to him with a view to enlarging the Midland
Junction saleyards. That is another matter
that could be investigated on this proposed
inquiry, because I {ake it that any additiona
to the saleyards would be such as to serve
for enother 20 or 30 years. Further, it may
be possible for ns to obtain finaneinl assist-
anee from the Commonwealth and therefore,
before incurring snch expenditure, I hope
full inquiry will be made.

I am aware that the Minister has ap-
pointed a committee to go into this matter
of the meat supply for the metropolitan
market, but that commitlec is not taking
evidence on oath and the evidence
submitted to it will not be available
to the general publie, both consumer and
producer. I do not know who the members
of the commitiee are, except one, and 1
have not the slightest doubt that they will
thoroughly investigate the matter and that
the conclusions they come fo will be their
considered opinion, but in order fo carry
weight I think eny evidence tendered should
be published, so that the public may be
aware of it. As I said, the present method
of selling onr stock at the Midland Junetion
market has been in vogne for many years.
One of its great disadvantages is that the
Railway Department experiences some diffi-
eulty in trangporting the stock to the one
point practically between midday on Tuesday
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and § a.m. on Wednesday. Any enlarge-
ment of that ares to meet the increased
number of stock will enhance the difficul-
ties of the Railway Department. It neces-
sarily follows that in order to deal satis-
factorily with all this traffic the de-
partment must have a large number of
stoek trucks, which for the rest of the week
are possibly standing idle. That is un-
economieal. If we could devise a system
whereby the stock could be brought down
not on the one day but on each day of the
week, obvionsly the railways would have an
easier problem to solve and would not re-
quire such a large number of stock trucks.

The Minister for Justice: Do you not
think that some of the stock could be killed
in the country?

Mr. SEWARD: T am only starting my
case. I probably sgree with the Minister
on that point. Another of the great disad-
vantages of our present system is the flue-
tuating market; neither the producer nor
the eonsumer is satisfied. Some of the stock,
probably owing to congestion on the rail-
ways and for other reasons, arrives at the
stockyard at midday on Wednesday, when
the majority of it has been sold and
possibly most of the buyers have got their
requirements, This late stock, even though
it may be of better quality than that sold
earlier in the day, is then sold at probably
shillings below its value, and eonsequently
one hears the producers complaining that
owing to one reason or another—excessive
yarding or late arrival—their stock has been
sold at much below its value. During an-
other week, possibly owing {o wet weather
in the country preventing the loading of
stock, meat is in short supply at the market
and is sold at an inereased price of 3s., 4s.,
or 5s. a head, and accordingly the producer
benefits. = But what of the consumer?
He is hit by those higher prices, yet he dees
not derive any benefit when there is an
over-supply. Consequently under our pre-
sent system nobody is satisfied and it is
high time we investigated it with the object
of bringing about a change.

What particular system can we adopt, it
might be asked? One suggestion, repeatedly
made by many people, is the system of sell-
ing on the hooks; that is, sending the stock
to the abattoirs direet, having it slaughtered
and graded, and then having the price fixed
by appreaisers according to the grade. If
sueh a seheme were adopted it would ob-
viously solve many of the Railway Depart-
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ment’s difficulties, because instead of send-
ing the stock to Midland Junetion on the
one day—Wednesday—it could be rationed
out and different districts could send their
stock to the abattoirs dircet on different
days of the week. This would avoid taking
the stock off the pastures on Monday or
early on Tuesday morning and sending it
to Midland Junetion to be put in the yard,
stay there all day, and after having been
gold, removed and killed late on Thursday
or Friday without having had anything to
eat from Monday. That depreciates the
value of the stock, whereas under the system
I have outlined the stoek, when slanghtered,
would be in better condition. The prodncer
would get a better price for his stoek and
the consumer would be assured of hetter
quality meat. The railways would certainly
have a much ensier task.

I know there are diffienlties involved in
this particular method. I know that some
men, closely connected with the meat trade
for many years, tell us that the system can-
not be worked in this State. Others, who
have also been connected with the meat trade,
say that it will work. That is one of the
main reasons why I should like an exhaus-
tive pnblic ingquiry to be held, so that we
can have this particular question settled.
Obviously, if the system is feasible it cer-
tainly will benefit both the producer and the
consumer. We already have a similar sys-
tem in operation in the Albany district. The
Albany Freezing Works receive consign-
ments of lamb, mutton and pig which they
kill and grade, paying the purchaser the ap-
praised price on the hocks. That probably
eaters well for the requirements of the lower
Great Sonthern distriet. I remind members
that the time has come for us to consider the
future. Only a few days ago the Minister
for Commeree, Mr. Seully, stated that if
inland killing centres should be established
Commonwealth finance would be available
only to those who killed for export as well
as for loecal consamption. Therefore it is
reasonable to assnme that in making money
available the Commonwealth Government
will onlv eonsider such inland centres. To
protect onr interests and so that we may par-
tieipate in any finances which the Common-
wealth Government may make availahle for
this work, we should get busy and determine
whether this is a feasible project or not
and, if it is, where the inland freezing works
should be established.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

: ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SEWARD: I was drawing attention
to the need for conducting this inquiry so
that we may be ready with plans for the
introduction of inland killing centres after
the war, in the hope that such places would
be selected having regard to their suitability
and not merely because some over-zealous
locality put forward an application. Also,
we might combine the export killing with
the home consumption killing and therefore
interest the Commonwealth Government in
assisting us to finance this venture. That
coneludes the reasons that I have for moving
this motion as far as improving the system
of marketing meat is concerned from the
producers and consumers' points of view.
By the adoption of some better system the
inereasingly big problem that we set our
railways will be removed because of the
orderly transport of our fat stock to the
killing centres and, in addition, the producer
will be able to get his stock to the market
in better condition and so secure a more
regular and better price. Also, the con-
sumer will be assured of a better quality
article.

I think that on these counts alone this
inquiry would be fully justified, but there
remains the second part of my motion. It
refers to the quality of the frozen meat that
was recently supplied to the market. As is
well known, of recent months the market,
by reason of the fact that sufficient fresh
meat was apparently not available, was sup-
plied with frozen meat and the butchers
had to take a certain percentage of their
requirements in that form. On the eve of
his departure from this State the Meat Con-
troller, Mr. Tonkin, published a statement in
the Press in which the following appeared :—

I understand that some criticism has been

levelled at the quality of the frozen meat re-
leased, and that some retail butchers have
refused to handle it. It is amazing that this
should oceur, particularly as the meat industry
of Australia has been built up and still de-
pends on its export trade inm frozen meat.
I have no hesitation in saying that the frozen
meeat industry of Australia was not built
up on the type of meat supplied to the
metropolitan area in the last few weeks. In
some instances it was black, tough meat with
no fat attached to it. Had that meat heen
supplied to the United Kingdom, or any
other country to which we send our frozen
meat in times of peace, no purchaser would
have come back for a seecond issue of it if
other meat had been available.
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The Minister for Justice: Did you discuss
the position with the Deputy Controller in
Western Australiay

Mr. SEWARD: No, but he read my mo-
tion and, as a result, it subsequently reached
my ears that he wanted to know if I would
withdraw it. I did not know to whom he
spoke, but whoever it was seemed to
indicate that I would not withdraw the
motion, and that prompted his statement.
I do not know whether Mr, Tonkin saw this
meat, but I presume, as Controller of Meat
in Australia, it i his duty to find out
exactly what meat is supplied to the con-
suming public.

Mr. Watis: He should have been made to
eat some of it!

Mr. SEWARD: If only a few complaints
had been made one might feel inclived to
let the matter pass, because various eom-
plaints—some of which were not justified—
have been made right from the inception of
the rationing of meat. Most people realise
that if we have to supply extra meat to the
United Kingdom, they sbould be ready to
fell in with any necessary plans to reach
such a desirable objective. But, as I will
point out direetly, the plans that were made
to put meat into the freezers last year were
not guaranteed to get the best meat avail-
able, Further on in Mr, Tonkin’s state-
ment we find this—

Those who are critical of the frozem meat
trade are doing a disservice to Australia.
Here I take the liberty to disagree flatly with
Mr. Tonkin, As 5 matter of fact, I think
it is our duty to rivet public attention on
such a matter because, far from doing a
a disservice we are doing a service to Aus-
tralia. We are pointing ont that meat that
has been supplied to the market is not up to
the standard on which the Australian frozen
meat industry has been built. We may be
drawing public attention to it at a disservice
to some of those who are in eontrol, and who
should ensure that the public get supplies
of good meat. But thai particular point
does not interest me very much. The com-
plaints made were not few in number.
Everyone who had anything to do with thig
meat complained sbout it. There must,
therefore, have been something wrong with
it. I have not had much opportunity to in-
vestigate the matter, but I did make a few
inquiries and they confirmed the opinion T
already had, namely, that the meat liberated
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on the metropolitan market was not pur-
chased for the purpose of freezing and sub-
sequent release for consumption as frozen
meat. It was bought for dehydration. I
know that it consisted mainly of old ewes
bought up last year at 3s. or 4s. a head, and
members can imagine the type of mutton it
was. The meat was put into the freezers
for the purpose of dehydration.

The Minister for Justice: What is the idea
of using inferior meat for dehydration?

Mr. SEWARD: The best grede of meat
is not suitable for dehydration because tho
fat boils down or disappears. My adviee
is that only the poorest quality meat is fit
for dehydration.

The Minigter for Justiee: It is very in-
ferior ineat, then?
Mr. Maan: It is common market practice.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so. That is the
particular type of meat, I understand, that
was released, As proof of my statement
that this should not have been the only meat
available, I recall the discussion that took
place in this Honse last year on a motion
moved by the member for Beverlej‘r. The
Minister for Agriculture spoke during the
course of the debate, and quoted from =
letter which he had written to the Minister
for Commeree giving utterance to the general
opinion held thronghout the sheepowners of
this State. I quote his remarks—

It is eonsidered that in this State it would
be desirable to explore every avenue to have
all suitable export types treated for export, so
that the large amounts of mutton which are
in the country eould be used to better advan-
tage for eivilian requirements.

Last year was a very good one and large
numbers of fat sheep were available at
shearing time. The member for Beverley
strongly stressed that point in his speech.
He said it was desirable that that particular
type of meat should, as far as possible, be
killed and put into the freezing chambers
in order that it wounld be available to the
consuming public in the autumn of this year
when the supplies of fat meat are less. But,
as the Minister pointed out, that was not
done, The Minister, further on in his
speech, said—

With the price of ewe and wether mution
&g it is at present (2%d. per 1b. and falling)
it is likely that much fat sheep of these types
—whieh is in effect available—will not be for-

warded by producers owing to the low returms
likely,
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That is exactly what happened. The pro-
ducers found themselves in a great difficulty.
They had the sheep in good condition and
knew that if they did not sell them they
would probably deteriorate through the
summer which, unfortunately, proved to be
exceptionally long. Owing to the mess-up
in connection with the prices and the diffi-
culty of getting any fixed price for this par-
ticular type of mutton, they were forced to
hold their stock on the farms. Ag a matter
of fact, the Minister mentioned in his speeeh
a eonversation he had with Mr. Farrell.
Thig is what he had to say—

I am advised by Mr. Farrell, telephoning
from Melbourne on Sunday, that he has every
r¢ason to believe that the United Kingdom will

in¢lude mutton in its next contract for meat,
at a price favourable to mutton producers,

[Resolved : That motions be continued.]

That was the position. It was not done
at the particular fime. The owners did not
know what price they would get for their
mutton. They certainly did not want to send
it to the market and get the priee for dehyd-
ration mution. As & consequence they held
it for go long that the summer was far gone
and the sheep had lost all their condition,
with the result that a great deal of that type
of mutton was lost to the eonsumer. That
was the position last year. Had that mut-
ton been available at a reasonable price and
put into the freezing chambers the public
would have got a good article, the prodncer
would have got a reasonable price, and there
would not have been the dissatisfaction that
has arisen by reason of the poor quality
of mutton supplied recently.

This poor quality stuff was dehydration
mutton. T understand it was bounght at 3s.
to 4s. per sheep and sold to the butchers
at 514d. to 6d. per Ib. What the eonsumers
paid for it, I do not know. The increase
of price, of course, was brought about by
the freezing charges which I believe are
about one-sixteenth of a penny per Ib. per
week. The mutton had been in the freezers
for a long time and the charges had mounted
np. This points to the necessity for ensur-
ing that only the best type of mutton goes
into the freezers. Mutton of the hest grade
might he put into the freezers, but it comes
out a grade lower. If it goes in as first
grade, it comes out as second grade. There-
fore we should put only the best stuff in
and not permit this other poor mutton to
be frozen.

[{ASSEMBLY.]

There is another point. Butchers wer:
particularly perturbed in their handling of
this frozen meat by reason of the fact tha
they were not given any instrustions as tc
bow it ought to be handled. With a mar

. accustomed to handling frozen meat, it car

be done efficiently. The meat needs to b
thawed out. A butcher gets a frozen car
case and it might take one, two or three days
to dispose of it. If it is being passed i1
and out of the butcher’s freezer for two o
three days, hy the time he serves the las
cut it is almost a black jelly. A bigge
butcher, however, can dispose of a larg
quantity quickly. He can cut up a carcas
and sell it quiekly and generally it is o
better quality than the meat sold by a smalle
butcher. The butchers should have bee
instructed how the meat should he handlec
or treated before they retailed it to the con
suming publie.

Those are the reasons that actuated me i1
moving the motion. I hope that n Selec
Committee will be appointed or if the Minis
ter prefers it, a Royal .Commission, so tha
the whole matter can be thoroughly investi
gated in the publie light, and particular])
that growers might have made available &
them ony evidence on the selling on the hool
principle.  They are interested in it. I
has been inaugurated at Albany, and grower
want to know why it cannot be adopte
throughount the State. It would be beneficia
to the growers and I believe would also b
beneficial to the consumers. I hope that th
Minister will approve of an inquiry, an
even broaden it to inguiry by Royal Com
mission instead of by Select Committee.

MRE. MANN (Beverlev): I am glad tha
the member for Pingelly has tabled th
motion and I hope that the House will de
cide in favour of the appointment of :
Roval Commission. There is tremendou
scope for such an inquiry. First of all i
should consider the distribution of meat i
the city area. Then it should eonsider th
killing. I think the time has arrived whe
we should provide for killing in the eountr!
and for refrigerated space on the railway
to bring the meat to the city. Take th
position at the Midland market. Often th
stock trains run late. T can speak fron
experience becanse I worked for a stoel
firm and I know the condition of the markel
A breakdown might occur and some of th
sheep be sold in the morning and others il
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the afiernoon, and in those circumstances
the prices often vary.

If a farmer happens to bring a piece of
mutton to the city for a friend he is often
told what wonderful mutton jt is. The
reason is obvious. The farmer kills a sheep
and allows the earcase to hang overnight.
Very few of the farmers have refrigerators,
but they keep the meat in a eellar or in
some cool spot. The sheep that are sent to
the Midland market, however, may have
been travelled 20 miles and then been
trained 200 wmiles. Then they are left at
Midland and often they will not take water.
Thirsty sheep may he taken to water and
they may refuse to drink. The result is
that the mutton is parched and dry before
it is sold, and is not to be compared with
mutton killed in the country. In the United
States of America, the sheep are killed in
the eountry, put into refrigerated vans and
sent to the town. In the same way -our
metropolitan  area should be supplied.
Therefore I say that the killing part of the
business is definitely one for investigation.

The other question is that of selling on
the hook. Sheep intended for the export
trade are taken from the farm ito Robb's
Jetty and killed and graded there. A ques-
tion nssociated with that of selling on the
hook has regard to the offal—the liver,
heart and so forth. At Robb's Jetty all
hearts, livers and brains are frozen in
lumps and in that form shipped overseu.
I connot see why the same principle eanmot
be adopted at Midland Junetion.

The Minister for Mines: Who owns the
offul?

Mr. MANN: Tt is =sold with the earecase,
‘Why cannot that system be applied to Mid-
land Junection? Stock agents cannot con-
trol the movement of the market, though
a grower is not permitted to order a truck
for sheep exeept through a stock agent for
fear of glutting the market. Consequently
this week there might be 20,000 sheep of
heavy quality coming into the market on a
very hot day, and prices will fall. This
might be followed by a cooler week.

Mr, Seward: Or hy wet weather.

Mr. MANN: That is so. Thus the market
fluctuates all the time. It only needs two
or three big buyers to hold off and they
ean handle the market as they like. If the
hook system werc adepted, killing would be
carried on constantly all the week and
strikes wounld be avcided beeause the posi-
tion of the slaughterman, who wants to
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work as much as he can, would be improved.
Thus the work would be distributed over
the whole week. This is ¢ point that ought
to be investigated.

I honestly believe that the Government is
going to be faced with the same position
with regard to mutton in the eity as pre-
vailed last year. A lot of sheep will be com-
ing down as soon as the wool is off and by
abhout November Midland will bave a fairly
beavy market. The general opinion in the
country is that by February a very diffi-
eult position will have arisen with regard
to mutton supplies in the city. If we get
8 heavy storm in January, the rain will do-
good by replenishing water supplies, but
it will spoil any reserve of dry feed and
farmers will not have the feed to keep the
stock in condition. So T say to the Govern-
ment, “Watch your step very carefully in
regard to future supplies.” I agree with
the member for Pingelly about the black
stuff that was sold to consumers. Dehydra-
tion mutton is an old type of ewe or four-
tooth wether,

I attended the Subiaco sale last Friday
and saw a buyer purchasing any type of
cow that showed any meat at all and paying
£9 or £10 per head. T made inquiries and
was told that he wns buying dairy eows in
milk and killing them. For the last three
years the Midland market has been killing
at a tervific rate some of the world’s hest
heifers, and the econsequence is that this
State is going to he faced with an insuffi-
ciency of cows., According to this morn-
ing’s mewspaper, lack of manpower is one
reason why dairy production has fallen off,
but another reason is the killing off of
heifers that should be the breeders of the
future. Some control should be exercised
over tke slaughter of heifers.

1 hope the House will agree to the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. Whether
the inquiry he made by Select Committee or
Royal Commission, it should be representa-
tive of the three parties in Parliament. We
do not want civil servants appointed to it.
To me it seemns that the State is being run
at present by civil servants. If we had A
eommitiee or commission representative of
the three parties, we wonld be in a position
to eall the requisite evidence and get full
informntion on the questions that are in-
volved. Even to-day, without that power,
and without any committee appointed, it is:
to be hoped that this matter will be taken
inte consideration. I strongly urge the ap-
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pointment of a Royal Commission. This is
1ot a party question, but one which concerns
all of us.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

. MOTION—POST-WAR ACTIVITIES.
As to Development of Tourssi Traffic.

MR. NORTH 82]: I
move—

That in spite of recent somewhat gloomy
prophecies as to the State’s future, this House
suggests to the Government that it should in-
clude as part of its post-war activities a con-
certed plan to make Western Australia a tour-
ists’ paradise, and Perth the Paris of the
Southern Seas.

{Claremont)

It may not be known to members that just
oulside San Francisco there is a large notice
reading, “Welecome to San Francisco. This
is the best climate in the world, next to that
of Perth, Western Awustralia.” Very few
people in Australia know that the notice is
there; but it represents a very gratifying
fact and shows that in the outside world,
or at least in some places, it is known that
we have this splendid asset.  Very few
democracies in the outside world have had
the decency to stress the knowledge that wo
in Perth enjoy the best climate in the world.
The world at large knows nothing about us.
In addition to our climate we have, sinec
developments during the last few years in
aviation, the fact that our eountry has he-
come suddenly accessible, Formerly we were,
so to speak, part of the other world to the
great world at large. We were then at least
a month away by a good steamship. But
day after day the European and American
worlds are being brought to within three or
four days of Fremantle, All those things
must lead us to alter our conception of
Western Australia in the scheme of things.

The third factor is known to all members,
that jost before the outbreak of this war
a statement was made in “The West Aus-
tralian” to the effect that the preatest in-
dustry in Canada was not the wheat indus-
try, nor some other industry that we know
of, but the tourist industry, which brought
in the biggest money of all. The fourth
point I wish to stress is that the City of
Durban, though I have not been there for
some years, has been able to state that it
had no rates thanks to tourists from Johan-
nesburg and other parts of the African con-
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tinent. The fifth point I would make is
that there have been some rather gloomy
forebodings expressed recently as regards
Western Australia in the matter of ordinary
legitimate industries and big manufactures.

No doubt all those problems will be
handled in the best possible way; but when
they are all handled there still will be per-
haps some difficulty for ns in reaching that
prosperous position in wbich we would like
to see our State, the position we held in the
good times. If those five points are ae-
cepted, it is easy to make out a case for
the early appointment, after the cessation
of the war, of a tourist director and a tourist
office. After all, we have for a hundred
vears or so heen sending wealth out of
Western Australia, and the time has surely
come when we may try to get back some of
that wealth, and by an expenditure of money
in reasonable and sound directions bring
back a large income to Western Australia,
over and above all the things we are plan-
ning now to do and will ‘do after the war.

We know that the whole world caters for
tourists, but still we have an excellent op-
portunity in the sense of our very small
population against the large population out-
side. To make my point g little clearer,
nobody will censure Western Australians,
when their long leave comes or an oppor-
tunity for a tour of the world presents it-
celf, for exercising their right. But if half
the people in this State now were to take
n ticket for a world tour, they would be the
merest handful compared with the citizens
of the countries they would visit. When we
bear in mind that there is only one Western
Australian in every 4,000 people of the
world, we see how large a number there is
to draw upon to visit us if we go into the
question thoroughly., What are the attrae-
tions that Western Australia offers to the
outside world? In the first place we are,
as I have said, accessible. For anyhody leav-
ing Europe or America it would be, in the
new eonditions of transport, not diffieult to
visit Western Australia. We, at the other
end of the world to them, would he somewhat
attractive to start with, providing that the
work of the tourist director and his staff
receives attention in those countries from
which we desire to attraet tourists.

Having got that fact in our minds, that
there will be an urge in other countries to
come much further distances than formerly,
because the world has become shrunken, we
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see that the people of other countries may
eome to consider the attractions Western
Australia has to offer a5 greater than those
of other parts of the world. In the firsl
place, the factor of eclimate, which means
little to us, means everything to the people
I am thinking of. Curicusly enough it hap-
pened last weck that I read in a large En-
glish paper called “The Manchester Guar-
dian,” an artiele disenssing the South of
France, the wvaunted pleasure resort of
Europe for the very rich people of the
world. That article quoted a chemist from
Cannes who stated that half the people left
the place in much worse health than they
arrived in, and that the conditions there
were shocking; that the climate was bad, and
that the hotels were badly run and gave very
poor value for money.

Tn Western Australia we have perfect
climatic conditions for most of the year, and
the fact that we produce a great many excel-
lent foods and wines and beers gives a very
good start for somebody who wants to come
away and enjoy a trip. Partly with Govern-
ment money expended through the tourist
harcau and partly with funds supplied by
private enterprise, which would benefit from
a large tourist population, this ecountry
could he made very atiractive. Private en-
terprise would benefit greatly from the bring-
ing of a large tourist population to Western
Australia. On the Government side the
duty of the Tourist Burean, besides adver-
tising Western Australia’s attractions, would
be to indicate suitable centres to which we
desire tourists to come, centres having first-
elass hotels run not necessarily by the Gov-
ernment but built and managed under super-
vision. We could not bave tourists intey-
fering with our ordinary life, but we must
face the question in a sensible way. A great
deal, of course, would depend on choosing
the right man to run the show as tourist
director. He would require a very large
salary, and he ought to have worldwide ex-
perience, if such a man ean be found. His
job would be, apart from other things, to
give much better utterance to a number of
the things which I am endeavouring to ex-
press now. All equipment would have to
be the very best that money ean buy.

This motion is not a sentimental one, but
one of hard cash. In London, where T lived
as 8 student, there was an honest firm which
advertised, “It is your money we want.”
That is the: position as regards this tourist
motion. It is the hardest cash motion that
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has eome before the House this session, and
will be recognised as such if my intentions
are correctly conveyed to memhers. The
tourist director would point out in other
directions the amenities which we can sup-
ply as well as any other ¢ountry. If things
are done, they must be done on the very
best ecnle, .One thing we should do is to
get hold of the Commonwealth Government
and have a very straight talk fo it, have a
real show-down with Commonwealth Min-
isters after the war as to how far they are
to permit themselves to be influenced by
powerful interests in eastern Australia as
regards the development of our secondary
industries, If from these hard conversations
with Canberra we find that our sucecess in
this eonneetion is going to be very limited
in the matter of secondary industries, we
ghall have a right to go to the Commonwealth
Ministers and tell them frankly that we are
determined to have Western Australia de-
veloped into & country with a big popula-
tion and therefore must expect from the
Commeonvwealth, for this purpose amongsf
others, those large sums of money which are
needed to attract s large section of the
world’s population to spend their time with
us, with the ultimate object of obtaining
a large sprinkling of oversea visitors who
wonld become enamoured of conditions here
and would settle in Western Australia, thus
adding to this continent’s population,

The motien mentions the word “Paris,”
which seems to have something laughable
about it. The city of Paris, however, has a
large population which can live very com-
fortably from the profits of the tourist
trade. My endeavour is to ensuve that the
assets we have will be used in an intelligent
manner to get revenue from tourists, Hav-
ing imbued the Government with the idea
of brilding up some first-class hotels where
they are wanted, we would next go into the
fransport question. Today this is a little
work-a-day State battling along with whest
and wool and g little bit of manunfacturing
and a little bit of fruit—hattling in a humble
way, unknown to the world—and we have
to be content with very small, humble con-
veniences. But if we are prepared to en-
gage a first-class director who is a world
expert and understands the tourist traffic we
will be able to put a twist of a very different
nature on all onr activities. There is room
for us to modernise our railway system from
Adelaide to Perth, to improve our shipping
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facilities, boost up our airways and improve
the east-west road by bituminising it all the
way.

We could improve our parks and put our
elcetric eables underground, and have proper
streets instead of streets in which there are
poles and bits of wire everywhere for us to
fall over so that the place looks like a wild-
west town. We could de all that with a
very easy conscience from the finaneial view-
point if we knew that there was a prospect
of an influx of tourists who would bring lots
of money to spend, and many of whom would
settle here and add to our population. If
that policy were adopted we would
create here an industry such as they
have in Canada, the greatest industry in
the Dominion. 1 challenge anyone in this
House to say there is any State in Australia
that could offer similar conditions to ourz,
if we were prepared to set to work and con-
sider the development of the touwrist indus-
try as part of our post-war reconstruction
plans. We must next consider what attrac-
tions we ecan offer to tourists when they
come here, Of course, details would be left
to the director but, if it is our intention to
pass this motion with a view to its being put
into effect, we should consider a few matters
that might well be looked into.

1 have suggestions, some of which might
be rejected as guite futile, but I offer them
for consideration. I suggest that the enter-
tainment cquestion should be econsidered. I
do not refer to picture shows; they are avail-
able everywhere at all times. I think that
when we advertise in America and Europe
urging people to come to Western Aus-
tralia, which has the best eclimate in the
world, we might add that it has the
best orchestra in the Southern Seas.
That would be worth putting to these whe
like that sort of thing. We might elso bave
one or two good jazz bands, thus catering
for people that like that form of music.
Here we have a climate admirably suited to
open-air arenas. When I was in San Fran-
ciseo on my way to the last war I went to
a place called Oaklands, where there was a
beautiful amphitheatre. It had no roof and
was something like the old Roman theatres.
In that arena I heard the violinist Kreisler
play to an enormeus audience. It was s
begutiful night, such as we have in Western
Australia. The situation was idea) and thd
arena was very cheaply constructed.
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If we are going to do this thing properly
we must spend money and in that way we
shail get money back., That is something
we could do. We are a musical race. The
few orchestras that exist are highly praised.
Western Australis must have one of the
best, if this scheme is to come to fruition.
Money is worth spending on such an object.
Then there is the question of what people
like to see. We might cater not entirely for
the wealthy people of the world but for
“Mum, Dad and the family” during the long
service leave which I hope all workers will
be granted after the war. Even if there
were only a eertain numbher in the eategory
we could cater for them. They would not
live in a very high way but they would con-
stitute & big increase in the population
during their stay.

During this war business people and
others have felt the effect of the presence
of tourists. In the old days we used to say,
“Join the Navy and see the world.” Our
tourists of the last few years have been in
uniform but they have had & great effect on
the business of Western Australia. One has
only to speak to the taxi-drivers about thah
and also to the owners of other businesses.
Their presence has led to an increase in the
note issue. The member for Murchison
could give us accurate information on that
but T think that it has risen to £150,000,000.
When these tourists leave us we sball begin
to feel the draught again! Experts in this
House have told us that the fature of our
various industries will be difficult. Here is
a new industry which, if bandled praperly,
wilt come to the top and consequently the
subject is one we cannot afford to neglect.

Returning to suggestions for the enter-
tainment of visitors to this State: Having
been assured of a comfortable trip here and
reasonable acecommodation and good pro-
visions, including the best beers and wines
if they want them, they would expeet to see
in this eountry something different from
what they have been acecustomed to seeing
elsewhere. They do not want fo see the
old things all over agsin but to witness
something new. What can we offer them?
That is the question we have to consider.

Mr. McLarty: A trip to the Zoo!

Mr. NORTH: In that connection I must
confess that Toronga Park is superior to
anything we have. As a matter of faet T
had a note here to remind me to refer to
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the zoo. I have in mind what we might do
if we had some reaily enthusiastic visitors.
It might be possible for us to show them
our industries. I do not mean that, after
having travelled on a rattling train to Kal-
goorlie, they should then be invited to go
down n mine, although no doubt that would
Lbe very interesting. What I propose is
that the Tourist Bureau should take over
& first-clasg sheep station and a farm and
an orchaerd and provide on them first-class
acecommodation for visitors.

Mr. Marghall: With o first-class debt at-
tached to them!

Mr. NORTH: We would get our money
back. If we did that and put good accom-
modation on these places we could invite
people to spend a week or so there to see
how our orchards, farms and stations are
run. They should be taken to such places
in the very best transport and given an
idea of our prospects in this country. I
see the Minister for Native Affairs looking
at me. Surely he could dig wp something
fuirly good in regard to the sborigines, if
he knew that we were organising the thing
properly. Of eourse, this would begin in
a very small way and grow like a spow-
ball. I should think the Minister could or-
ganise A native eamp, not too near the city
but with excellent means of transport there-
to. No matter how far away it was the
camp could be reached easily and quickly
in these days and the Minister could ar-
range a first-class eorrohoree at suitable in-
tervals. I remember seeing one when I
was a child and I have never forgotten it.
Nothing impressed me so much. People
from the other side of the world would
expect us to show them something different
from what they had been accustomed to
see,

Then I think we could look up the chief
historical events connected with explora-
tion. There are a number of places in West-
ern Australia in which interesting events
oceurred. Thase spots could be beautified.
Vhere possible, water could be laid on and
arrangements eould be made to take visi-
tors to such areas. Later, if money began
to roll in, we might establish littie halls on
these sites and screen technicolour pie-
tures of the events relating to the particn-
lar places. Again, there is the matter of
sport. We have great sports in Australia.
I do not need to dwell on that matter. Any-
one coming across the world would enjoy
our racing and trotting fixtures. We have
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a lot to do, however, to make our beaches
and other pleasure resorts attractive tfo
tourists. If we suggested doing that todany
we would be charged with extravagance. In
these days the economie ontlook is still so
—1I was going to say ‘‘stone-age,’’ but it is
more true to say that we have passed the
stone-age and are now in the ‘‘stony-
broke”’ age. Nowadays if we want a road
we must say it is a military road.

If we want to run a eomfortable train
quickly to the other States we do not say
we want to do it beeause we desire to have
a jolly fine trip from Fremantle to Mel-
bourne, but we say we want it for military
reasons. That is the argnment used for a
standard gange. We can safely consider
these matters from the tourist point of
view, however, beeause we can assure our-
selves that other fellows will help us to
pay for the schemes. I thought that to
put into effect some of the proposals I
have in mind we would have to amend the
Town Planning Aect, but in looking through
it this afternoon 1 consider it to be very
comprehensive, There is not much that we

cannot do, even today. I have no
doubt that if any amendments were
needed  certain of our legal members

would have little diffienlty in suggest-
ing what form they should take.
In fact, I think the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would realise that the State would be
entitled to spend money on the development
of an industry that may not be competitive
in an economic sense. It might adopt thal
attitnde particularly as the East seems to
be so frightened that we might start second-
ary industries in a big way. We could make
out a first-class case in that regard.

When a new director is appointed to the
Tourist Burean, the whole question could
he gone into thorounghly and a complete and
satisfactory plan worked out over the years.
We would have plenty of friends who would
support the idea. Certainly the catering in-
terests would be favourable, as well as those
nssociated with shopping and transport faci-
lities. I do not know who would object to
the policy of attraecting people to our
country, with the object of securing from
their number some new settlers for the
State. After living for some years in Eng-
land as a student, I became eonvinced that
Western Australia is one of the least known
places in the world with regard to its
natural attractions. Why do we have such
splendid people living here? Cerfainly it
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is not merely beeanse they are flourishing,
but becanse they know, as a Californian
seientist mentioned recently, Perth has the
best ¢limate in the world. That is a tremen-
dous advantage and must appeal to those
who live in fog-bound countries where the
only light that is enjoyed is often artificial.
The issue involved in the motion is that we
shall do our duty to the country in which
we live. With regard fo the remark by the
member for Murray-Wellington, I appreei-
ate his interest in the Zoologieal Gardens,
If he desires one established in his elector-
ate, I am willing to support his objective.

Mr. Holman: He has plenty of rabhits
with which to start off his zoo!

Mr. NORTH: I understand that there is
a possibility that the South Perth Zoo may
have to be closed down and be established
somewhere else. That, however, is not for
me to say. I do not know that people would
come to Western Australia simply to see the
zoo. There are zoological gardens elsewhere.
However, the hon. member’s snggestion
eould be ineluded in the list. In the latter
portion of my motion there is a reference
to Paris. The association with the French
capital arises in my mind in the sense that
we have in Perth a eity that ean become
very important and large. It would do so if
we developed the income with which to
operate in this way. I got into holts during
the week with a long-headed intelligent
elector of mine who operates in St. George's-
terrace in a big way representing large in-
terests, He was furionsly ranting abont the
possibilities of a large population in the
State. He nsked me where we were going
to put the people. He said that in the
North-West we could not put an additional
gettler, while in the wheatbelt there were
merely unoecupied farms that eould be oe-
cupied. He said that the Goldfields might
absorb the number employed there before
the war. He apreed that we might squeeze
a few more into the South-West—possibly
between 50,000 and 100,000 new people. Of
course, that wounld be a lot if they were
all producers. With regard to the establish-
ment of secondary industries he held that
the Eastern States coneerns would continue
to exercise the power over us that they
wield today. He contended that it would be
very diffienlt for us tn make progress in u
limited time. The question we are eonsider-
ing tonight, however, is entirely different.

Paris and other similar cities do not live
only on the basis of faetories established
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there, Nevertheless, those ecitics induce the
establishment of large undertakings neces-
gary to eope with the requirements of the
visitors they attract. We must also remem-
ber that we are entering the large-power
machinery age, and the most efficient of the
secondary industries are gradually using
less gnd less manpower. We know that there
are planta of 1,000,000 h.p. or more produc-
ing commodities on a large secale, and in
others no man is employed on the premises
at all. That heing so, as the years go by,
we cannot afford to neglect our tourist in-
terests in Western Australia, and if there is
anything to be learned from other countries
we should send a qualified representative to
investigate the conditions and bring back
new ideas to improve onr position here. We
cannot afford to miss the chance of promot-
ing activities that will be fostered by an
active development of the tourist traffe, It
gshould be easy for the Government to be-
come enthusiastic about the idea and set
about planning at an early stage to meet the
sitnation as the war position improves. The
Tourist Burean counld very well be re-
opened.

The Minister for Mines: There is one in
Barrack-street.

Mr, NORTH: I had in mind that the
Director of the Tourist Bureau had been
retived and, in faet, the burean is praeti-
eally closed. T think the Government might
well take into consideration the suggestions
T have made as wetl as a hundred and one
other proposals that could be advaneed. The
House will be quite safe in carrying the
motion, and the Government would be well
advised to take steps to encourage the tour-
ist traffic so as to be ready when the clouds
of war have passed by.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION—VERMIN ACT.
To Inquire by Select Commitiee,
MR, WATTS (Katanning) ([840]: I

move—
That & Seleet Committee be appointed to
inquire inte and report upon—

{a) Desirable amendments to the Vermin
Act;

(b) Ways and means of estzblishing in
Waestern Australia a capital fund
from which expenditure and/for
compensation necessary may be met
in combating all kinds of vermin
and diseases in the form of
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scourges, insect pests and plant di-

seases, such to include rabbits,

emus, dogs and foxes.
Some three years ago the member for Bever
ley moved a motion which had designs simi-
lar to those of the proposal I now ask the
House to aceept. The credit, if there be any
credit attached to bringing such an import-
ant motion before the Chamber, lies substan-
tially with the member for Beverley because
he bad, in the intervening period, taken very
great interest in the subject and had it not
been for the fact that the Minister for Lands
and I bad some discussion abont the actual
terms of the motion before it was presented
for consideration, in all probability notice
of motion would have heen given by the
member to whom I have referred. At the
time the member for Beverley moved his
motion, the Minister for Lands opposed it
on the grounds, in short, that it was nnneces-
sary, that the requisite information was
already in the hands of the departmental
officers and, therefore, it was not necessary
for the committee of inquiry to be appointed
to consider the matters involved.

Bince disenssing the question with the
hoo member, 1 came to the conclusion that
the Minister’s opposition at the time was
substantially the result of a misunderstand-
ing of the undetlying intention of the motion
then moved. As I said before, the Minister
has discussed with me, to some extent, the
terms of the motion as I have now moved
it, and T feel that in all probability, for
reusons he will be able to give to the House
himself, he may be able to support it. The
creation of a vermin fund, and the best way
of making available the money that will be
required to deal with the vermin problem in
‘Western Australia, has been the subject of
debates and discussions by many bodies in-
terested in rural matters. It has, for
example, been the subject of much discus-
sion over very long periods—it has been
debated in conjunction with other aspects
of the vermin laws—at road board confer-
ences that are held every two years in Perth.

One has only to attend those conferences
to realise what an important part the ques-
tion of vermin destruction in all its aspects
has played at those conferences. In addi-
tion, the Road Board Conference of the
(Great South Association some two or three
years ago asked for a committee to be ap-
pointed to inquire into the question of the
vermin fund and the means whereby it
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should be raised and distributed. All this
is not to say that there is criticism of the
administration which has existed up to date,
I do not wish what I have said to be taken
in that respect as an underlying reason for
this motion; but there is undoubtedly a
clainr -and a justifiable one—that the whole
of the burden for the creation of this ver-
min fund, and partieularly the whole of the
burden if it is to be increased, which I be-
lieve is very necessary, should not rest on
the agrieultural iandholders themselves, as
it now does. At present, as we all know,
& vermin rafe is struck on agricultural land.
It makes up the vermin fund and is col-
leeted by the Taxation Department for pay-
ment to the central authority. A vermin
rate is also struck by local authorities and
coltected by them. That is utilised in loeal
combats with eertain types of vermin. Dur-
ing recent months we have had evidence of
an inerense in vermin difficulties in this
State.

‘Without question rabbits have multiplied
and prospered. It is quite elear that the
damage done by rabbits to crops and pas-
tures wonld be suificient to maintain—if the
damage were not done—a very much in-
creased number of livestock. We know, too,
that the dingo pest has been very evident
in various aress, many of them being the
more settled areas in the southern distriet.
We know too that complaints have heen
made about the depredations of emus. This
pest iz eoming down from the north and
occasioning trouble in the more or less south-
ern part of the State, as well as in the
eastern distriet and in the north-eastern
wheat belt. It is quife clear that these ver-
min are the enemies of every citizen of the
State, If there be a diminution in the pro-
ductivity of our nagricultural lands there
must be a diminution in the national income.
If there be a diminution of produetivity
there must be 2 lessening of our food sup-
plies.

During the past week or so we have had
evidence of the difficulties arising in the
food produection of this ecountry. If we
have an cnemy who causes destruction to
one section of our community, such as the
Japanese who hombed Broome, we do
not ask the residents of Broome to bear
the cost of defence or the damage. That
Japangse were to bomb Perth, we would
not think of asking Perth residents to bear
the cost of defence and the damage. That
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would ba ridienlous. So, if we can arrive
at the conclusion, as I believe we can, that
the vermin causes so much loss to the na-
tional income that they are to be regarded
as common enemies of all our citizens, then
surely it is time we found out some reason-
able and equitable manner by which all
citizens should contribute to their destruec-
tion. That is the genesis of the proposal
in this motion, that ways and means be
found of establishing in Western Australia
a fund from which expenses and compen-
sation, if any, may be met. I think there
is ample justification for the inquiry.

We do not want to rush inte any propo-
sition. We do not want to increase the
imposts on any citizen if it ean be avoided.
‘We want to spread the expense, whatever it
may be, over as large a number of people
as possible and in an equitable and reason-
able manner. I am not going to suggest
far one minute how that can be done, be-
cause I think it is a proper subject for in-
yuiry, investigation and report to this
House by a committee after baving heard
evidenee from those far hetter qualified by
their experience and knowledge to give
evidence on such a subjeet than I am. I
krow there are many citizens with practi-
cal knowledge of the depredations of ve:x.
min and with knowledge of the efforts
made by loeal authorities to combat the ver-
min, and some people with considerable
knowledge of departmental activities and the
distribution of the Central Vermin Fund,
who should be called before such a com-
mittee to testify on a matter of this kind.

There are other aspeets of the question
which have been included. T think I am
correct in saying the Minister suggested
that inquiries' should be made into other
forms of scourges, snch as insect pests and
plant diseases. They are in the same cate-
gory; they are becoming the enemies of
production and of our national inecome.
Everything that we can do to get a fair
understanding of the relationship that
these bear to production and destruction
we shonld definitely do. At present vari-
ous minor funds nnder different Aects are
in existence and these are used in one way
or another for the destruction of some of
these pests, or at least for their reduction.
Whether or not these methods are better
than any co-ordinated denfral authority
ean devise I do not atiempt to judge, but
I say that the matter should be examined
mm all its aspects, and that the men who
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bave been engaged in dealing with these
funds and combating these pests should be
given an opportunity to appear before a
coramittee of responsible members of this
House to give their version of the position
and so enable such a committee to present
a report disclosing the essence of the wis-
dom of those people after it has beard their
evidence.

The motion also makes reference to de-
sirable amendments to the Vermin Act. We
are aware, for example, that a{ present
local authorities have power to assist in the
financing of rabbit npetting. These local
uthorities have from time to time raised
the question as to whether the system counld
not be improved. They have suggested thac
they should he authorised to strike rates
on individual properties, the proprictors of
which have received assistance from them
for the provision of rabbit netting. As I
undersiand the Act, if these local authori-
ties desire to strike a rate it must be over
the whole distriect. In that case the per-
sons who have received no assistance would
be equally liable, apparently, for the repay-
ment to the loeal authorities of the money
expended to finance such a proposition.
That seems to me to be unjustified. During
the past two or three years local authori-
ties have communicated with me and made
suggestions along those lines. T have sub-
mitted them to the Minister, but so far we
have been unable to come to any agree-
ment on the subject. T think we both agrec
that it is desirable some change sbould be
made, but what that change is and whether
any change that two persons mipght agree
upon would be a satisfaetory solution of
the problems of various distriets, is a much
more difieult matter to decide.

The only way of solving these problems
iz to afford the members of loeal authori-
ties—those who are interested in these
matters—an opportunity to submii their
ease to such a committee as I propose
should be appointed. I do not think, for
instance, that the proposal should be com-
pulsory on local authorities; there is every
reason to suggest that it should be
optional, but agnin T have no doubt that
that is a subject for arpument and I am
stmplv expressing my own opinion. The
nuestion of zoning local authority districts
for the purpose of vermin inspection has
also been.the subjeet of much discussion
and, as far ag I know, no one has heen ahle
Lo arrive at a conclusion as to whether it
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is desirable or not. Some little time age
a cireular was issued by the Department of
Agriculture, I think in perfectly good
faith, requiring that every local author-
ity operating as a vermin board should
immediately appoint an inspector in its dis-
triet and keep him employed throughout the
year deing this, that and the other. But
even supposing that that is a desirable prac-
tice in ordinary times, difficulty would be
experienced in finding persons who would
be able to discharge such duties and in de-
ciding upon the means which they were to
use or enforee for the destruetion of vermin
in many distriets.

In the case of rabbits, poison was not
available; it has been almost impossible to
obtain the poison, and that circular did
secem to me to have been sent out at the
wrong time, although, as I said, there is no
doubt about the bona fides of the depart-
ment. However, the eircular did oceasion
much worry and concern to many local aath-
orities. Some of these arc gquite anxziouws
to approach the question of combination with
adjacent authorities in the appointment of
inspectors and in the subseription to the ex-
penses of an inspector in such a zoning sys-
tem. As far as I know, no-one up to date
hag decided whether the scheme is practieal
or not, nr what sort of system should be
adopted if it were. That again is another
question for careful consideration. We come
also to the question of whether it is possible
to devise cheaper and better methods for the
destruction of vermin. As one goes ahout
the country—as many members have been
deing more than usual in recent weeks—we
find that many queries are made as to the
methods employed by some farmers and by
some local authorities in the destruction of
vermin. Some people say there is nothing
as good as the fumigators which are coming
under notice, with nice little blowers attached
to them. Others say these fumigators do
not sunit their book af all.

One loeal anthority, in partieular, has comn-
municated with me regarding the desirablity
of finding heavier-than-air gas to deal with
rabbit burrows. That authority suggested
that what is required is some kind of tablet
which the authority contends—and I am in-
clined to believe it—is not beyond the scope
of human ingenuity to devise and which,
when thrown into a burrow, would evapor-
ate and give off heavier-than-air gas that
would destroy the vermin in the burrow, I
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made some inquiries as to whether this was
a practical proposition and was informed
that investigations were heing made in Eng-
land, but that definite information was not
available at present. So it will be apparent
to members, I think, that this question of
vermin destruetion and pest destruction, as-
well as plant diseases, in all its ramifieations
is one which is as much the eoncern of this
part of the State in which we are now debat-
ing as it is of any other part of the State,
especially those parts of the State which we
are inclined always to term our raral areas.

It has its effect on the occupation, busi-
ness, turnover and employment of every
citizen of this State, and unless it is taken
in hand and ihe best possible methods and
the best legislation put in operation for its
control, there is no question whatever that
the losses which have been occasioned in
the country districts and will be occasioned
in the future, unless we are very ecareful,
will be reflected—angd reflected very severely
—in the prosperity and future progress of
the metropolitan district and of the State
#s a whole. Therefore, as I said, these things
are rapidly becoming the enemies of every
person in Western Australia, In those eir-
cumstances, it is the duty of everyone in this
State to put on his thinking cap, at least,
and consider what are the hest things that
can be done in the future for their eradi-
eation and prevention, if that be practicable.
In these circumstaneces and after, as I have
said, a discussion with the Minister which
lends me to believe that he will be prepared
to give this motion a considerable degree of
blessing, I take great pleasure in moving
it for the consideration of the House.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.3 pm.



