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th 'is time of the year the cattle eat it readily,
and it kills them-in a few hours. The plant
is spreading, and people do not understand
whAt it is. There is quite a lot of it on
the roads of the metropolitan area. The
other day 1 was on a 12-nile section of a
highway, and saw one single Cape Tulip and
took the opportunity to eradicate it. The
plant appears to spread in places where one
would least expect to find it. The Agricul-
tural Department should. see that the local
authorities employ competent inspectors of
noxious weeds, or else take some other steps
to have the menace checked.

The Department of Agriculture has been
doing a very good job latterly, hut prior
to the war it was understaffed. I hope that
position will not recur after the war. The
diepartment cannot be expected to police the
various pests if it has not sufficient men
to do the work. More especially the depart-
ment should give attention to stock aiseases.
A number of them are going unchecked
owing to the department not having the
necessary staff. This matter is of great im-
portance to Western Australia because we
depend so much on stock. Another import-
ant subject. is the question of our main high-
-ways. -Many years ago, at a south-western
,conference, I put through a resolution re-
commending to the Works Department that
-all main and feeder roads should be stir-
veyed not less than 11/ chains wide. The
idea is that a oue-ehaiu road is no use for
fast-moving traffic, especially in country
ama *here stock are frequently travelled.
The retsoution was not acted upon, although
sent hortvard by the conference. Many years
afterwfirds, however, the Main Roads Board
did widen one or two main roads, and a
few others have since been surveyed wider
than one chain; but there are still hundreds
of miles of important roads ouly a chain
wide. We have the spectacle of the Canning
Highway, a narrow road today. What will
it be in years to comet I do not see why
the widening of that road cannot be carried
out before ther6 is too much development.
If -the roads were surveyed 11/ chains no
one would lose very much, because the land
is not valuable now.

We have seen the mistakes that have been
-made in the past. Mr. Seddon said that it
-was wrong for the Main Roads Board to
sd6nstruct roads parallel with the railway
line because'that did the railways a lot of

harm. It may have done the railways soma
harm, but it has done the public some good.
I assure members that the main roads have
been a blessilg to the people of this State.
I hope tdat after the war our transport
facilities will receive an overhaul with a
view to their being brought up to date. It
seems to me entirely wrong to prevent people
from having the best possible transport, just
because it is interfering with a Government
undertaking such as the -railways. The
Transport Board has done a very good job,
and has apparently come to stay. However,
we should allow people to use road trans-
port if that is so much better than other
transport available. Although we have to
pay for the railways, we do not want them
to stand in the way of development or in
the way of people getting to and from the
country quickly. I do not think there is
any need for me to say much about schools.
We know that every district has some icom-
plaint concerning the need of repairs to
schools, but that is not the fault of the Gov-
ernment but of the manpower position. It
seems to me that not now but after peace
has been declared will be the time to delve
into these matters.

On motion by Eon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 93 p.m.
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Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
How many members of the Legislative

Council and the Legislative Assembly, re-
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spectively, have taken 'advantage of clause
2 of the Schedule of the Members of Par-
liawent Fund Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Twenty-two members of the Legislative

Council; twenty-four members of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

BARBED WIRE.

As to Army Surplus Stocks,

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Is barbed wire from surplus Army
stocks being released to farmers through the
Department of Agriculture?

(2) If so, by whom was this barbed wire
manufactured?7

(3) Is it correct that this has been ad-
vertised as in rolls of 28 lbs. with an ap-
proximate length of 150 yards and the
charge 7s. 6id. a roll?9

(4) If so, is he aware that there are only
approximately 100 ,itrds in each roll?

(5) If he is- not aware of this, will he
have immediate investigations conducted to
cheek this aspect of the matter!

(6) If such cheek proves the statement
to he correct, will hie immediately make re-
presentations through Army headquarters
so that it may be ascertained whether the
original suppliers have been profiteering at
the nation's expense, and if so, do hig best
to ensure that suitable action he takenY

(7) Does he agree that if the facts are as
stated, the supply of barbed wire to farmers
on the terms mentioned is more expensive
than the purchase of normal 800-yard rolls
through ordinary channels, and if so, will he
take steps to have the price of the surplus
Army stocks reduced proportionatelyI

The MINISTER F0O, THE NORTH-
WEST replied:
* (1) No. Permits are not required for

second-hand barbed wire.
(2) Information not available.
(3) Such an advertisement has not been

noticed. It is understood wire is sold by
weight-

(4) Length of roll depends on gauge of
wire. If 121 gauge, length is approximately
150 yards per -roll.

(5) and (6) See No. 1.
(7) Barbed wire of local manufacture,

12Y gauge, contains- approximately 600
yards per ewt.

MINE WORKERS' RELIEF FUND.

As to Contributors.
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for

Mines:
For the year ended the 31st December,

1939-
(1) What average number of mimi

worker;, as defined in the Mine Workers'
Relief Act, and those who are obliged to
contribute, or may contribute, actually con-
tributed to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund?

(2) How many mine workers among them
were engaged exclusively on the production
of minerals other than gold?

(3) How many prospectors were among
the total contributors.?

(4) How many es-employees not actively
engaged in mining were among the contri-
butors?

(5) What was the total amount of con-
tribution for which the Government was
liable for the year?

The MINISTER -replied:
As the Board's year closes on the 31st

January each year, the figures given arc for
the 12 months ended the 31st January, 1940.

(1) 9,832.
(2) Nil.
(3) Twenty.
(4) 123 Miner's phithisis contributors.
(5) £17,451 18s. 5d.

SUPERPHOSPHJATE.
As to Railway Freight.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is he aware that on thie 11th Janu-
ary, 1944, the railway freight charge on
the carriage of superphosphate was increased
by sixpence per ton?

(2) Is he aware that it was reported that
this additional freight charge was imposed
because of the assertion that the superphos-
phaLe, owing to alterations in quality as a
result of war-caused conditions, may damage
tarpaulins used to cover the superphosph ate
while in transit?

(3) Will he state whether this additional
charge was imposed with his knowledge and
consent?

(4) Will he state whether, because of
additional costs incurred, as the result of
war-catused conditions, in the carriage and
handling of other classes of goods on the
railways, extra charges have been imposed
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on such other classes of goods in order
similarly to compensate for the additional
costs?1

(5) If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The charge was imposed as a contri-

bution towards the cost of repairing damage
caused by superphosphate to tarpaulins
during transit and such charge barely covers
the cost of repairs and replacements.

(3) Yes.
(4) There is no analogy as the depart-

ment is not put to similar expense through
the carriage of other commodities.

(5) Answered by No. 4.

STATE BRICKS.

As to Prices, etc.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
the North-West:-

(1) What price per 1,000 did the State
Brickworks charge for bricks prior to Sep-
tember, 19391

(2) What is the present price charged by
the State Brickworks for bricks per 1,0001

(3) Has the State Government considered
the advisability of establishing branches of
the State Brickworks in the agricultural
areast

The MINISTER replied:
(1) First-class standard red brick, 69s.

per 1,000 on rai, Byford. (Less 21/ per
cent, cash discount.)

(2) Tax free price, £5 9s. per 1,000 on
rail, Byford. Tax inclusive, £5 12s. 9d.
(Less 21 per cent, cash discount.)

(3) Certain propositions placed before
the Government are receiving consideration.

BILL-COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Leave to Introduce.

HON- W. D. JOHNSON (Cnildferd-Mid-
land) ('4.85]: I move--

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for
"An Act to repeal section one hundred and
eight of the Companies Act, 1893-1938."1

I desire to thank the Government for
adjourning the House last night before my
motions were reached, because I was not pre-
sent.

Question put and passed.
Bill introduced and read a first time.

As to Second Beading.
HON. W. D3. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mlid-

land) [4.37]: 1 move-
That the Bill be printed and that the

second reading be made an Order of the Day
for Wednesday, the 13th September.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison): Such a
motion has been contrary to the procedure
of the House for a long time. With all due
respect to the member for Ouildford-Mid-
land, I contend that private members' busi-
ness has always appeared en the notice paper
in rotation. I do not know that any special
privileges should be extended to a private
member. On several occasions I recall that
consternation was caused because by some
means or other private members' motions
were out of order on the notice paper; mem-
bers' business which should have appeared
at the top of the notice paper was placed
lower down or at the bottom. It was, then
decided by this Chamber that the present
procedure should be adopted and we were
given to understand by the Government that
private members' business would be take~n
in the order in 'which it 'was moved, I am
in formed by the Minister for Mines, who
ought to knew, that that has always been
done since. It is a fair and just way of allo-
cating private members' business. I am not
singling out the member for Guildford-Mid-
land, and I think he will not press his motion
when he realises that by doing so he would
be asking the Chamber to give him pre-
ference.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Quite the other way.
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know whether

the House will do so or not; but when we
come to the day on which the members'
business is to be transacted, his motion wvill
be dealt with, irrespective of where it ap-
pears on the notice paper, by virtue of this
motion. Accordingly, other private mem-
bers' business will be crowded out. His Bill
must be taken; the bon. member understands
that. I am bet inclined to support the
motion, because if I do and it is carried other
private members will be moving similar
motions and will therefore be entitled to the
like consideration. I think the present pro-
cedure, which has worked so well and
smoothly should be strictly adhered to.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must rule that the
objection taken by the member for Mur.
ehison is fatal. There is nothing to prevent
the member for Guildford-Midland, from
moving that the 'Order of the Day be post-
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poned until Wednesday, the 13th September,
but it musf take its place on the notice
paper.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) : I have no objection. I did this to
facilitate the business of the House tand not
to take any unfair advantage. I will not
be here next Wednesday. It is the easiest
thing in the world to have this postponed
and that will be done. I thought I would
be straightforward about the matter. In lieu
of my first motion, I now move-

That the Bill be read a second time at the
next sitting of the House.

I will not be here then, but will move in
that direction.

Question put and passed.

BILL-EVIDENCE ACT AMENIDMENT.
Introduced by Hon. N. Keenan and read

a first time.

MOTION-SOLDIER SETTLEMNT.
As to Commaonwealth Policy.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [4.42]: 1
move-

That Parliament views with deep concern
the failure of the Commonwealth Government
to flutiotitle sonic0 definite policy in respect to
soldier land settlement and what financial as-
sistance will be available to assist ex-mewbera
of the Forces who desire to take up primary
production. This apparent lack of policy is
bringing hardship to many Western Australian
ex-servicemen and it is also against the best
interests of Western Australia where there is
so much suitable land available at moderate
prices.

I feel confident that I have the support of
all members of this Hfouse in moving this
motion. I am sure that we all view with
great concern the fact that there is no
plan already in operation for soldier settle-
ment, and the rehabilitation of soldiers
generally. Some soldiers have already been
discharged from the Army and are most
anxious to take up land, hut there is no
provision for them to do so. We also have
soldier settlers who were settled under the
last, or present soldier settlement scheme,
and who have been away and taken part in
this war. Some of them have returned, hut
no national financial assistance has been
provided for them. 'We can appreciate that
their holdings have deteriorated during
their absence, and that it is necessary for
them to be rehabilitated, but no provision
has been made to that end.

We are all concerned with the latest an-
nouncemneut that appeared in the Press on
Monday. It states that consideration of
the soldier settlement scheme has again
been adjourned for one month. This is very
disappointing to the soldiers and also to
the members of this House, because we all
realise the urgency for bringing into being
some plan for the rehabilitation of our sol-
diers. The war has been going on now for
just on five years. Surely, after our experi-
ences of the last war, we know that we
should have some schemes ready now. It
seems to me that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will go muddling along until it is
too late. We do not know when this war
will finish. We all sincerely hope that the
time is not far distant. What position 'will
we he in if we are not ready to receive
these men and rehabilitate them? Who will
be blamed V

Mr. Needh am: You should have voted

Mr. THORN: That is all nonsense!
Mir. Needham: The soldiers voted "Yes''

themselves,
Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Mr. THORN: It has been definitely

proved that the Referendum had no bear-
ing on the subject at all. We have already
had an announcement through the Pre-
miers' Conference, of different plans for
housing and other schemes. They may have
been held back until the Referendum was
over, but they have definitely come to light
now. I think the opinion of most members
of this Chamber was that -whichever way
the Referendum wvent it would have no
effect on the future progress of our States.
How could it have? No Government would
retard the progress of the States because
they did not allow themselves to be bluffed
into selling their birthright. This State
can also be very proud of the fact that it
has, per head of population, the reatest
number of enlistments of any individual
State. That makes our task the more ur-
gent and heavy.

As I was going to say before I was so
rudely interrupted we, as a State Parlia-
ment;, -will have the, full responsibility for
putting into effect whatever schemes are
brought down by the Commonwealth, and
we will get the backwash from any failures
or delays in attending to these urgent mat-
ters. We know perfectly well that the
maehinery is set up in the States. We know
that the representatives of the electors in
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the different States understand the require-
ments of their electorates, and that they
are the best and most capable people to
handle this sittuation. Therefore, -what-
ever the Commonwealth Government may
say members will find that the fall respon-'
sihility for the rehabilitation of our sol-
diers will rest on this Parliament, and if
it fails we are the people who will have to
bear the brunt.

Mr. Marshall: We have always to take
the backwash.

M1r. THORN: Of course. We have heard
a tremendous lot about the new industries
in this State, but we require a magnifying
glass to find them.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
new partyI

Mr. THORN: That will not help, but the
M1inister will feel the effects of the new
party before he is very much older. We
need a magnifying glass to find the new
industries that hare been started in this
State. They are not here! Therefore, we
must realise and appreciate that our great-
est source of rehabilitation for the returned
men is the land. We are a land-minded
population. Our own soldiers, and even
those in other States, have expressed a
wish to go on the land in Western Austra-
lia. Many young Eastern States soldiers
have assured me that as soon as the war is
over they are returning to this State.

The Minister for Mines: I wonder why?
Mr. THORN: Because they realise that

we have the land here, and that the price
of land is quite reasonable compared with
that in the other States. Much more land
is available in this State than there is in
the other States, and it is to the land that
we must look to rehabilitate our soldiers. It
is time we had a scheme ready and were
in a position to advise our soldiers what to
expect when they return.

There has been a lot of talk about the
failure of soldier land settlement after the
1914-18 war, but surely to goodness we have
learnt from those failures! All said and
done, it was a partial failure only, like
group settlement and most of our land
schemes. Many of our soldiers on the land
succeeded and were able to pay their way.
We have learnt from the mistakes then made.
Reference has been made to price-fixing.
This State was the first of all to pass price-
fixine legislation and that will be of great
benefit to us when the next land settlement

scheme for soldiers is undertaken, Many
of the men who were settled on the land
after the last war were crippled by high
costs. Galvanised wire, so necessary for
trellising vines and fencing properties, is
about 23s. a cwt., whereas soldiers after the
last war paid 80s. a owt. High costs also
ruled for galvanised iron; in fact, prices of
all necessaries were at the top because there
was no price control. Now, fortunately, we
have price control; we have our own State
legislation, which will be invaluable in the
direction of preventing high costs of settle-
ment.

Mr. Marshall: Is not that Act to operate
only for the duration of the war?

Mr. THORN: Yes, but surely we will ap-
preciate its value and continue it! Another
reason for the partial failure of the land
settlement scheme after the last war was
the high price paid for re-purchased estates.
When those estates were subdivided, and
handed to the soldiers, they never had a
chance, owing to the high cost. Soldier
settlers no sooner started operating than
the markets of the world flopped and theMl
could not get a payable price f or their pro-
duce. With all these factors against them,
they certainly had a hard row to hoe, but
in spite of all, I think I am correct in say-
ing that soldier settlers have produced from
their holdings £20,000,000 worth of primary
products. Therefore nobody can contend
that the soldier settlement scheme of 20 odd
years ago was a complete failure.

Some months ago the Land Committee
of the Returned Soldiers' League sat in con-
ference to devise a land settlement scheme so
that we might be ready to put it into opera-
tion when the time came. Most of the mem-
hers of that committee are soldier settlers
from the last war. After months of work
and consideration, the committee drew up a
scheme and, through the Federal office of the
organ isation, presented it to the Common-
wealth Government. The Commonwealth
has considered the scheme and regards it
fairly favourably; in fact, we have been in-
formed that quite a large portion of the
scheme will be adopted. Thus the R.S.L.,
as a movement, has tried to play its part
in assisting the Commonwealth to introduce
a scheme that will avoid the errors made in
the previous scheme. But I wish the Com-
monwealth would get a move on.
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The report of the Rural Reconstruction
Commission also contains the framework of
a very good scheme. I have perused the
report and I consider that the scheme out-
lined is a sound one. But what reception
has it met with? I think I am right in say-
ing that the Commonwealth considers it too
costly. I believe the estimated cost is
£40,000,000. if that is so, I do not for a
moment consider that it is too costly. If we
do not have a scheme ready to put into
operation, what is going to be the result?
The men being demobilised will have to be
maintained. I believe it is the intention of
the Commonwealth to keep them in the Army
until we are ready to absorb them, and will
not that cost the country millions of pounds?
It will be a matter of frittering away mil-
lions in maintenance instead of having a
scheme ready uytder which these prospective
settlers will be able to go straight ahead.
Therefore I say that £40,000,000 for a
scheme is not too much. However, we are
likely to be up against objections of this
sort all the time. Seemingly there is a dif-
ference of opinion between the Common-
wealth and the State Premiers as to sharing
the cost of the scheme, and I suppose they
will go ranging over that question for months
and losing a lot more valuable time.

I regard soldier land settlement as being
mainly the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government. The Commonwealth
has taken all our revenue and is taxing our
people up to the hilt. This being so, why
does it not go ahead with the scheme and
accept full responsibility, allowing the
States the management of it? At any rate,
I hope that will be the final outcome of the
conference deliberations. As I have re-
marked, we hear complaints from all over
the country and even from soldier settlers
from the other war. We know that much
money has been spent on printing pamph-
lets, on newspapers and on paying profes-
sors to lecture on land settlement and
rehabilitation after the war. The man-
agement of the affairs of the Commonwealth
at present appears to be in the hands of
young professors. These young men are
directing affairs today and I for one do not
feel prepared to accept their advice on land
settlement. I would much rather have the
advice of a man of practical experience and
of members of this Legislature who have
been conducting the affairs of the country.

They are the ones to guide the Common-
wealth Government as to the people to be
settled on the land and the best means of
settling them.

Mr. Marshall: That is a most unscientific
observation.

Mr. THORN: in theory, perhaps, but not
from the practical standpoint. I consider
that my observations are most scientific.
After the 1914-18 wvar, more than 5,000 men
took up land in this State under the Soldiers'
Settlement Scheme and I presume there will
be just as many-probably more-desirous
of going on the land after this war.

There is a matter that should cause con-
cern to every member of the House. I refer
to the slaughter of dairy stock. it is a dis-
grace that today our heifer calves and
vealers are being knocked on the head, be-
ing slaughtered holus-bolus for -beef. When
the war finishes, we shall find ourselves in
a very serious position because of that. We
shall not be able to look to New Zealand or
Canada, or to other countries outside Aus-
tralia, to help us with our dairying industry
after this war as they did after the last wvar.
I trust the matter will be very seriously
treated in connection with our future settle-
ment, and particularly in connection with the
dairyinj industry. The slaughtering of
heifer calves and heifer vealers should be
stopped immediately. I lave here some
letters that I would like to read regarding
repatriation. One states--

With reference to your conmmication re-
garding purchase of a farming property, I
desire to advise that any applications in respect
of land settlement should be addressed to the
Soldiers'I Settlement Scheme, Agricultural
Rank, Perth, which department will give you
details of the scheme.

That is a reply sent to a man who wants
to go oa the land. Here is another letter
he received-

We acknowledge your letter of the 22nd
ultimo concerning the proposed purchase of a
farm urnder the Soldiers' Settlement Scheme,
and have to advise you that up to the time
of writing the bank has not been advised of
the completion of plans concerning the re-
patriation of soldiers from this war; therefore
at present the bank is unable to assist. We
understand that the settlement of soldiers on
the land is one of the matters being dealt with
by the Commonwealth Rural Reconstruction
Commrission.
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And there is a further letter addressed to
the same person-

In reply to your letter of the 4th October,
and further to mine of the 3rd June last, I
regret that I am unable to advise you what
progress has been made by the Commonwealth
authorities ia the matter of repatriation of
soldiers from this war. Unless or until this
bank has been appointed to carry out the Gov-
erment 's policy in this connection, we will
be unable to give you any advice.

The first of these letters is from the Repatri-
ation Commission, and the other two are
from the Commissioners of the Agricultural
Bank of Western Australia. That is the
position in which we find ourselves today.
Even our Agricultural Bank cannot give
proposed settlers any information. The
position is pretty hopeless, and unless wa
do something and do it quickly we shall find
ourselves in a mess. As I said before, the
blame, instead of being east on the Com-
monwealth Government, will rest on our
shoulders. No members with knowledge of
the facts will deny that today we do prac-
tically all the wvork- for the Commonwealth
connected with post offices, pensions and so
-forth; and what do we get for iT We do
not get thanks.

M1r. SPEAKER: That matter does not
come within the scope of the motion.

Mr. THORN: I urge the Government to
give consideration to the motion, which I
have pleasure in moving.

JM. BERRY (iwin-Mtoore) : I associate
myself with the motion moved by the mem-
ber for 'roodyay, on which it was not my
intention to speak. However, I have risen
because of the unfortunate interjection
that came from the member for Perth. A
" Yes " vote or a " No " vote on the Refer-
endum has absolutely no connection what-
ever with the need for us in this State
to do something for the returned soldier
in the way of land settlement, as proposed
by the motion. Are we to assume, because
of the unnecessary interjection, that on the
ground of there baring been a "N" vote
in Australia there is no need for us in this
State, or in any Australian State, to take
up such matters as those stated in the
motionl' I venture to suggest that even
had there been a successful "Yes" vote,
the problem would still have come back to
Western Australia, with the added disad-
vantage of our having to do all the work
and having immense difficulty in obtaining

the money required. The motion is especi-
ally appropriate because no Australian
State will have a bigger primary producing
problear to face than Western Australia
will have. I happen to know that the men
who have come back find there is nothing
ready for them, nothing at all!

A man who went to the Agricultural
Department a little while ago to make cer-
tain inquiries was told in the course of con-
versation that the gentleman who inter-
viewed him was impressed by the fact that
all the men who returned from the war
wanted to grow something. These men
have come back from the war with a firm
belief that they can never return to the
civil occupations~ which they followed prior
to enlistment. Consequently a vast number
of the youths returning will gravitate to-
wards the land. Provided conditions are
made suitable and comfort is adequate, and
commensurate with the life people have to
live in the bush, there is no finer calling in
the world that those boys can go to than
farming is. Farming means freedom of
life. That life has to be planned for them
in advance, so that such questions as ab-
normal debt and abnormal tasation will be
resolved and these settlers will get a fair
chance. By this motion the member for
Toodyay simply asks us as a responsible
Parliament immediately to set about work-
ing out the plans, so that these young fel-
lows will have the opportunities I have just
mentioned, and especially the simple op-
portunity of living a decent life, unencum-
bered by financial worries, on the land.
Nothing whatever has been prepared uip to
date; not even blue prints.

We know that there was a post-war
Rural Reconstruction Commission, the
chairman of which was our Minister for
Lands, and the personnel of which might
be regarded as highly intelligent. We know
too, from the little we have been told, that
these gentlemen have put up some scheme
for the returned soldier on the land. The
Commonwealth Government, however, has
remained mighty silent about that phase.
Assuming even that there had been a
"Yes" vote, there would still have been
that silence. Members of every Parliament
in the British Empire have stood on their
feet, one after another, and have talked
about post-war reconstruction, about the
golden age which they promised the people..
I have arrived at the conclusion that every
word they uttered was uttered with their
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tongues in their cheeks. The war can end
tomoi-rhw, and if it does God help those
boys of ours when they come back here!I
The member for Toodyay suggested it
would be necessary to keep those mn in
the Army. He is probably right, but it will
be almost impossible to keep men in the
Army after an armistice has been declared.
I know that from my own experience.

This motion is therefore perfectly
proper. It asks us, as responsible and in-
telligent persons, to set about the task of
preparing plans so that our boys can go
straight from the Army to the land if they
wish to do so. I am amazedl that with the
trend of events and with the knowledge
we have of the progress of the Allied arms,
the work has not yet been done. It would
not surprise me in the slightest degree if
within seven days from now the German
people asked for an armistice on any terms
whatever. The breakdown of Germany is
getting nearer and nearer. When it comes
we shall have to get into some sort of panic
rush to evolve plans for the rehabilitation
of our boys. The present deplorable state
of affairs should never have been allowed
to come about. Stilt, "better late than
never! " I commend the motion to the
House. Members cannot possibly turn it
down.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-HARBOUBS3.

As to Formation of State Board.

MR. HILL (Albany) [5.16]: I move--
That in the opinion of this House a State

harbour board should be formed for the pur-
pose of providing the State with a co-ordinated
and efficient policy of harbours and port de-
velopments, administration and control.

I have persistently drawn the attention of
members to forms of transport and the need
for sound transport administration. The
motion does not go as far as I would like,
but is intended only as a step in the right
direction. I hope the day is not far distant
when we shall have not only a State harbour
trust board, but a. Minister and a depart-
ment of transport to co-ordinate and con-
trol all transport activities. When Mr.
Bruce was Prime Minister, he realised the
importance of having a complete system of
transport which would enable our total costs
to he kept at a minimum, so that Australia
could compete in the markets of the world.

Mr. Bruce arranged with one of the leading
transport experts of the Empire, Sir George
Buchanan, to visit Australia and :report, not
upon the expansion of Fremantle harbour,
but upon transport in Australia with special
reference to port lan4, harbour facilities.
Sir George Buchanan's report is divided into
two volumes. I draw attention particularly
to Vol. 1, which deals with the economies
and administration of transport. In para-
graph 37 ho says-

Ports are the medium or clearing houses
between sea anad land transport. On their
proper location and efficiency the success of
the transport system as a whole greatly de-
pends, and examples can be given in various
parts of the world of ports being established
at great cost in unsuitable localities (because
land settlement first took place in that neigh-
bourhood), regardless of the fact that perhaps
a few miles away there existed a fine natural
harbour. Australia is well provided with ports
and harbours, both actual and potential, and
in studying for the first time the policy of
pqrt development in each of the States of
Australia, a stranger cannot fail to comment
on the interest taken by all classes of the
community in all the States in the develop-
meat of ports. Every township of importance
on the coast has its own scheme for turning
itesif into a port; indeed, some townships of
little importance also have tbeir schemes. It
is all to the good that there is aL keen public
interest in port development, and the State is
bound to care f or isolated communities, where
such cammunities depend for their needs on
water carriage and must also despatch their
products by water. Apart from such cases,
however, the State is bound to guard carefully
against lavish expenditure and unprofitable
projects.

Another of the leading transport authorities
of the world was the late Sir David Owen,
for 16 years General Manager of the Port
of London Authority, and President of the
Institute of Transport of Great Britain. In
one of his articles he very truly said-

Empire trade may be encouraged or vitiated
by the degree of efficiency of its ports.
In his presidential address to the Institute
of Transport he dealt with the problem of
port costs. In the course of his remarks he
said-

A port is not in itself a means of conveyance
or of transport. It is only at facility for the
actual mneans of transport. A port, in order
to be effective, must adapt itself to the chang-
ing means of transport. If it does not its trade
will leave it. Or if that is not possible the
result will he a handicapping of trade by ia-
creased costs and delay.

Forty years ago the Port of London pro-
vided proof of Sir David's contention. That
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port then consisted of a conglomeration of
docks under the control of various dock
companies, shipping companies and railway
companies. The port was not adapting it-
self to the changing means of transport. Its
trade was leaving it and the port was on the
down-grade. As a result of the findings of
a Royal Commission, the Port of London
Authority was appointed, and that auth-
ority took control of the port in April, 1939.
Central administration provided a co-ordin-
ated and efficient policy of development and
control. The down-grade was converted into
an up-grade, and before the war the Port
of London's trade broke all existing records.

Let us now turn to this State. We have
spent £26,000,000 on our railways, which
are under the control of a Commnis-
sioner and his department. He is respon-
sible to one Mlinister. On our water supplies
we have spent £C14,500,000. Our Director of
Works is one of the most able hydraulic
engineers in Australia. The whole of our
water supplies is under the Water Supply
Department, which is responsible to one
Minister. We have a loan liability of
£3,400,000 on our roads. Our Mlain Roads
Department is responsible to the Minister
for Works who also controls all local govern-
ing bodies, which in turn control the other
roads of the State. When we turn
to our ports, what do we find? We
have spent £7,500,000 on our ports,
and we have no one department or
one Minister controlling them. The Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust is responsible to
the Chief Secretary. The Fort of Perth
is responsible to the Premier. The Bunbury
Harbour Board is responsible to the Minis-
ter for the North-West. The jetties at Al-
bany, Esperance, Busselton and Port Hed-
land and the wharves at Geraldton are under
the Railway Department. The jetties at
North-West ports are under the Harbour
and Lights Department, controlled by the
Mlinister for the North-West.

The Minister for the North-West: Very
good administration, too.

Mr. HILL: I am not doubting that.
Bulk-handling is under the control of the
Mlinister for Lands, and cool storage facili-
ties under the control of the Minister for
Agriculture. When any expenditure is
wanted at a port it is not considered by any
governimental body, but the people con-
cerned have to come cap in hand to the
Minister for Works who administers bar-

bours and rivens. On all sides wve hear com-
plaints of our high charges and inefficient
service. Let us see what others have to say.
I will read paragraph 351 of Sir George
Buchanan's report-

A few remarks on the subject of administra-
tion at the Port of Fremantle are due.
There is obviously too much interest taken in
Fremantle Harbour by politicians and this I
respectfully suggest is detrimental to the prog-
ress and well-being of the port. The reports
of the parliamentary debates in the Legislative
Assembly bear eloquent testimony to this state
of affairs. It is one thing for a Minister of
the Crown to control a department entrusted
to his care,' but quite another thing for a
great undertaking such as Fremantle Harbour
to be controlled in its administrative acts by
debates and divisions in Parliament. Again,
if the functions of the Port Commissioners
were those of earners of revenue for the State,
a case might be made out for political control.
But the pert is not a tax-collecting organisa-
tion; the sole concern of the Fremantle Com-
missioners is to devise and control an under-
taking that will band on to consumers, whether
in Australia or overseas, at the lowest possible
cost, all produce passing through the port, and
therefore the political interest taken in Fre-
mantle port affairs, and the close control exer-
cised by the Government, I venture to suggest,
are misplaced. State control over the ports
exists throughout Australia and I have pointed
out, State by State, where this control hampers
progress. In no State, however, are such bur-
dens laid upon ports, or, in other words, upon
trade, as those that exist in Fremantle, and
in no State perhaps is the need for a reform
in methods of administration more urgent than
is the need in Western Australia.

MrI. North: What year was thati
Mr. HILL: That was 1927. Now let us

turn to the Eighth Report (1941) of the
Commonwealth Grants Commission. In
paragraph 178 the report states-

Harbours-The expenditure out of loan
funds on outer hiarbours in Western Australia
is large and it does not appear to us that a
sufficient attempt is made to get an adequate
return from the users in the districts served.
If the traffic will not stand the cost, there is
no reason for expenditure on harbours unless
it is essential for the industry of the district,
in which case the industry should be charged
through a special rate. This policy has been
tried in other parts of Australia, and insist-
ence upon it has on occasions led the people of
a district to decide that the expenditure on a
hairbour was not really necessary for their in-
terest.

A multiplication of harbours is unecononic.
It is true that in Western Australia the Port
of Frenmantle returns a large profit, hut this
does not make up for the losses on the other
ports. Ia any ease the profit of Fremantle
is no excuse for an unscientific and unco-
ordinated policy of harbour development. A
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large expenditure has been made on the Dan-
bury harbour, which is only about 100 miles
from Perth, and it is doubtful whether it has
succeeded in overcoming the disadvantages of
the port.

I will now quote a few figures to show the
result of this unscientific and unco-ordinated
control. In 1924 the Fremantle Harbour
Trust had a loan liability of £2,156,000.*
it showed a surplus of £117,000. In 1939,
our last normal year, the loan liability was
£3,406,000, and the surplus was only
£116,320. The only out-port for which
figures are available is Bunbury. There, in
1924, the loan liability was £453,000, and
the surplus £796. In 1939 the loan liability
had grown to £687,000, and a deficiency bed
replaced the surplus. The deficiency was
£22,831. Now let us take all the ports of
the State. Unfortunately there are no
figures available for the years preceding
1931. In that year the ports showed a suir-
plus of £102,000. The surpluses for the
following years were-

Year. Surplus.
1982 .. . . . 20,540
1933 .. . E 33,746
1934 .. . . . 30,652
1935 .. . . . 4,362

The total surplus for the years 1931 to
1935 -was £236,000, the whole of which was
paid into Consolidated Revenue. -In each
of the succeeding six years a deficiency was
shown as follows:-

Year.
1930
1937
1938
1939
1940
1041

Deficiency.
- . 17,000

f- £28,000
1 32,000

- -- - - E18,000
E- 61,000

* -. .. E116,000

Other nations and States have changed
their port control. In 1921 the Port of
New York Authority was formed and the
chairman of that authority in the course of
a speech made remarks which are so applic-
able to this State that I will read them.
He said-

As a nation we have been prodigal in the
waste rather than in the use of our national
resources, but in the Port of New York we
have been prodigal in the neglect of our op-
portunities. Even prodigality in the use of
them'conld scarcely exhaust their immense pos-
sibilities. We have grown amazingly in spits
of neglect of port planning because of the
natural advantages afforded us but in doing
so we have created points of congestion which
check the easy flow of commerce, limit our
capacity and entail heavy expense.

We are using automobiles, telephones, ampli-
fiers and many products of invention, art and
science for our comfort and better intercourse
among ourselves but in our port terminal
operations we are in the main using the
methods of our forefathers when old St. Paul's
churchyard was uptown. If Rip Van Winkle
suddenly returned to look upon New York
with its skyscrapers, its wonderful shops, its
ever fameintitig crowds he would say, "I must
have had a long sleep," but when he wandered
to the Hudson River and saw the tugs and
lighters and car floats, he would say, "O0h, not
1, but the people of New York have been
asleep I

X shall not take your time to either ask
or answer why. As members of the Port
Authority it is

Not ours to reason why
We have but to do or die

in the attempt to overcome the loss and inertia
of the past, to plan so that we may catch up
with our past mistakes and recover our lost
opportunities. It is a herculean task. I shall
not weary you with details or statistics. The
picture you arc to see will state them more
grap)hically and impressively.

What is the problem? Briefly it is to
apply modern science, experience and inven-
tion to the development of the natural ad-
vantages at hand.

What are the obstacles? Here are just a
few-

1. Thle general ignorance of and indiffer-
ence to the subject.

2. The immense and complex character of
it.

3. The diverse authorities and interests in-
volved, many of which see only their own tiny
part or prerogatives and are jealous of others,
or arc unable or unwilling to look at a larger
horizon.

4. Stubborn adherence to old customs.
How tire these obstacles to be overcome?
1. By education of all the people as to

what the port problem really means to them
in the cost of doing business, of living and in
the facility to earn their living.

2. By exhaustive, intensive and continuous
study by qualified and trained men such as
those on the staff of the Port Authority and
as they have been doing it.

3. By a proper spirit of co-operation be-
tween a'] the various public and private
agencies working with and through a co-
ordinating agency with adequate powers of ad-
ministration. The compact between the States
of New York and New Jersey provides such
an agency and most of the many other official
and unofficial units are showing such a spirit
of co-operation.

4. By dlemonstrating the economies and ad-
vantages to be obtained by the application of
modern scientific methods, so as to remove
prejudice and change uneconomic customs.

I think At will be agreed that those remarks
apply equally to Western Australia. We
have created here a point of congestion
which has limited our capacity, entailed
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heavy expenditure and created a very lop-
sided State. The necessity has been sug-
gested for appointing an authority to catch
up with past mistakes. Thus it is essential
in Western Australia that we shall have a
State harbours board so that we may have
co-ordinated and efficient policy of harbour
development and control. One of the greatest
obstacles that such a board will have to over-
come is the general indifference regarding
our ports or, rather, ignorance regarding
them. Some people seem to think that trans-
port troubles are 'ended when products reach
the port of shipment. If that were so, I
would be a very lucky individual. I had
a wharf attached to my fruit shed, and in
one year I sent more produce over my little
wharf than was handled at the port of
Bundaberg in the year 1935-36. With the
advent of improved road facilities I aban-
doned my wharf in favour of motor trans-
port. In my case my troubles do not start
until I get my products to the port of ship-
ment.

It mijy be thought that I was fortunate
in being only 17 miles fromn Albany com-
pared with the position of a grower at
Bridg-etown 170) miles away from Freman tie.
On the contrary, the advantage has proved
to be with the Bridgetown grower, because
it costs him less to get his fruit from the
packing shed at Bridgetown to the ship's
side at Fremantle, 170 miles away, than it
cost me to deliver my fruit from my pack-
ing shed to the wharf at Albany, a distance
of 17 miles. I favour the establishment of
a State harbours board, for with only local
hoards there would be a tendency towards
parochialism. Naturally each port would
claim that the commodities available should
be handled by it. There would be too much
competition. We require to have ports for
the country, and we should not endeavour
to run the country merely for the benefit
of the ports. I em definitely against the
present port zone system, which is based on
one factor only-railway mileage. Our
object must be to provide export facilities
at the lowest possible cost.

With a sound port polity trade will natur-
ally flow to its economic port. On the other
hand, I also consider we should have local
harbour boards at the more important ports,
in addition to the State harbours board. It
will be recognised that each port has its
local problems, and we must be careful to
build up a sound policy of decentralisation.

When w~e set up a State harbours board, w
must ensure that it is, in fact a State ha]
boors board and not a Swan River harbouz
board. It is interesting to note what
done in other countries. In South Africi
for instance, all forms of transport are curi
trolled by the Railways and Harbours A
ministration. After the last elections hel
in that Dominion, a Minister for Transpoi
was appointed. Unfortunately, I hove no
seen any report from South Africa sine
that appointment was made, and I do no
know what changes were introduced afte
that change was effected. I have a copy o
the report issued by a Royal Commission o:
transport which carried out investigation
in Queensland. The report is dated 1931
The recommendations of that body are s
much to the point that I will read portion
of them-

It will be apparent from our review of th
particular ports and their problems that th
question of port control called for atteutio
early in our inquiry. We heard voluminu
evidence about it. Many witnesses suggeste,
that some co-ordination was necessary and mudl
evidence was directed to the point whethe
ports and harbours should be brought unde
State control.

The system of control by Harbour Board
Was established as far back as 1802 by th
Mcllwraith Government, when it was stated h;
the Premier (Sir Thomas Mellwinith) that th,
centralised system of administration previousi;,
operating had failed.

In those ports now under the control o
Harbour Boards the evidence was strongly, ii
favour of the retention of that form of ad
ministration, which, on the whole, has workei
satisfactorily.

In most eases the chairman of the Harboc
Board is a prominent business man and thi
members are the representatives of variouls in
terests in the district served by the ports, witi
Government representation.

That Harbour Boards generally have ren
dered good service cannot be disputed, as thei
members have been imbued with an earnes
desire to develop their ports to the best adran
tage; but some ports have reached a stagi
when their interest burden has become sue]
that they are finding it difficult to carry on
Particularly is this so in the ease of Rockhamp
ton, which at the St December lest owe
£250,641 in interest, and had a total indebted
ness of £772,872.

Then the report goes on to state-
The Commission has had no evidence to war,

rant a recommendation for any drastic changE
of administration of those ports and harbouri
not now controlled by boards, with the ecep
tion of Brisbane, which is efficiently admin,
istered hut which may benefit from a ehangi
of control. Everything points to the fact thai
the Governor-in -Council (through the Ha rbours
and Marine Department) is exercising propel

360
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control of those ports. Moreover, the evidence
also shows that the Harbour Board's adminis-
tration in almost every case is efficient, but
that between two boards there has been a eon-
test for trade at thi expense of their revenues,
which contest should be terminated; that more
co-operation among Harbour Boards is desir-
able to prevent the unnecessary duplication of
costly plant where one set of equipment can
be used to serve two or more ports; and that
one board may be spending more on river im-
provements than its facility is worth.

Defects in the Harbour Board system may,
however, be remedied by giving to a central
authority a measure of control of the boards'
activities.

Actually there is no proper scope for the
intervention of a transport co-ordination auth-
ority, as such, as its real function is to co-
ordinate and ration conflicting services of
different kinds. If the co-ordination of ship-
ping services with that of the railways were
contemplated, the position would be otherwise.We recommend that the present system of
harbour board administration be allowed to
continue, subject to the proposed central con-
trol, not only of capital outlay on the con-
struction of harbour works, but also of revenue
expenditure on maintenance. This would ensure
that unnecessary work would not be under-
taken out of revenue funds that should be
utilised for repayments to the Government
and would tend to more careful control of
capital expenditure.

We recommend, therefore, that a Central
Ports and Harbours Authority be established.
The constitution of this central authority is
primarily one for the Government to determine.
It may be, however, that a suitable body would
comprise three or five members, including a
harbours engineer.

The function of this authority should be to
control and co-ordinate the activities of the
various harbour boards and to administer the
harbours and ports now operated by the
Treasury.

I aim. inclined to endorse that recommenda-
tion, which I regard as most applicable to
Western Australia. In New South Wales,
in 1930, the Maritime Services Board took
over the control of tile ports there and also
assumed control of the Sydney Harbour
Trust. Thus the whole of the boards therdi
are controlled by one authority, with local
advisory boards at the more important ports
of Newcastle and Port Kemnbla. In Victoria
we have the Melbourne Harbour Trust, one
of the most efficient organisations in Aus-,
tralia. There is also the Geelong Harbour
Board. Four years ago I hod the pleasure
of being the guest of the members of the
latter board. They asked me what sort oP
control we had in Western Australia, and T
told them. Their reply was, "Efficient ad-
ministration in those circumstances is quite
impossible." The outer ports in Victoria

are oontrolled by the Government. I ven-
ture to suggest that Victoria has much to
gain fromn the creation of a Victorian har-
hours board controlling all ports. In South
Australia the control of all ports was taken
over by the South Australian Harbours
Board in 1913. That body is also a very
efficient organisation. Before the war it had
paid Z1,00,000 into Consolidated Revenue.
Members know what is the relative position
in Western Australia. Now we come to a
very important question of betaring our
ports. In 1929 a Commonwealth committee
appointed to inquire into transport facilities
in Australia reported as follows:

Main ports at capital cities show an annual
profit of about £500,000, most of which en-
hances State revenues. Minor ports of the
mainland States make an annual loss of about
£.490,0OC which is met from State revenues.

About 80 per cent, of the oversee trade is
earried out at the main ports, and thus over-
sea trade is at present being taxed to some
extent to meet the losses incurred at minor
ports. Many minor ports have for a lengthy
period shown annual losses, failing to earn
even their working costs. Other outports are
losing trade on account of motor transport con-
centrating trade at larger ports.

The tonnage now used in the oversea trade
is in excess of requirements.

It is recommended that-
(a) The finances of the main ports should

be separated from those of the States, and
port chcrges adjusted to ensure that the an-
nual revenue of the main ports shall be suffi-
cient only to meet working costs, interest and
amortisation.

(b) Losses at minor ports should be met
from State revenue, and annual losses now
incurred be reduced by closing certain ports,
and by rail and road transport concentrating
the sea-borne trade at other more suitable
ports.
In Queensland, a Royal Commission that
dealt with the same subject apparently ex-
pected, like Sir George Buchanan, that each
port should stand on its'own feet. I do not
consider- that policy is right. Because some
ports with natural advantages are cheaply
managed while others are very costly to
administer, I favour the grouping of all
ports so that those with natural advantages
will assist regarding the losses on other
ports not so favourably situated. In New
South Wales the profits derived from the
Sydney harbour are by no means sufficient
to meet the losses on the outports of thu
State. Four years ago I had the pleasure
of lunching wtith the Minister for Trans-
port in Sydney. I told him I considered
the port, should be brought under the con-
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trol of the Minister for Transport, but the
Minister, Colonel Brunner, did not agree
with me and held that the ports were an
entirely different proposition from ordin-
ary transport facilities. I do not wonder
that a iNnister would not want to control
all the harbours. The Sydney Harbour, of
course, is a beautiful sheet of water with
fine facilities, but it is not a cheap harbour
to develop. On the other hand, there arc
28 outports in New South Wales, and al-
inest without exceptkra they have proved to
be a heavy burden on the taxpayers of the
State.

In Victoria the Melbourne Harbour
Trust has to pay 20 per cent. of its gross
receipts into Consolidated Revenue and the
amount so paid is, I think, more than suffi-
cient to meet the losses on the other ports
of that State. In South Australia all ports
are grouped and the loss on one is offset by
the profits on others. Of their oversea.
ports--Port Adelaide, Wallarco, Port Pinie,
Port Lincoln and Thevenard-the last men-
tioned port is the only one not paying its
way. There are 78 outer ports in South
Australia. When I was there eight years
ago I met the General Manager of the
South Australian Harbours Board. I
thought it would be extremely interesting
to find out how the coastal shipping ii4
that State would stand up against motor
transport. When I again met that gentle-
man four years ago, he greeted me with
this statement: "Motor transport is play-
ing up with our coastal shipping." He had
a map of South Australia on the wall and
pointing to it said, "Wallaroo is here and
there is the centre of Yorke Peninsula. It
is possible to convey super from the works
to the centre or the peninsula from Walla-
roo by motor at 10&. per ton. He said,
"What hope have we of competing with
them? I only wish we could close down 60
of our pot." He added, "The trouble is
that when we suggest cutting out one of
these old worn out jetties, the politicians
complain, 'Why cut out something we have
had for 50 years?' forgetting the answer,
'We did not have motor transport 50 -years
ag.2t

I wish now to s~y a word about the fin-
ances of the ports of Western Australia,
as I do not think that will be out of place.
Let me compare the Fremantle harbour
-with the Melbourne Harbour Trust wherd
£(9,000,000 has heen spent, but £4,000,000
has, been paid off. At Fremantle, a sum of

£3,400,000 has been spent on the port, ar
the loan liability in 1939 was shown
£3,407,000, in spite of the f act that the Fr
mantle Harbour Trust has paid somethir
like £2,300,000 into Consolidated Revenu
When we turn to the port of Albany, m~
find some interesting information. I hai
complete figures showing the cxpenditui
on that port. The returns I have indieai
that the total expenditure on the port
Albany has been L1.96,336 from los
moneys. The revenue expenditure amount(
to £18,590, making a total expend iture
£216,500. In 1938-39, the port was expeetE
to pay interest on £273,000. Some of ti
items charged to the Albany harbour ai
very interesting. In connection with ti
Albany jetty road an expenditure out
revenue in 1859 is charged up as £.258 8
2d. Up till 1871, a sum of £6,898 5s. 81
had been spent on the Albany jetty rono
I do not know where that road is. For a
I know, it may have started at the cansi
way, but the amount is still charged 'ui
In 1872, the people of Albany complaine
because the revenue from the harbour wt
greater than the expenditure in the whol
district. No figures are available as to ho
much the Government has coller ted froi
the Albany harbour. All we know is thf
every penny spent on the port, plusj ai
other £50,000, has been charged to it, an
it is expected to psy interest on the tott
StUn.

Here is another interesting item. Tb
expenditure on the Albany-Kalgan Rive
between 1911 and 1913 was £1,400. I coul
tall members a lot about that expendituri
The work is 16 miles from the Albany hai
hour. I was chairman of the settlers' aasc
elation in those days, and was one of theE
who negotiated with the Government to ge
the work done. We wanted to use wate
transport and required that some rock bar
should be blasted out of the river. Th
Public Works Department would not b
guided by local experts on the spot, me!
who had been miners and knew how t
blast rocks. The member for Guildford
Midland was Minister for Works at th
time. He was at my home, and we had
.flying-fox across the river. The Ministe
had a ride on the flying-fox and when w
got him in the middle we said, "There yoi
will stay until you promise to have th
work done' When the Minister returne'
to Perth, he no doubt acted on the prin
ciple that a forced promise was not bind
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ing. Another item charged to harbours and
rivers is interesting. The Bunbury harbour
shows a loan liability of £659,000. The
deficiency in 1938-39 was £22,821, and that
was the total defieienpy of the port for that
year. The Geraldton harbour showed a
loan liability of £099,000 and a deficit of
£32,192. But there is £300,000 worth of
wharves under the control of the Railway
Department there, and no figures are avail-
able as to whether they have shown a profit
or a debit. The Albany port shows a loss
of £C4,809. The jetty showed a profit of
£3,000, so there is only a difference of about
£1,800. The Swan River shows a loan lia-
bility of £400,000, of which the sum of
£300,000 was spent in reclamation, and I
do not see that Swan River reclamations
shouild be charged to the ports of Western
Australia.

Then we have other jetties and works,
bridges and plant. It would he interesting
to know what we have for a loan liability
of X400,000 for our jetties, steamers and
plant. When we get our State harbour
trust hoard, I suggest that the loan liabil-
ity be fixed at a reasonable amount, in view
of the enormous sum that has been paid
into Consolidated Revenue, and also be-
Cause no jprovision has been made in tho
past for sinking fund. It is absolutely
essential that we group the financial ports
of Western Australia. Fremantle, the capi-
tal port, has almost a monopoly of the im-
port trade, which pays wharfage. The out-
ports handle a large percentage-of the ex-
ports, which do not pay wharfage. Some
of the profits of the capital port should be
utilised to reduce the interest Against the
outports. To keep down the liability in
the future, it is essential that all proposed
harbour works should be carefully investi-
gated before any expenditure is incurred.

For many years in Parliament the poli-
ticians who are able to pull the most strings
were able to get their pet railways. When
the damage had been done, a Railway Ad-
visory Board was appointed. Its functions
are now taken over by the Transport
Board. Before any new railways are pro-
posed or approved, that board has to re-
port fully and give an opinion as to
whether the expenditure is justified. It
is not economy to spend £1,000,000 a year
on a port, which would mean an annual ex-
penditure of £50,004, merely to save £C5,000
or £10,000 on haulage. I should like to

draw attention to paragraph 549 of the
Buchanan report-

A feature of Australian port development in
the past has been the development of ports in
unsuitable situations, and to neglect various
fine natural 'harbours where no engineering
works were required other than construction
of wharfs. To gire examples: -Reekhampton,
on the Fitzroy River, should not have been de-
veloped, with a harbour like that of Gladstone
only a few miles distant. It is difficult to
understand, again, why a port should have
been created At Newcastle with the natural
harbou~r of Port Stephens next door. And,
finally, in Western Australia, it would be
cheaper to build railways to Albany, rather
than spend the money necessary to develop
Bunbury into a first-class port.

In the report of the Royal Commission in
Queensland, a lot of space is devoted to a
suggestion for the closing down of Rock-
hampton in favour of Gladstone. Its
members were a judge of the Su-
preme Court, the Commisgioner of Main
Roads and a business director. InI
1939, a ship called at Albany. I met the
captain, but do not know his name. He
had distinguished service in the last war and,
amongst other things, was honorary A.D.C.
to His Majesty the King. I mentioned this
controversy between Gladstone and Rock-
hampton to the captain, and the fact that
there was no shipping mnan on the Royal
Comnmission in Queensland. He said, "It is
a great pity there was no shipping man on
the commission because he would have re-
commended the closing down of Rockhamp-
ton and the development of Gladstone."
When I travelled to Brisbane some four
years ago, I met a Queensland member of
the House of Representatives, who said,
"Our trouble is that we have too many ports.
Gladstone will gradually swallow Rockliamp-
ton. It would be better for them to realise
that now and close down Roekhampton and
develop Gladstone."

Last year I bad the pleasure of meeting
the leading port engineer and the leading
port administrator of Australia in company
with the lending ralwaymnan of Australia.
They were on a visit to Western Australia.
I previously met port men in Sydney and
Melbourne. They told mue they had exam-
ined the ports of Queensland. I said, "How
is the Rockhampton-Gladstone controversy
getting on?" They said that that did not
concern them, but that the logical thing was
to close down Rockhampton and concentrate
the trade ina Gladstone. A few weeks ago
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I met an important Commonwealth official,
a former Minister of Queensland. I said,
"I hope I am not treading on your corns
if I refer to the Gladstone-Roekhampton
controversy." He said, "No, the sooner they
cut out Rockhampton and develop Gladstone,
the better." In Newcastle we have another
tragedy. In 1919, one of the problems which
Lord Jellicoc had to report upon was the
congestion in the Sydney Harbour. In his
report he recommended the development of
Port Stephens as a naval port. I had the
pleasure of meeting two gentlemen who were
with Sir Leopold Saville when he inspected
Port Stephens. One of them said to me,
"Port Stephens is where there should be the
dock." The trouble with Port Stephens was
that it resembled Albany in that it had no
engineering works. Newcastle as a site for
a dock was, they said, a hopeless proposi-
tion, and so the dock, had to go to Sydney.

When I was at Newcastle, T spent an
interesting time with the harbour master. He
told inc that hut for the BIL.P., Newcastle
would not be a seaport today. Newcastle
is not used by producers because they find
it is more economical to send their produce
to Sydney rather than mess around with
Newcastle. The barb6uir master had a chart
of Newcastle in front of hint He pointed to
a bend in the river and said, "We wanted
to dredge the hank away to get rid of that
bend in order to facilitate navigation. We
dredged and dredged, and finally had to
put a row of sheet piling around the bank
and -reclaim it because the soil fell in as
soon as we dredged.' We must be careful
when we consider any proposal for harbour
works. It is very easy to throw away money
on the construction of harbours. When one
is up against Nature, one never knows how
one will interfere with what Nature has done.
I should like to point out, in conclusion, that
our objective must he to have a complete
and national system of transport which will
keep down our total cost to the minimum so
that our producers may compete in the mar-
kets of the world.

We have to consider the problem as one
big State problem and not as a series of
local problems. I -repeat, it is not economy
to spend a million on harbours, which means
an annual expenditure of at least £50,000,
in order to save £5,000 or £10,000 in railage.
We have to consider all problems of trans-
port as a whole and which of the various

means of transport is capable of doing use-
ful work for the benefit of the community.
The golden age of railways has passed, but
railways under wise control are still our
main means of land transport. Motor trans-
port has capabilities of useful service for
the comniunity, but not unlimited service.
Air transport has come to stay. We want
a policy which will encourage more coastal
shipping, hut the trouble is that the workers.
in the various activities scam to consider
that their particular job is the end instead
of the means to some other end. For in-
stance, the railway mind is inclined to think
that a port exists for no other purpose hut
to act as a feeder for the railways. Some
railway men would almost go to the extreme
of cutting out motor transport, while some
motormen would advocate that motor
vehicles be allowed unrestricted competition
with the railways. Our aim must be to have
each of the various means of transport work-
ing where it can best serve the interests of
the community as a whole, and to achieve
that object we must see ports in their proper
perspective, acting as efficient links between
the various means of land transport on the
one band and sea transport on the other. It
is with that object that I move my motion.

On motion by the Minister for the North.
West, debate adjourned.

MOTION-MEAT SUPPLY.

To Inquire by Seletjt Committee.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) f(0.2]. I move-.
That a Select Committee be appointed to

inquire into the supply of meat to the people
in the metropolitan area, and its disposal,
with particular reference to frozen meat; and
to make such recommendations as the com-
mittee thinks fit.

In submitting the motion to the House I1 am
actuated by two reasons; the first is the
recent experience of consumers in the metro-
politan area who had to purchase frozen
meat and the second is my desire to have
an inquiry made into the method of supply-
ing meat to the metropolitan market, with
a view of ascertaining whether some iml-
provemients can he made that will ensure the
quality of the meat supplied and a reason-
able price to the producer and to the con-
sumer. While the motion only asks for the
appointment of a Select Committee, I would
much prefer the appointment of a Royal
Commission, because the matter is not a
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small one. It is an involved and very big
question and consequently it could be dealt
with better by a Royal Commission taking
evidence on oath and conducting its proceed-
ings in public so that the whole question
could be thoroughly investigated in all its
aspects.

Members will probably recall a motionk
that was discussed in this Chamber last year
dealing with this question. It was then men-
tioned by the Minister for Lands that it was
undesirable to publish figures of the quanti-
ties of meat available. There is no desire,
on my part to have that phase of the matter
investigated; if it is desirable to keep such
matters secret at present I do not want them
disclosed. My desire is that we shall inves-
tigate thoroughly our present method, which
has been in vogue for the past 50 years or
so, in order to ascertain whether we can
devise better methods of handling the stock
for the metropolitan market. One reason
that actuated me in taking this action is that
within recent months the Minister for Lands
stated certain representations had been made
to him with aL view to enlarging the Midland
Junction salcyards. That is another matter
that could be investigated on this proposed
inquiry, because I take it that any additions
to the salcyards would be such as to servo
for another 20 or 30 years. Further, it may
be possible for us to obtain financial assist-
ance from the Commonwealth and therefore,
before incurring such expenditure, I hope
full inquiry will be made.

I am aware that the Minister has ap-
pointed a committee to go into this matter
of the meat supply for the metropolitan
market, but that committee is not taking
evidence on oath and the evidence
sulmnitted to it will not -be available
to the general public, both consumer and
producer. I do not know who the members
of the committee are, except one, and 1
have not the slightest doubt that they will
thoroughly investigate the matter and that
the conclusions they come to will be their
considered opinion, but in order to carry
weight I think any evidence tendered should
he published, so that the public may be
aware of it. As I said, the present method
of selling our stock at the Midland Junction
market has been in vogue for many -years.
One of its great disadvantages is that the
Railway Department experiences some diffi-
culty in transporting the stock to the one
point practically between midday on Tuesday

and 6 a.m. on Wednesday. Any enlarge-
ment of that area to meet the increased
number of stock will enhance the difficul-
ties of the Railway Department. It neces-
sarily follows that in order to deal satis-
factorily with all this traffic the de-
partment must have a large number of
stock trucks, which for the rest of the week
are possibly standing idle. That is un-
economical. If we could devise a system
whereby the stock could be brought down
not on the one day but on each day of the
week, obviously the railways would have an
easier problem to solve and would Dot re-
quire such a large number of stock trucks.

The Minister for Justice: Do you not
think that some of the stock could be killed
in the country?

Mr. SEWARD: I am only starting my
case. I probably agree with the Minister
on that point. Another of the great disad-
vantages of our present system is the fluc-
tuating- market; neither the producer nor
the consumer is satisfied. Some of the stock,
probably owing to congestion on the rail-
ways and for other reasons, arrives at the
stockyard at midday on Wednesday, when
the majority of it has been sold and
possibly most of the buyers have got their
requirements. This late stock, even though
it may be of better quality than that sold
earlier in the day, is then sold at probably
shilings below its value, and consequentl 'y
one hears the producers complaining that
owing to one reason or another-excessive
yarding or late arrival-their stock has been
sold at much below its value. During an-
other week, possibly owing to wet weather
in the country preventing the loading of
stock, meat is in short supply at the market
and is sold at an increased price of 3s., 4s.,
or 6is. a head, and accordingly the producer
benefits. But what of the consumer?
He is hit by those higher price, yet he does
not derive any benefit when there is an
over-supply. Consequently under our pre-
sent system nobody is satisfied and it is
high time we investigated it with the object
of bringing about a change.

Whnt particular system can we adopt, it
might be asked? 'One suggestion, repeatedly
made by many people, is the system of sell-
ing on the hooks; that is, sending the stock,
to the abattoirs direct, having it slaughtered
and graded, and then having the price fixed
by appraisers according to the grade. If
such a scheme were adopted it would ob-
viously solve many of the Railway Depart-
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ment's difficulties, because instead of send-
ing the stock to Midland Junction on the
one day-Wednesday-it could be rationed
out and different districts could send their
stock to the abattoirs direct on different
days of the week. This would avoid taking
the stock off the pastures on Monday or
early on Tuesday morning and sending it
to Midland Junction to be put in the yard,
stay there all day, and after having becn
sold, removed and killed late on Thursday
or Friday without having had anything to
eat from Monday. That depreciates the
value of the stock, whereas under the system
I have outlined the stock, when slaughtered,
would be in better condition. The producer
would get a better price for his, stock and
the consumer would be assured of better
quality meat. The railways -would certainly
have a much easier task.

I know there are difficulties involved in
this particular method. I know that some
men, closely connected with the meat trado
for many years, tell us that the system can-
not be worked in this State. Others, who
have also been connected with the meat trade,
say that it will work. That is one of the
main reasons why I should like an exhaus-
tive public inquiry to be held, so that we
can have this particular question settled.'Obviously, if the system is feasible it cer-
tainly will benefit both the producer and the
consumer. We already have a similar sys-
tem in operation in the Albany district. The
Albany Freezing Works receive consign-
ments of lamb, mutton and pig which they
kill and grade, paying the purchaser the ap-
praised price on the hooks. That probably
caters well for the requirements of the lower
Great Southern district. I remind members
that the time has come for us to consider the
future. Only a few days ago the Minister
for Commerce, Mr. Scully, stated that if
inland killing centres should he established
Commonwealth finance would be available
only to those who killed for export as well
as for local consumption. Therefore it is
reasonable to assume that in making money
available the Commonwealth Government
will only consider such inland centres. To
protect our interests and so that we may par-
ticipate in any finances which the Common-
wealth Government may make available for
this work, we should get busy and determine
whether this is a feasible project or not
and, if it is, where the inland freezing works
should be established.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SEWARD: I was drawing attention
to the need for conducting this inquiry so
that -we may he ready with plans for the
introduction of inland killing centres after
the war, in the hope that such places would
be selected having regard to their suitability
and not merely because some over-zealous
locality put forward an application. Also,
we might combine the export killing with
the home consumption killing and therefore
interest the Commonwealth Government in
assisting us to finance. this venture. Thnt
concludes the reasons that I have for moving
this motion as far as improving the system
of marketing meat is concerned from the
producers and consumers' points of view.
By the adoption of some better system the
increasingly big problem that we set our
railways will be removed because of the
orderly transport of our fat stock to the
killing centres and, in addition, the producer
will be able to get his stock to the market
in better condition and so secure a more
regular and better price. Also, the con-
sumer will he assured of a better quality
article.

I think that on these counts alone this
inquiry would be fully justified, but there
remains the second part of my motion. It
refers to the quality of the frozen meat that
was recently supplied to the market. As is
well known, of recent months the market,
by reason of the fact that sufficient fresh
meat was apparently not available, 'was sup-
plied with frozen meat and the butchers
had to take a certain percentage of their
requirements in that form. On the eve of
his departure from this State the Meat Con-
troller, Mr. Tonkin, published a statement in
the Press in which the following appeared:

I understand that some criticism haa been
levelled at the quality of the frozen meat re-
leased, and that some retail butchers have
refused to handle it. It is amazing that this
should occur, particularly aa the meat industry
of Australia has been built up and still de-
pends on its export trade in frozen meat.
I have no hesitation in saying that the frozen
meat industry of Australia was not built
up on the type of meat supplied to the
metropolitan area in the last few weeks. In
some instances it was black, tough meat with
no fat attached to it. Had that meat been
supplied to the United Kingdom, or any
other country to which we send our frozen
meat in times of peace, no purchaser would
have come back for a second issue of it if
other meat had been available.
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The Minister for Justice: Did you discuss
the position with the Deputy Controller in
Western Australia 9

Mr, SEWARD: No, but he read my me-
Lion and, as a result, it subsequently reached
my ears that he wanted to know if I would
withdraw it I did not know to whom he
spoke, but whoever it was seemed to
indicate that I would not withdraw the
motion, and that prompted his statement.
I do not know whether Mr. Tonkin saw this
meat, but I presume, as Controller of Meat
in Australia, it is his duty to find out
exactly what meat is supplied to the eon-
sumning public.

Mr. Watts: He should have been made to
eat some of it!

Mr. SEWARD:- If only a few complaints
had been made one might feel inclined to
let the matter pass, because various com-
plaints-some of which were not justified-
have been made right from the inception of
the rationing of meat. Most people realise
that if we have to supply extra meat to the
United Kingdom, they should he ready to
f all in with any necessary plans to reach
such a desirable objective. But, as I will
point out directly, the plans that were made
to put meat into the freezers last year were
not guaranteed to get the best meat avail-
able. Further on in Mr. Tonkin's state-
ment we find this-

Those who are critical of the frozen meat
trade are doing a disservice to Australia-
Here I take the liberty to disagree flatly with
Mr. Tonkin. As a matter of fact, I think
it is our duty to rivet public attention on
such a matter because, far from doing a
a disservice we are doing a service to Aus-
tralia. We are pointing out that meat that
has been supplied to the market is not up to
the standard on which the Australian frozen
meat industry has been built. We may be
drawing public attention to it at a disservice
to some of those who are in control, and who
should ensure that the public get supplies
of good meat. But that particular point
does not interest me very much. The com-
plaints made were not few in number.
Everyone who had anything to do with this;
meat complained about it. There must,
therefore, have been something wrong with
it, I have not had much opportunity to in-
vestigate the matter, but I did make a few
inquiries and they confirmed the opinion I
already bad, namely, that the meat liberated

on the metropolitan market was not pur-
chased for the purpose of freezing and sub-
sequent release for consumption as frozen
meat. It was bought for dehydration. I
know that it consisted mainly of old ewes
bought up last year at 3s. or 4s. a head, and
members can imagine the type of mutton it
was. The meat was put into the freezers
for the purpose of dehydration.

The Minister for Justice: What is the idea
of using inferior meat for dehydration?

MY. SEWARD: The best grade of meat
is not suitable for dehydration because the
fat boils down or disappears. My advice
is that only the poorest quality meat is fit
for dehydration.

The Minister for Justice: It is very in-
ferior meat, then?

Mr. Mann: It is common market practice.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so. That is the
particular type of meat, I understand, that
was released. As proof of my statement
that this should not have beeu the only meat
available, I recall the discussion that took
place in this House last year on a motion
moved by the member for Beverley. The
Minister for Agriculture spoke during the
course of the debate, and. quoted from at
letter which he had written to the Minister
for Commerce giving utterance to the general
opinion held throughout the sheepowners of
this State. I quote his remarks-

It is considered that in this State it weould
be desirable to explore every avenue to have
all suitable export types treated for export, so
that the large amounts of mutton which are
in the country could be used to better advan-
tage for civilian requirements.

Last year was a very good one and large
numbers of fat sheep were available at
shearing time. The member for Beverley
strongly stressed that point in his speech.
He said it was desirable that that particular
type of meat should, as far as possible, be
killed and put into the freezing chambers
in order that it would be available to the
consuming public in the autumn of this year
when the supplies of fat meat are less. But,
as the Minister pointed out, that was not
done, The Minister, further on in his
speech, said-

With the price of ewe and wether mutton
as it is at present (2%d. per lb. and falling)
it is likely that much f at sheep of these types
-which is in effect available-will not be for-
warded by producers owing to the low returns
likely.
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That is exactly what happened. The pro-
ducers found themselves in a great difficulty.
They had the sheep in good condition and
knew that if they did not sell them they
would probably deteriorate through the
summer which, unfortunately, proved to be
exceptionally long. Owing to the mess-up
in connection with the prices and the diffi-
culty of getting any fixed price for this par-
ticular type of mutton, they were forced to
hold their stock on the farms. As a matter
of fact, the Minister mentioned in his spech
a conversation he had with Mr. Farrell.
This is what he had tiD say-

I am advised by Mr. Farrell, telephoning
from Melbourne on Sunday, that he has every
reason to believe that the United Kingdom will
include mutton in its next contract for meat,
at a price favourable to mutton prodUeefl.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]
That was the position. It was not done

at the particular time. The owners did not
know what price they would get for their
mutton. They certainly did not want to send
it to the market and get the price for dehyd-
ration mutton. As a consequence they held
it for so long that the summer was far gone
and tbe sheep had lost all their condition,
with the result that a great deal of that type
of mutton was lost to the consumer. That
was the position last year. Had that mut-
ton been available at a reasonable price and
put into the freezing chambers the public
would have got a good article, the producer
would have got a reasonable price, and there
would not have been the dissatisfaction that
has arisen by reason of the poor quality
of mutton supplied recently.

IThis poor quality stuff was dehydration
mutton. I understand it was bought at 3s.
to 4s. per sheep and sold to the butchers
ait 51/d. to 6d. per lb. What the consumers
paid for it, I do not know. The increase
of price, of ceourse, was brought shout by
the freezing charges which I believe are
about one-sixteenth of a penny per lb. per
week. The mutton had been in the freezers
for a long time and the charges had mounted
np. This points to the necessity for ensur-
ing that only the best type of mutton goes
into the freezers. Mutton of the best grade
might he put into the freezers, but it comes
out a grade lower. If it goes in as first
grade, it comes out as second grade. There-
fore we should put only the best stuff in
and not permit this other poor mutton to
be frozen.

There is another point. Butchers weri
particularly perturbed in their handling ol
this frozen meat by reason of the fact thal
they were not given any instructions as t(
bow it ought to be handled. With a mar
accustomed to handling frozen meat, it cat
be done efficiently. The meat needs toe bo
thawed out. A butcher gets a frozen car,
case and it might take one, two or three dayp
to dispose of it. If it is being passed ir
and out of the butcher's freezer for two o:
three days, y the time be serves the las
cut it is almost a black jelly. A biggei
butcher, how ever, can dispose of a larp
quantity quickly. He can cut up a careeni
and sell it quickly and generally it is o
better quality than the meat sold by a smailci
butcher. The butchers should have bcei
instructed how the meat should he handleo
or treated hefore they retailed it to the eon
sum ing public.

Those are the reasons that actuated me ii
moving the motion. I hope that a Selec
Committee will be appointed or if the Minis
tar prefers it, a Royal -Commission, so tha.
the whole matter can be thoroughly investi
gated in the public light, and partieularli
that growers might have made available tb
them any evidence on the selling on the hool
principle. They arc interested in it. I
has been inau gurated at Albany, and grower
want to know why it cannot ha adoptei
throughout the State. It would he beneficia
to the growers and I believe would also 6
beneficial to the consumers. I hope that th,
Minister will approve of an inquiry, an,
even broaden it to inquiry by Royal Coin
mission instead of by Select Committee.

MR. MANN (Beverley) : I am glad tha
the member for Pingelly has tabled th
motion and I hope that the House will de
cide in favour of the appointment of a
Royal Commission. There is trcmcndou
scope for such an inquiry. First of all1

shouldl consider the distribution of meat ii
the city area. Then it should consider lb,
killing. I think the time has arrived whei
we should provide for killing in the countr:
and for refrigerated space on the railway
to bring the meat to the city. Take thi
position at the Midland market. Often th,
stock trains run late. I can speak fror
experience because I worked for a sloel
firm and I know the condition of the market
A breakdown might occur and some of th
sheep he sold in the morning and others Di

368



[30 Auausrr, 1944.] 369

the afternoon, and in those circumstances
the prices often vary.

If a fanner happens to bring a piece of
mutton to the city for a friend he is often
told what wonderful mutton it is. The
reason is obvious. The farmer kills a sheep
and allows the carcase to hang overnight.
Very few of the farmers have refrigerators,
hut they keep the meat in a cellar or in
some cool spot. The sheep that are sent to
the Midland market, however, may have
been travelled 20 miles and then been
trained 200 miles. Then they are left at
Midland and often they will not take water.
Thirsty sheep may he taken to water and
they may refuse to drink. The result is
that the mutton is parched and dry before
it is sold, and is not to be compared with
mutton killed in the country. In the United
States of America, the sheep are killed in
the country, put into refrigerated vans and
sent to the town. In the same way our
metropolitan area should be supplied.
Therefore I say that the killing part of the
business is definitely one for investigation.

The other quiedion is that of selling on
the hook. Sheep intended for the export
trade are taken from the farm to Robb's
Jetty and killed and graded there. A ques-
tion associated with that of selling on the
hook has regard to the offal-th liver,
heart and so forth. At Robb's Jetty all
hearts, livers and brains aire frozen in
lumps and in that form shipped overseu.
I cannot see why the same principle cannot
be adopted at Midland Junction.

The Minister for Mines: Who owns the
offal?

Mr. MANN: It is sold with the earease.
Why cannot that system be applied to Mid-
land Junctionl Stock agents cannot con-
trol the movement of the market, though
a grower is not permitted to order a truck
for sheep except through a stock agent for
fear of glutting the market. Consequently
this week there might be 20,000 sheep of
heavy quality coming into the market on a
very hot day, and prices will fall. This
might be followed by a cooler week.

Mr. Seward: Or by wet weather.
Mr. MANN: That is so. Thus the market

fluctuates all the time. It only needs two
Or three big buyers to hold off and they
can handle the market as they like. If the
hook system were adopted, killing would be
carried on constantly all the week and
strikes would be avoided because the posi-
tion of the slaughiterman, who wants to

work as much as he can, would be improved.
Thus the work would be distributed over
the whole week. This is a point that ought
to he investigated.

I honestly believe that the Government is
going to be faced with the same position
with regard to mutton in the crity as pre-
vailed last year. A lot of sheep will be com;
ing down as soon as the wool is off and by
about November Midland will have a fairly
heavy market. The general opinion in the
country is that by February a very diffi-
cult position will have arisen with regard
to mutton supplies in the city. If we get
a heavy storm in January, the rain will do
good by replenishing water supplies, but
it will spoil any reserve of dry feed and
farmers will not have the feed to keep the
stock in condition. So I say to the Govern-
ment, "Watch your step very carefully in
regard to future supplies." I agree with
the member for Pingelly about the black
stuff that was sold to consumers. Dehydra-
tion mutton is an old type of ewe or four-
tooth 'vetber.

I attended the Subinco sale last rridayv
and saw a buyer purchasing any type of
cow that showved any meat at all and paying
£f9 or £IQ per head. I made inquiries and
was told that lie was buying dairy cows in
milk and killing them. For the last three
years the Midland market has been killing
at a terrific rate some of the world's best
heifers. and the consequence is that this
State is going to he faced with an insuffi-
ciency' of cowvs. According to this morn-
ing's newspaper, lack of manpower is one
reason why dairy production has fallen off,
but another reason is the killing off of
heifers that should be the breeders of the
future. Some control should be exercised
over the slaughter of heifers.

I hope the House will agree to the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. Whether
the inquiry be made by Select Committee or
Royal Commission, it should be representa-
tive of the three parties in Parliament. We
doa not want civil servants appointed to if.
To me it seems that the State is being run
at present by civil servants. If we had a
committee or commission representative of
the three parties, we would be in a position
to call the requisite evidence and get full
information on the questions that are in-
volved. Even to-day, without that power.
and without any committee appointed, it is,
to be hoped that this matter will be taker7
into consideration. I strongly urge the ap-
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pointment of a Royal Commission. This is
not a party question, but one which concerns
all of us.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

MOTION-POST-WAS ACTIVITIES.
As to Developmenit of Tourist Traffic.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.2] : I
move-

That in spite of recent somewhat gloomy
prophecies as to the State's future, this House
suggests to the Governmeat that it should in-
clude as part of its post-war activities a con-
certed plan to make Western Australia a tour-
ists' paradise, and Perth the Paris of the
Southern Seas.

It may not be known to members that just
outside San Francisco there is a large notice
reading, "Welcome to San Francisco. This
is the best climate in the world, next to that
of Perth, Western Australia." Very few
people in Australia know that the notice is
there; but it represents a very gratifying
fact and shows that in the outside world,
or at least in some places, it is known that
we have this splendid asset. Very few
democracies in the outside world have had
the decency to stress the knowledge that we
in Perth enjoy the best climate in the world.
The world at large knows nothing about us.
In addition to our climate we have, since
developments during the last few years in
aviation, the fact that our country has be-
come suddenly accessible. Formerly we were,
so to speak, part of the other world to the
great world at large. We were thou at least
a month away by a good steamship. But
day after day the European and American
worlds are being brought to within three or
four days of Fremantle. All those things
must lead us to alter our conception of
Western Australia in the scheme of things.

The third factor is known to all members,
that just before the outbreak of this war
a statement was made in "The West Aus-
tralian" to the effect that the greatest in-
dustry in Canada was not the wheat indus-
try, nor some other industry that we know
of, but the tourist industry, which brought
in the biggest money of all. The fourth
point I wish to stress is that the City of
Durban, though I have not been there for
some years, has been able to state that it
had no rates thanks to tourists from Johan-
nesburg and other parts of the African con-

tinent. The fifth point I would make is
that there have been some rather gloomy
forebodings expressed recently as regards
Western Australia in the matter of ordinary
legitimate industries and big manufactures.

No doubt all those problems will be
handled in the best possible way; but when
they are all handled there still will be per-
haps some difficulty for us in reaching that
prosperous position in which we would like
to see our State, the position we held in the
good times. If those five points are ac-
cepted, it is easy to make out a case ior
the early appointment, after the cessation
of the war, of a tourist director and a tourist
office. After all, we have for a hundred
years or so been sending wealth out of
Western Australia, and the time has surely
come when we may try to get back some of
that wealth, and by an expenditure of money
in reasonable and sound directions bring
back a large income to Western Australia,
over and above all the things we are plan-
fling now to do and will 'do after the war.

We know that the whole world caters for
tourists, but still we have an excellent op-
portunity in the sense of our very small
population against the large population out-
side. To make my point a little clearer,
nobody will censure Western Australians,
when their long leave comes or an oppor-
tunity for a tour of the world presents it-
self, for exercising their right. But if half
the people in this State now wvere to take
a ticket for a world tour, they would be the
merest handful compared with the citizens
of the countries they would visit. When we
bear in mind that there is only one Western
Australian in every 4,000 people of the
world, we see how large a number there is
to draw upon to visit us if we go into the
question thoroughly. What arc the attrac-
tions that Western Australia offers to the
outside world? In the first place we are,
as I have said, accessible. For anybody leav-
ing Europe or America it would be, in the
new conditions of transport, not difficult to
visit Western Australia. We, at the other
end of the world to them, would be somewhat
attractive to start with, providing that the
work of the tourist director and his staff
receives attention in those countries from
which we desire to attract tourists.

Having got that fact in our minds, that
there will be an urge in other countries to
come much further distances than formerly,
because the world has become shrunken, we
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see that the people of other countries may
come to consider the attractions Western
Australia has to offer as greater than those
of other parts of the world. In the 6ir4
place, the factor of climate, which means
little to us, means everything to the people
I am thinking of. Curiously enough it hap-
pened last week that I read in a large En-
glish paper called "The Manchester Guar-
dian," an article discussing the South of
France, the vaunted pleasure resort of
Europe for the very rich people of the
world. That article quoted a chemist from
Cannes who stated that half the people left
the place in much worse health than they
arrived in, and that the conditions there
wore shocking; that the climate was bad, and
that the hotels were badly run and gave very
poor value for money.

In Western Australia we have perfect
climatic conditions for most of the year, and
the fact that we produce a great many excel-
lent foods and wines and beers gives a very
good start for somebody who wants to come
away and enjoy a trip. Partly with Govern-
ment money expended through the tourist
bureau and partly with funds supplied by
private enterprise, which would benefit from
a large tourist population, this country
could be made very attractive. Private en-
terprise would benefit greatly from the bring-
ing of a large tourist population to Western
Australia. On the Government side the
duty of the Tourist Bureau, besides adver-
tising Western Australia's attractions, would
be to indicate suitable centres to which we
desire tourists to come, centres having first-
class hotels run not necessarily by the Gov-
ermnent but built and managed under super-
vision. We could not have tourists inter-
fering with our ordinary life, but we must
face the question in a sensible way. A great
deal, of course, would depend on choosing
the right man to run the show as tourist
director. He would require a very large
salary, and he ought to have worldwide ex-
perience, if such a man can be found. His
job would be, apart from other things, to
give much better utterance to a number of
the things which I am endeavouring to ex-
press now. All equipment would have to
be the very best that money can buy.

This motion is not a sentimental one, but
one of hard cash. In London, where I lived
as a student, there was an honest firm which
advertised, "It is your money we want."
That is the- position as regards this tourist
motion. It is the hardest cash motion that

has come before the House this session, and
will be recognised as such if my intentions
are correctly conveyed to members. The
touris: director would point out in other
directions the amenities which we can sup-
ply a-- well as any other country. If things
are done, they must be done on the very
best sEnle. -One thing we should do is to
get hold of the Commonwealth Government
and have a very straight talk to it, have a
real show-down with Commonwealth Mlin-
isters after the war as to how far they are
to permit themselves to be influenced by
powerful interests in eastern Australia as
regards the development of our secondary
industries. If from these hard conversations
with Canberra we find that our success in
this connection is going to be very limited
in the matter of secondary industries, we
shall have a right to go to the Commonwealth
Ministers and tell them frankly that we are
determined to have Western Australia de-
velope d into a country with a big popula-
tion and therefore must expect from the
Commonwealth, for this purpose amongst
others, those large sums of money which are
needed to attract a large section of the
world's population to spend their time with
us, with the ultimate object of obtaining
a large sp-inkling of oversea Visitors who
would become enamoured of conditions here
and would settle in Western Australia, thus
adding to this continent's population.

The motion mentions the word "Paris,"
which seems to have something laughable
about it. The city of Paris, however, has a
large population which can live very com-
fortably from the profits of the tourist
trade. Mfy endeavour is to ensure that the
assets wve have will he used in an intelligent
manner to get revenue from tourists. Hav-
ing imbued the Government with the idea
of building up somne first-class hotels where
they ai-e wanted, we would next go into the
transport question. Today this is a little
work-a-day State battling along with wheat
and wool and a little bit of manufacturing
and a little bit of fruit-battling in a humble
way, unknown to the wvorld-and we have
to be content with very small, humble con-
veniences. But if we are prepared to en-
gage a first-class director who is a world
expert and understands the tourist traffic we
will bea able to put a twist of a very different.
nature on all our activities. There is room
for us to mnodernise our railway system from
Adelaide to Perth, to improve our shipping
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facilities,, boost up our airways and improve
the east-west road by biturninising it all the
way.

We could improve our parks and put our
electric cables underground, and have proper
streets instead of streets in which there arc
poles and hits of wire everywhere for us to
fall ever so that the place looks like a wild-
west town. We could do all that with a,
very easy conscience from the financial view-
point if we knew that there was a prospect
of an influx of tourists who would bring lots
of money to spend, and many of whom would
settle here and add to our population. If
that policy were adopted we would
create here an industry such as they
have in Canada, the greatest industry iii
the Dominion. I challenge anyone in this
House to say there is any State in Australia
that could offer similar conditions to ours,
if we were prepared to set to work and con-
sider the development of the tourist indus-
try as part of our post-war reconstruction
plans. We must next consider what attrac-
tions we can offer to tourists when they
come here. Of course, details would he left
to the director hut, if it is our intention to
pass this motion with a view to its being put
into effect, we should consider a few matters
that might well be looked into.

I have suggestions, some of which might
he rejected as quite futile, but I offer them
for consideration. I suggest that the enter-
tainment question should he considered. I
do not refer to picture shows; they are avail-
able everywhere at all times. I think that
when we advertise in America and Europe
urging people to come to Western Aus-
tralia, which has the best climate in the
world, we might add that it has the
best orchestra in the Southern Seas.
That would be worth putting to those who
like that sort of thing. We might also have
one or two good jazz bands, thus catering
for people that like that form of munsic.
Here we have a climate admirably suited to
open-air arenas. When I was in San Fran-
cisco on my way to the last war I went to
a place called Oaklands, where there was a
beautiful amphitheatre. It had no roof and
was something like the old Roman theatres.
In that arena I heard the violinist Kreisler
play to an enormous audience. It was a
heautiful night, such as we have in Western
Australia. The situation was ideal and thd
arena was very cheaply constructed.

If we are going to do this thing properly
we must spend money and in that way we
shall get money back. That is something
we could do. We arc a musical race. The
few orchestras that exist arc highly praised.
Western Australia must have one of the
best, if this scheme is to come to fruition.
Money is worth spending on such an object.
Then there is the question of what people
like to see. We might cater not entirely for
the wealthy people of the world hut for
"Mum, Dad and the family" during the long
service leave which I hope all workers will
be granted after the war. Even if there
were only a certain number in the category
we could cater for them. They would not
live in a very high wny but they would con-
stitute a big increase in the population
during their stay.

During this war business people and
others have felt the effect of the presence
of tourists. In the old days we used to say,
"Join the Navy and see the world." Our
tourists of the last few years have been in.
uniform but they have had a great effect on
the business of Western Australia. One hats
only to speak to the taxi-drivers about thaft
and also to the owners of other businesses.
Their presence has led to an increase in the
note issue. The mnember for Murchison
could give us accurate information on that
hut I think that it has risen to £C150,000,000.
When these tourists leave us we shall begin
to feel the draught again! Experts in this-
House have told us that the future of our
various industries will be difficult. Here is
a new industry which, if handled properly,
will come to the top and consequently the
subject is one we cannot afford to neglect.

Returning to suggestions for the enter-
tainment of visitors to this State: Having
been assured of a comfortable trip here and
reasonable accommodation and good pro-
visions, including the best beers and wines
if they want them, they would expect to see
in this country something different from
what they have been accustomed to seeing
elsewhere. They do not want to see the
old things all over again but to witness
something new. What can we offer themtf
That is the question we have to consider.

Mr. MeLarty: A trip to the Zoo!
Mr. NORTH: In that connection I must

confess that Toronga Park is superior to
anything we have. As a matter of fact I
had a note here to remind me to refer to
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the zoo. I have in mind what we might do
if we had some really enthusiastic visitors.
It might be possible for us to show them
our industries. I do not mean that, after
having travelled on a rattling train to [Kal-
goorlie, they should then be invited to go
down a mine, although no doubt that would
be very interesting. What I propose is
that the Tourist Bureau should take over
a first-class sheep station and a farm and
an orchard and provide on them first-class
accommodation for visitors.

Mr. Marshall: With a first-class debt at-
tached to them?

Mr. NORTH: We would get our money
hack. If we did that and put good accom-
modation on these places; we could invite
people to spend a week or so there to see
how our orchards, farms and stations are
run. They should be taken to such places
in the very best transport and given an
idea of our prospects in this country. I
see the Minister for Native Affairs looking
at me. Surely he could dig up something
fairly good in regard to the aborigines, if
he knew that we were organising the thing
properly. Of course, this would begin in
a very small way and grow like a snow-
ball. I should think the Minister could or-
ganise a native camp, not too near the city
but with excellent meaus of transport there-
to. No matter how far away it was the
camp could be reached easily and quickly
in these days and the Minister could ar-
range a first-class corroboree at suitable in-
tervals. I remember seeing one when I
was a child and I have never forgotten it.
Nothing impressed me so much. People
from the other side of the world would
expect us to show them something different
from what they had been accustomed to
see.

Then I think we could look up the chief
historical events connected with explora-
tion. There are a number of places in West-
ern Australia in which interesting events
,occurred. Those spots could be beautified.
Where possible, water could be laid on and
arrangements could be made to take visi-
tors to such areas. Later, if money began
to roll in, we might establish little halls on
these sites and screen technicolour pic-
tures of the events relating to the particu-
lar places. Again, there is the matter of
sport. We have great sports in Australia.
I do not need to dwell on that matter. Any-
one coming across the world would enjoy
our racing and trotting fixtures. We have

a lot to do, however, to make our beaches
and other pleasure resorts attractive to
tourists. If we suggested doing that today
we would be charged with extravagance. In
these days the economic outlook is still so
-I was going to say ''stone-age,'' but it is
more true to say that we have passed the
stone-age and are now in the "'stony-
broke" age. Nowadays if we want a road
we must say it is a military road.

If we want to run a comfortable train
quickly to the other States we do not say
we want to do it because we desire to have
a jolly fine trip from F'remantle to Mel-
bourne, but we say we want it for military
reasons. That is the argument used for a
standard gauge. We can safely consider
these matters from the tourist point of
view, however, because we can assure our-
selves that other fellows will help us to
pay for the schemes. I thoug-ht that to
put into effect some of the proposals I
have in mind we would have to amend the
Town Planning Act, but in looking through
it this afternoon I consider it to be very
comprehensive. There is not much that we
cannot do, even today. I have no
doubt that if any amendments were
needed certain of our legal members
would have little difficulty in suggest-
ing what form they should take.
Ia fact, I think the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would realise that the State would be
entitled to spend money on the development
of an industry that may not be competitive
in an economic sense. It might adopt that
attitude particularly as the East seems to
be so frightened that we might start second-
ary industries in a big way. We could make
out a first-class case in that regard.

When a new director is appointed to the
Tourist Bureau, the whole question could
be gone into thoroughly and a complete and
satisfactory plan worked out over the years.
We would have plenty of friends who would
.support the idea. Certainly the catering in-
terests would be favourable, as well as those
associated with shopping and transport faci-
lities. I do not know who would object to
the policy of attracting people to our
country, with the object of securing from
their number some new settlers for the
State. After living for some years in Eng-
land as a student, I became convinced that
Western Australia is one of the least known
places in the world with regard to its
natural attractions. 'Why do we have such
splendid people living hereI Certainly it
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is not merely because they are flourishing,
but because they know, as a Californian
scientist mentioned recently, Perth has the
best climate in the world. That is a tremen-
dous advantage and must appeal to those
who live in fog-bound countries where the
only light that is enjoyed is often artificial.
The issue involved in the motion is that we
shall do our duty to the country in which
we live. With regard to the remark by the
member for Murray-Wellington, I appreci-
ate his interest in the Zoological Gardens.
If he desires one established in his elector-
ate, I am willing to support his objective.

Mr. Holman: He has plenty of rabbits
with which to start off his zoo!

Mr. NORTH: I understand that there is
a possibility that the South Perth Zoo may
bare to be closed down and be established
somewhere else. That, however, is not for
me to say. I do not know that people would
come to Western Australia simply to see the
Zoo. There are zoological gardens elsewhere.
However, the hon. member's suggestion
could be included in the list. In the latter
portion of my motion there is a reference
to Paris. The association with the French
capital arises, in my mind in the sense that
we have in Perth a city that can become
very important and large. It would do so it
we developed the incomne with which to
operate in this way. I got into bolts during
the week with a long-hended intelligent
elector of mine who operates in St. George's-
terrace in a big way representing large in-
terests. He was furiously ranting about the
possibilities of a large population in the
State. He asked me where we were going
to put the people. He said that in the
North-West we could not put an additional
siettler, while in the wheatbelt there were
merely unoccupied farms that could be oc-
cupied. He said that the Goldfields might
absorb the number employed there before
the war. He ageed that we might squeeze
a few more into the South-West-possibly
between 50,000 and 100,000 new people. Of
course, that would be a lot if they were
all producers.. With regard to the establish-
meat of secondary industries he held that
the Eas;tern States concerns would continue
to exercise the power over us that they
wield today. He contended that it would be
very difficult for us to make progres in a
limited time. The question we are consider-
ing tonight, however, is entirely different.

Paris and other similar cities do not live
only on the basis of factories established

there. Nevertheless, those cities induce the
establishment of large undertakings neces-
sary to cope with the requirements of the
visitors they attract. We must also remem-
ber that we are entering the large-power
machinery age, and the most efficient of the
secondary industries are gradually using
less and less man power. We know that there
are plants of 1,000,000 h.p. or more produc-
ing commodities on a large scale, and in
others no man is employed on the premises
at all. That being so, as, the years go by,
we cannot afford to neglect our tourist in-
terests in Western Australia, and if there is
anything to be learned from other countries
we should send a qualified representative to
investigate the conditions and bring back
new ideas to improve our position here. We
cannot afford to miss the chance of promot-
ing activities that will 'be fostered by an
active development of the tourist traffic. It
should be easy for the Government to be-
come enthusiastic about the idea and set
about planning at an early stage to meet the
situation as the war position improves. The
Tourist Bureau could very well be re-
opened.

The Minister for Mines: There is one in
Barrack-street.

Mir. NORTH: I had in mind that the
Director of the Tourist Bureau had been
retired and, in fact, the bureanu is practi-
cally closed. T think the Government might
well take into consideration the suggestions
I have made as well as a hundred and one
other proposals that could be advanced. The
House will be quite safe in carrying the
motion, and the Government would be well
advised to take steps to encourage the tour-
ist traffic so as to be ready when the clouds
of war have passed by.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION-VERNfN ACT.
To Inquire by Select Committee.

MR. WATTS (IXatannirw ) [8.40]: 1
move-

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into and report upon-

(a) Desirable amendmients to the Vermin
Act;i

(b) Ways and means of establishing in
Western Australia a capital fund
f rom which expenditure and/or
compensation necessary may be met
in combating all kinds of vermin
and diseases in the form of



[30 AUGUST, 1944.3 7

scourges, insect pests and plant di-
seases, such to include rabbits,
emus, dogs and foxes.

Some three years ago the member for Bever-
ley moved a motion which had designs simi-
Jar to those of the proposal I now ask the
House to accept. The credit, if there be any
credit attached to bringing such an import-
ant motion before the Chamber, lies substan-
tinlly with the member for Beverley because
he had, in the intervening period, taken very
great interest in the subject and bad it not
been for the fact that the Minister for Lands
and I bad some discussion about the actual
terms of the motion before it was presented
for consideration, in all probability notice
of motion would have been given by the
member to 'whom I have referred. At the
time the member for Beverley moved his
motion, the Minister for Lands opposed it
on the grounds, in short, that it was unneces-
sary, that the requisite information was
already in tihe hands of the departmental
officers and: therefore, it was not necessary
for the committee of inquiry to be appointed
to consider the matters involved.

Since discussing the question 'with the
hon member, I came to the conclusion that
the Minister's opposition at the time was
substantially the result of a misunderstand-
ing of the underlying intention of the motion
then moved. As I said before, the Minister
has discussed with me, to some extent, the
terms of the motion as I have now moved
it, and I feel that in all probability, for
reasons he will be able to give to the House
himself, he may be able to support it. The
creation of a vermin fund, and the best way
of making available the money that will be
required to deal with the vermin problem in
Western Australia, has been the subject of
debates and discussions by many bodies in-
terested in rural matters. It has, for
example, been the subject of much discus-
sion over very long periods--it has been
debated in conjunction with other aspects
of the vermin laws-at road board confer-
ences that are held every two years in Perth.

One has only to attend those conferences
to realise what an important part the ques-
tion of vermin destruction in all its aspects
has played at those conferences. In addi-
tion, the Road Board Conference of the
Great South Association some two or three
years ago asked for a committee to be ap-
pointed to inquire into the question of the
vermin fund and the means whereby it

should be raised and distributed. All this
is not to say that there is criticism of the
administration which has existed up to date.
I do not wish what I have said to be taken
in that respect as an underlying reason for
this motion; but there is undoubtedly a
claim- -and a justifiable one--that the whole
of the burden for the creation of this ver-
min fund, and particularly the whole of the
burden if it is to be increased, which I be-
lieve is very necessary, should not rest on
the agricultural landholders themselves, as
it now does. At present, as we all know,
a vermin rate is struck on agricultural land-
It makes up the vermin fund and is col-
lected by thea Taxation Department for pay-
ment to the central authority. A vermin
rate is also struck by local authorities and
collected by them. That is utilised in local
combats with certain types of vermin. Dur-
ing, recent months we have had evidence of
an increase in vermin difficulties in this
State.

Without question rabbits have multiplied
and prospered. It is quite clear that the
damage done by rabbits to crops and pas-
tures 'would be sufficient to maintain-if the
damage were not done-a very much in-
creased number of livestock. We know, too,
that the dingo pest has been very evident
in various areas, many of them being the
more settled areas in the southern district.
We know too that complaints have been
made about the depredations of cemus. This
pest is coming down from the north and
occasioning trouble in the more or less south-
ern part of the State, as well as in the
eastern district and in the north-easternI
wheat belt. It is quite clear that these ver-
min are the enemies of every citizen of the
State. If there be a diminution in the pro-
ductivity of our agricultural lands there
must he a diminution in the national income.
If there be a diminution of productivity
there must be a lessening of our food sup-
plies.

During the past week or so we have had
evidence of the diffculties arising in the
food production of this country. If we
have an cnemiy who causes destruction to
one section of our community, such as the
Japanese who bombed Broome, we do
not ask the residents of Broome to bear
the cost of defence or the damage. That
Japanese were to bomb Perth, we would
not think of asking Perth residents to bear
the cost of defence and the damage. That
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would be ridiculous. So, if we can arrive
at the conclusion, as I believe we can, that
the vermnin causes so much loss to the na-
tional income that they are to he regarded
as common enemies of all our citizens, then
surely it is time we found out some reason-
able and equitable manner by which all
citizens should contribute to their destruc-
tion. That is the genesis of the proposal
in this motion, that ways and means be
found of establishing in Western Australia
a fund from which expenses and compen-
sation, if any, may be met. I think there
is ample justification for the inquiry.

We do not want to rush into any propo-
sition. We do not want to increase the
imposts on any citizen if it can be avoided.
We want to spread the expense, whatever it
may be, over as large a number of people
-us possible and in an equitable and reason-
able manner. I am not going to suggest
for one minute how that can be done, be-
cause I think it is a proper subject for in-
quiry, investigation and report to this
House by a committee after having heard
evidence from those far better qualified by
their experience and knowledge to give
evidence on such a subject than I am. I
know there are many citizens with practi-
cal knowledge of the depredations of vei.
min and with knowledge of the efforts
made by local authorities to combat the ver-
min, and somne people with considerable
knowledge of departmental activities and the
distribution of the Central Vermin Fund,
who should be called before such a com-
mittee to testify on a matter of this kind.

There are other aspects of the question
which have been included. I think I am
correct in saying the Minister suggested
that inquiries should be made into other
form of scourges, such as insect pests and
plant diseases. They are in the same cate-
gory; they are becoming the enemies of
production and of our national income.
Everything that we can do to get a fair
understanding of the relationship that
these bear to production and destruction
,we should definitely do. At present vari-
ous minor funds under different Acts are
in existence and these are used in one way
or another for the destruction of some of
these pests, or at least for their reduction.
Whether or not those methods are better
than any co-crjfinated ,d*ntral authority
can devise I do not attempt to judge, but
I say that the, matter should be examined
in all its aspects, and that the men who

have been engaged in dealing with these
funds and combating these pests should be
given an opportunity to appear before a
committee of responsible members of this
House to give their version of the position
and so enable such a committee to present
a report disclosing the essence of the wis-
dom of those people after it has heard their
evidence.

The motion also makes reference to de-
sirable amendments to the Vermin Act. We
are aware, for example, that at present
local authorities have power to assist in the
financing of rabbit netting. These local
authorities have from time to time raised
the question as toi whether the system could
not be improved. They have suggested thac
they should be authorised to strike ratest
on individual properties, the proprietors of
which have received assistance from theut
for the provision of rabbit netting. As I
understand the Act, if these local authori-
ties desire to strike a rate it must be over
the whole district. In that case the per-
sons who have received no assistance would
be equally liable, apparently, for the repay-
ment to the local authorities of the money
expended to finance such a proposition.
That seems to me to be unjustified. During
the past two or three years local authori-
ties have communicated with me and made
suggestions along those lines. I hare sub-
mitted theni to the Minister, hut so far we
have been unable to come to any agree-
ment on the subject. I think we both agree
[hat it is desirable some change should be
made, but what that change is and whether
any change that two persons might agree
upon would be a satisfactory solution of
the problems Of Various districts, is a much
more difficult matter to decide.

The only way of solving these problems
is to affrd the members of local authori-
ties-those who are interested in these
matters-an opportunity to submit their
ease to such a committee as I propose
should be appointed. I do not think, for
instance, that the proposal should he corn-
pulsory on local aulthorities; there is every
reason to suggest that it should be
optional, but aganin I have no doubt that
that is a subject for argument and I am
sinrnlv expressing my own opinion. The
nlestion of 7oning local authority districts

for the purpiose of vermin inspection has
also been. the subject of much discussion
and, as far as I know, no one has been able
to ar-rive at a conclusion as to whether it
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is desirable or not. Some little time ago
a circular was issued by the Department of
Agriculture, I think in perfectly good
faith, requiring that every local author-
ity operating as a vermin board should
immediately appoint an inspector in its dis-
trict and keep him employed throughout the
year doing this, that and the other. But
even supposing that that is a desirable prac-
tice in ordinary times, difficulty would be
experienced in finding persons who would
be able to discharge such duties and in de-
ciding upon the means which they were to
use or enforce for the destruction of vermin
in many districts.

In the case of rabbits, poison was not
available; it has been almost impossible to
obtain the poison, and that circular did
seem to Inc to have been sent out at the
wrong time, although, as I said, there is no
doubt about the bona fides of the depart-
ment. However, the circular did occasion
much worry and concern to many local auth-
orities. Some of these arc quite anxious
to approach the question of combination with
adjacent authorities in the appointment of
inspectors and in the subscription to the ex-
penses of an inspector in such a zoning sys-
tem. As far as I know, no-one up to dote
has decided whether the scheme is practical
or not, or what sort of system should be
adopted if it were. That again is another
question for careful consideration. We come
also to the question of whether it is possible
to devise cheaper and better methods for the
destruction of vermin. As one goes about
the country-as many members have been
doing more than usual in recent weeks-we
find that many queries are made as to the
methods employed hy some farmers and by
some local authorities in the destruction of
vermin. Some people say there is nothing
as good as the fumigators which are coming
under notice, with nice little blowers attached
to them. Others say these fumigators do
not suit their book at all.

One local authority, in particular, has com-
municated with me regarding the desirablity
of finding heavier-than-air gas to deal with
rabbit burrows. That authority suggested
that what is required is some kind of tablet
which the authority contends-and I em in-
clined to believe it-is not beyond the scope
of human ingenuity to devise and which,
when thrown into a burrow, would evapor-
ate and give off heavier-than-air gas that
would destroy the vermin in the burrow. I

made some inquiries as to whether this wag
a practical proposition and was informed
that investigations were being made in Eng-
land, but that definite information was not
available at present. So it will be apparent
to members, I think, that this question of
vermin destruction and pest destruction, as
well as plant diseases, in all Its r-amifications
is one which is as much the concern of this
part of the State in which we are now debat-
ing ats it is of any other part of the State,
especially those parts of the State which we
are inclined always to term our rural areas.

It has its effect on the occupation, busi-
ness, turnover and employment of every
citizen of this State, and unless it is taken
in hand and the best possible methods and
the best legislation put in operation for its
control, there is no question whatever that
the losses wvhich havc been occasioned in
the country districts and will be occasioned
in the future, unless we are very careful,
will be reflected-and reflected very severely
-in the prosperity and future pr-ogress of
the metropolitan district and of the State
as a whole. Therefore, as I said, these things
are rapidly becoming the enemies of every
person in Western Australia. In those cir-
cumstances, it is the duty of everyone in this
State to put on his thinking cap, at least,
and consider what are the best things that
can be done in the future for their eradi-
cation and prevention, if that be practicable.
In these circumstances and after, as I have
said, a discussion with the Minister which
leads me to believe that he will be prepared
to give this motion a considerable degree of
blessing, I take great pleasure in moving
it for the consideration of the House.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.3 pi.


